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CAN BLANCO 
DAZZLE BRAZIL? 


power, Brazil, notoriously squad reported into camp - = = have been sent to me from and has programmed mom- — squad 16-year-old sensation- 
the conquerors of World — yesterday (Monday) morn- } South America of recent ing and afternoon double al midfielder/striker, Sydney 
Soccer from almost Day ing where Blanco will put | } games showing this sessions for today Olympic’s Nick Carle. 
AUL BLANCO, One, inexplicably have his Olympians through no} Brazilian team in action dur- (Tuesday), tomorrow and - Carle is easily the 
Australia’s Sydney — neyer won a Gold Medal at less than eight tough train- ing a tournament over Thursday. youngest player to ever have 
201) Olympic team — any Olympic Games. ing session-throughout this . | there.” On Friday Blanco, forhis been selected for an 
coaeh, faces amonumental ‘The Brazilian Soccer week. d Blanco stressed that it is last training session for the Australian Olympic squad. 
headache all this week as authority (CBF) has now “From Australia’s training [J vitally important that first game, has booked the Australia’s first match 
he begins to prepare the made Sydney 2000 their camp based at the Park Australia takes as many Parramatta Stadium to train against the Brazilian 
Australian team for the serious target to quickly rec- Royal in Parramatta last | opportunities as this for his on. Olympic team is on 
three-mateh series against tify this ‘flaw’ in their foot- night, Blanco stated to young squad to rapidly gain World Cup star striker Saturday night. 
the powerful Brazilian balling history. ABSW: “This is going to be ‘as much experience as pos- from Leeds United Harry For further details on this 
Olympic team, starting Flying into Australia this a wonderful and most valu- sible before Sydney 2000. Kewell was expected to fly match plus the remaining 
this Saturday night at the week, (tomorrow in fact), able experience for us in n “Let's face it. Brazil is into Sydney from England two in Adelaide next 
Parramatta Stadium in — Brazil's Olympic team is on playing the Brazilians, the best in the world and as _Jate last night as was former Tuesday and in Perth on 
Sydney. aspecial mission. “At the moment to me soon as I was informed that Canberra goalkeeper Danny Saturday wéek, the back 
Make no mistake. The This will be stage one in they are_still completely an it-could be possible to get Milosevic. page spread. 
mis are here on very their preparation to ‘Shoot unknown enemy, some games against them, I ‘The Australian Olympic 
serious business and nobody for Gold’ come Sydney “But I hope to partly ree- é grabbed it.” squad has some exciting 
more than Blanco knows it. 2000, tify this by tomorrow as I’m Blanco held his first young material, and Blanco 
Despite their mighty Australia’s Olympic < expecting some tapes that Harry Kewell training session yesterday has even drafted into his 


By John Economos 


Tansel Baser; South Melbourne STAND-BY PLAYERS 


Con Blatsis: South Melbourne 
Rafael Bove; SC Heerenveen 
Jacob Bums: Sydney United 


Adam Brodbeck: 
Wollongong City 


Dean Culinai 


Simon Colosimo: Carlton Sydney United 


Jason Culina; Sydney United 
Bill Damianos: South Melbourne 
Joe Didulica: Melbourne Knights 
Brett Emerton: UTS OLympic 
Vince Grella: Cariton 
Hany Kewell: Leeds United (England) 
Stephen Laybutt: Brisbane Strikers + Wollonscna iy 
Danny seme seis Muenster Sees 
Dragi Nastevski: Melbourne Knights Melba ne alae 
Nick Rizzo: Liverpool (England) 
‘Ante Serie: Hajduk Split (Croatia) — ee 
Archie Thompson: Gippsland Falcons 
Clayton Zane: Newcastle Breakers 


Michael.Curcija: 
South Melbourne 


Noel Spencer: 


¢ was about to 

become ‘Silent Soccer’ 2 

‘Australia for the upco 
Olyroo /Brazil game because of rules Gi 
regulations at Parramatta Stadium 
stating that no musical instruments, 
horns etc, were allowed inside the 
ground, 

ABSW was alerted to this by one of our 
readers, Mrs G. Harvey, who lives in the 
Mlawarra region, We thought this ruling was 
ludicrous in the extreme. 

I contacted Parramatta 
Stadium and spoke to a 
young lady who could not 
have been more helpful, 
especially when being told 
of the Brazilian style of 
support and success of the 
crowd at the MCG World 
Cup qualifier, of which they 
were totally unaware. 

Soccer Australia/David Hill were then 
contacted about this (message left at least). 

It appears Soccer Australia must have 
thought the likely scenario to be daft as well 
because the following media release went 
‘out the very same afternoo1 

‘Soccer Australia will be requesting 
officials at Parramatta Stadium to relax their 
rules and regulations regarding the entry of 
musical instruments. 

“David Hill, the Chairman of Soccer 
Australia, said today (March 12), that he 
was keen to continue the unique atmosphere 
created at the MCG World Cup qualifier 
last year when drums and trumpets were 
allowed into the match. 

“Brazilian soccer fans are the best 
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supporters in the world and they should be 
allowed to go to the match and create a 
camival-like atmosphere,” said Hill.’ 

When Mrs Harvey was informed of this, 
she believed it was the work of ABSW that 
caused this, what we firmly believe to be, 
dramatic turnaround. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. 

The fact is, if ABSW had not been 
contacted, we couldn't, and wouldn't, have 
investigated. 

If David Hill had not got the rules 
changed at the MCG, it would have 
been a quieter night. 

If Mrs Harvey had not been 
upset by the impending lack of 
atmosphere, had they not 
relaxed the rules at Parramatta 
Stadium, none of this would 

have come to light until everyone 
tumed up at the ground. 
Not a very pretty picture being 
painted if that were the case, 

However, it isn't the case so ABSW 
urges ALL supporters to bring their 
Australian flags, trumpets, drums (NO 
WHISTLES OR FLARES PLEASE) and to 
get right behind our talented Olyroo side. 

Well-done David Hill and Soccer 
Australia, well-done the Parramatta Stadium 
Trust, but, most of all, WELL-DONE Mrs 
Harvey. 

Get out to the grounds (details of where, 
when ete. inside this issue) and let's hear 
the chant go up (musically accompanied of 
course): 

“Come on Aussie c’mon, ¢’mon, Come 
on Aussie c’mon”, 

Micky Brock 
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KEWELL ON TARGET AGAIN 


eeds United are blazing 
a goal trail back 
towards Europe. 

George Graham’s men, 
pilloried for being a bunch of 
bores earlier in the season, 
once again turned on the heat 
to slam five goals past Derby 
and inflict the Midland club’s 
heaviest defeat since they 
moved into their new Pride 
Park Stadium. 

It followed the four Leeds 
thrashed in midweek against 
those other Premiership high 
riders, Blackburn, and they 
are on a roll which promises 
to carry them into next 


season's UEFA Cup 
competition. 
Leeds were simply 


irresistible against Derby, 
steamrolling their way to a 
victory that brought tributes 
from rival boss Jim Smith 
who, rather than condemn his 


SOCCER CLINICS AGAIN 
FOR SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 


4 that time of the year 
gain when the school 
holidays are rapidly 
approaching, and that 
means it’s time again for 
Soccer Clinics. For years, 
Australia’s biggest and best 
Soccer clinics have been the 
Pacific-Umbro Soccer 
Camps. 

Chief Director of these 
reputable Camps is Mr 
Richard Alagich who last 
night stated to ABSW: “For 
the first time we are having 
100 Japanese children that are 
going to fly in and attend our 
Soccer Camps during the 
April school holidays. 

“They are aged from 12 to 
17 and will be accompanied 
by some Japanese coaches. 
This is all tying in with the 
‘Japanese and Australia 
Sports Exchange’ 

me. 

Later in the year we will 
be holding our Soccer Camps 
in Japan at centres based in 
Tokyo, Osaka and Gotemba. 

“T was recently in Japan 
where, as a guest speaker, I 
was asked to give lectures to 
some of the Japanese Junior 
coaching staff. 

“We will be having a 
group of Japanese coaches 
coming to Australia later this 
month (25th) to experience 
further lectures and to have 
more input from our coaching 
methods here.” 

Mr Alagich, who is well 
accredited by FIFA for his 
coaching methods, has been 
invited to again visit Japan 
later this year to attend the 
official opening of a huge 
Soccer complex that has been 
built in Tokyo. 

Originally a large tennis 
complex, the whole structure 
was demolished and a brand 
new ultra-modern Soccer 
complex has now been 
erected. 

Here in Sydney, Mr 
Alagich has been contracted 
to install his apprenticeship 
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own team’s deficiencies, sang 
the praises of the opposition. 

Smith, who still harbours a 
European dream of his own 
despite this hefty setback, 
said: “I know that George had 
his critics earlier in the season 
but he has produced an 
attractive team that play 
strong, positive football with a 
clinical finish. They were as 
good as any side we had 
played against at home this 
season. 

“They broke so well from 
midfield and in Harry Kewell 
have an outstanding young 
player and in Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink a striker with the 
sharpest of touches. 

“Maybe we were a bit too 
blase after a fortnight’s break 
but you have to hand it to 
George Graham. He has done 
an excellent job and Leeds 
were buzzing despite playing 
their third game in a week.” 

Leeds, surprisingly ousted 
from the FA Cup by First 
Division Wolves the previous 
weekend, have performed 
wonders to offset that 
disappointment and keep their 
European qualification hopes 
alive and kicking. 

Graham said: “Football is a 
great game for giving you a 


scheme for newly admitted 
Ericsson League side 
Northern Spirit. 

“We will draw juniors to 
develop from the large junior 
Associations based with Ku- 
ting-gai, Gladesville Hornsby 
and Manly. 

“The apprentice scheme 
will be tying in with the 
seniors at Northern Spirit. At 
this stage we’re most hopeful 
of having it all in place, and 
up and running, by June this 
year to feed the Northern 
Spirit teams in the future. 

“These three junior 
Associations have 23,000 
registered, enthusiastic young 
players,” stated Mr Alagich. 

Three very well known 
Schoolboys coaches have 
been contracted by the 
Pacific-Umbro Soccer Camps 
for the April camps coming 
up. Bruce Baker, Ron Pratt 
and David Jirsa will join 
well-known goalkeeping 
specialist Mr Fred Wall. 

The Pacific Umbro Soccer 
Camps have been going every 
year since being established 
back in 1978. 

Almost 1,000 Soccer 
students are expected to enrol 
for the April Camps which 
kick off on the 14th and go 
through till the 17th. 

For further information 


tefer to advertisement on- 


adjacent page, or telephone 
(02) 9971 6131 or (02) 9977 
2992. 

—John Economos 


Richard Alagich: Head 
Director at the camp 


kick up the backside. My 
players were extremely hurt 
by the FA Cup defeat because 
they didn’t think that they 
deserved it but they have 
reacted in the most positive 
manner and I am proud of 
them. 

“Our performance against 
Derby is one of the best since 
T’ve been the manager. But it 
is not the first time that we 
have played some exciting 
stuff away from home.” 

Leeds had some luck early 


‘on when they took the lead 
after eight minutes. A free- 
kick from the left by Gary 
Kelly ought to have been 
snapped up by Derby 
goalkeeper Mart Poom as it 
swirled into the six-yard box. 
But Poom stayed rooted to his 
line and central defender 
Jacob Laursen had the 
misfortune of deflecting the 
ball into the comer of the net 
under pressure from Leeds 


Not on this occasion. They 
were indecisive, disorganised 
and ready fodder for the swift 
counter-attacks by Leeds, who 
operated with only 
Hasselbaink up front and four 
men in midfield, 

Derby’s dithering 
defenders were all at sea in 
the 36th minute when 
Hasselbaink accelerated down 


the left flank to unleash a low 
cross that was just too far 
ahead of Haaland, but fell 
conveniently to Gunnar Halle 
at the far post, and he drove 
low to score for the first time 
in 54 games for Leeds. 


Tt got even more 


embarrassing in the 42nd 
minute when Derby's defence 
struggled to clear under 
pressure and the ball fell to 
Lee Bowyer to crack in a 
fierce shot from just inside the 
penalty area, 


Harry Kewell: On the mark again. 


There might have been a 
Derby revival just after the 
interval but referee Steve 
Lodge refused to give them 
the benefit of two hand-ball 
claims against Leeds who then 
proceeded to add to Derby’s 
humiliation, 

In the 59th minute the 
outstanding Kewell worked a 
one-two move — with 
Hasselbaink and accelerated 
clear of Derby defenders, who 


midfielder Alf Inge Haaland. thought he was offside, to 
Poom's clinically 
indecisiveness thread the ball 
was like a Das ort 
disease that J goalkeeper 
spread 3 Poom, 
throughout the & Derby's 
Derby defence demise was 
which hitherto. complete in 
this season, + : the 72nd 
has been a minute when, 
tock solid with his first 
force. ® touch of the 


ball, Leeds substitute Stephen 
McPhail launched the ball 
forward for Hasselbaink to 
romp away and add a fifth, 
and final goal. 

Next challenge for the 
Golden Boy of Australian 
Soccer is Brazil, this Saturday 
at the Parramatta Stadium. 


By vohn Ecoronice 


RETT EMERTON, 

Sydney  Olympic’s 

attacking right 
midfielder, whilst racing last 
Sunday to the Belmore Sports 
Ground for the match against 
Carlton, was involved in a car 
smash, 

With nobody ‘dented’, 
except the two vehicles, Brett 
was quickly on his mobile 
phone urgently calling for a litt 
to the Stadium, 

Undaunted, the Olympic 
player arrived well in time to 
nol only start the match but 
actually play a big part in his 
team’s victory. 


Brett Emerton: 
Olympic’s star 
international midfielder. 


HRISTIAN VIERI, the 

24-year-old former 

Marconi Youth player 
and today Italian World Cup 
striker, has really struck gold 
in the Spani: irst Division 
League for his club Atletico 
Madrid, 

Today Vieri is Spain's 
leading goalscorer with 16 
‘wickets’ from 16 matches, 

Atletico Madrid last year 
paid Italian Serie A side 
Juventus the monumental 
transfer sum of $27 million to 
pick up Vieri. 

Christian is known to the 
fanatical Spanish fans as ‘Il 
Capo’ (the boss) but his team- 
mates at Madrid call him 
“Superman’. 

Atletico Madrid lies in third 
spot on the Spanish ladder, 
largely thanks to Vieri’s 
goalscoring talents, 

‘The Aussie striker turns 25 


Be 
Christian Vieri: 
Previously an Aussie 
cricketing fanatic, today 
Spain’s leading 
goalscorer. 
on July 12th (the day of this 
year's World Cup Final being 

played in France). 
Christian spent nine years in 
Sydney (from five-years-old to 


14) and played for Marconi’s 
Junior teams. 
Ironically however, Vieri 
back in those days was an 
absolute cricket fanatic who 
worshipped none other than the 
Australian unyielding skipper, 
Allan Border. 
Come June and July, 
Australian Soccer fans watching 
the World Cup on SBS-TY, will 
take a very keen interest in 
Christian’s progress with the 
Italian World Cup team. 
kk 

‘ORTHERN SPIRIT is 

already gearing up for 

its first season in the 
Ericsson National League. 

Rumoured to have already 
signed up no less than 12 
players including former 
international Graham Amold as 
player-coach and Luke 
Casserly, the Spirit will be off to 
Asia during the coming off- 
season, 
It’s believed that the 
fledgling club will tour 
Malaysia starting with warm-up 
matches in Kuala Lumpur, 
x kk 


LUB MARCONI has 

almost completed its 

massive new car-park 
project costing oyer $7 
million, much to the eagerly 
awaited pleasure of its 21,500 
members. 

But no sooner will 
construction workers pack up 
their gear and leave Marconi 
Stadium, than they will return to 
the ‘Palace’ to kick off yet 
another huge project. 

Mr Tony Labbozzetta and 
Club Marconi’s Board of 
Directors have already blue- 
printed a mega $5 million 
expansion project for their 
delicious Bistro area, which 
although now is still quite 


Tony Labbozzetta: 
President of Club 
Marconi. 


modern, just can't cope with the 
large traffic of willing daily 
diners. 

This latest project, on 
completion, will see to it that all 
Club Marconi members will be 
able to sit in spacious air- 
conditioned areas, comfortably 
devouring their ‘Linguini 
Putanesca’, 

Ke. 


AUL BLANCO, the 

Australian Olympic 

oach, is most 
suspicious about the 
nationality of the curator at 
the Parramatta Stadium, 

Two weeks ago whilst 
diligently observing Sydney 
United battle with visiting 
Adelaide Sharks, Blanco was 
amazed at the amount of sand 
being kicked up by the racing 
players beneath the grassy 
playing surface. 


With the Brazilian Olympic 
team arriving tomorrow night, 
(Wednesday), in Sydney to play 
Australia this Saturday at the 
Parramatta Stadium, Blanco, a 
South American by origin, 
instantly became suspicio 

“What's going on? This pitch 
is looking more and more like 
the beach at Copacabana.” 

For the uninitiated, the 
Copacabana Beach is the world 
famous pure white sandy sea 
resort area in Brazil on which 
some 3,000 Brazilians play 
beach Soccer almost 18 hours a 


. 
With the Brazilians’ arrival, 
Blanco is understandably 
suspicious of a ‘doctored 
wicket’ being prepared for the 
livewire Latins, 

ek 


ecently ‘Good Oil’ 
reported a Sydney 
joccer journo almost 


being involved in a second car 
smash within days, but just 
managing to escape a second 
hit. 

But now ‘Good Oil’ has 
found a real ‘top scorer’ in the 
car smashing game. 

Another Soccer journo, (also 
from Sydney), has eclipsed the 
deeds of the first. And easily. 

The second journo was 
driving home late one night, 
(early morning really) when just 
200 metres from his place he 
fell asleep at the wheel and 
stacked into three neighbouring 
parked cars, Great shot. 

But there’s more, 

Weeks later, the same journo 
(by the way a none drinker), 
whilst driving in the rain and 
almost home, veered off the 
road and smashed into a parked 
Corolla. 

Yet there's more. 

Just recently the said Soccer 
journo, (by now without wheels 
of his own), borrowed his 
father’s nippy Daihatsu and 
again late of a night, whilst 
approaching his home, again fell 
asleep at the wheel but this time 
upgraded his ‘victim’ by 
stacking into a parked brand 
new B.M.W. 

Now that’s a real smashing 
hat-trick! 

kK 

HE ARSENAL, 

England’s premier 

north London club, has 
approached the owners to 
make an offer to buy out the 
world famous Wembley 
Stadium. 

The present holding 
Company, ‘Wembley Plc’, first 
received the offer in January 
from the Directors at Highbury. 

Highbury’s surrounds are 
most confined, forcing the 
Arsenal to date in making very 
limited improvements to their 
capacity for home games. 

kkk 

HE FOOTBALL 

ACADEMY OF 

EXCELLENCE will 
have some of the players of 
the touring Brazilian Olympic 
team at its classes this week at 
Miranda and Concord. 

It’s also expected that 
selected young students from 
the Academy will perform their 
ball-skills at half-time at the 
Australia vs Brazil match in 
Sydney on Saturday night at the 
Parramatta Stadium. 

kk 


BIO, Brazil’s 
outstanding young 
goalkeeper, has been 


including in the touring party 
that arrives in Sydney 


tomorrow. 


‘The Brazilians will do battle 
against the Australian Olympic 
team in a three game series in 


Sydney, Adelaide and Perth 
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BLACKTOWN. 


CARINGBAH 


EASTWOOD 


EMU PLAINS 


FAIRFIELD 


FRENCHS FOREST 


HUNTERS HILL 


ILLAWONG 


MONA VALE 


ROCKDALE 


GROUP BOOKING 


CAMP LOCATION: 


|HE NORTHERN 
SPIRIT, the National 
League’s latest addition 
for next season, has yet again 
made another signing for its 
squad next season, 
Migrating to Sydney to play 
for the Spirit will be 34 year old 
sweeper Ian Cooke, 


ae 


Cooke is a 


Norwich City, 


‘The tough lateral defender is 
currently playing in Japan's J- 
Lea 


APRIL SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 


highly 
experienced English defender 
who has played for Spurs and 


ee 
“Good Oil’ uncovered that 


Graham Arnold had no 
hesitation in signing up Cooke 
Jast week to come to Australia 


and playing for the fledgling 


club in the Ericsson League, 


Tuesday to Friday From 9.00am to 1.00pm Aprit 14 - Aprit 17 1998 
Richard Alagich, Technical Director 
FIFA Endorsed, Author of ‘Soccer, Winning Through Technique & Tactics” 


Evans High Schoo! 
Wolters Road, Biacktown 
Endeavour High Schoot 
The Boulevard, Caringbah 
Epping Boys Nigh Schoo! 
Vinsiere Road, Eastwood 
Nepean High Scfroot 
Groat ster Hwy, Ec Phins 

~ fairfield High Schoat 
The Horsley Drive, Farfcid 
Ties Forest High Sctool 
Frenchs Forest Rood. 
Frenchs Forest 
‘Hunters Hit High Seroot 
Reiby Street, Hunters Hit 
theca High Scsao! 
Gerald Road. flawong 
Kachenes Park 
Pittwater Road, Mona Yole 

~ St George Soccer Stadivmn 
Besuc Surees, Rockdale 


ALL LOCATIONS HAVE INDOOR FACILITIES IN THE 
EVENT OF WET WEATHER. 


EACH CAMP OFFERS YO 


DATE: 
TIMES: 
AGES: 
FEE: 
OPTIONAL: 


Tuesday April 14 to Friday Apeit 17 

9.00 am to 1.00 pm 

For boys and gitls aged 6 to 15 years 

$115.00 (check Group & Family discounts) 


$15.00 Umbro Soccer Ball 


COST INCLUDES: Technicalltacticat coaching 


Camp Tshirt 
Comp cap 
end of session drink 


Richard Alagich 

Highly Quolifed Youth Development Coach 

* Technicat Director ond Gooch of 
Austrata’s Fiest Apprenticeship scheme. 

Author of FIFA endorsed world wide 
publication 

“Noceer: Winning through 

Technique and Tactics” 

+ Director of dhe Richard Alupich 
Academy of Soccer -Ausizake / Japon. 


*Fectical Director of the National Soccee Leagues Nortiver Sport 
Football Chib Apprenoceship Scheme. 


PACIFIC-UMBRO SOCCER CAMP FEES 
with SPECIAL DISCOUNTS for your CLUB or FAMILY 
Get a group together and take advantage of these fantastic discounts: 


FAMILY BOOKING 


30 or more players $95 (ea) 


[Note: Club group bookings may be made by telephone, facsimile or moil, The discount applied 
depends on the final number of Application Forms received from the group} 


MR LES MURRAY 
‘Manager, SBS Sport says, 
“1 thoroughly recommend 
the Pacific-Umbre Soccer 
Camps to you...” 


Speciat 
price $15.08 


I player $115 Fchild $115 
5-9 players $110 (ea) 2 children $105 (ea) 
10-19 players $105 (ea) 3 or more children $95 (ea) 
20-29 players $100 (ea) 


Optional: Umbro Soccer ball, size 4 or 5 
Retail $35.00 ... 


mp 


Humphrey's. 


fred Wot Leading Austrobon 
Goalkeeper Coach. 


oe 
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NSW STATE LEAGUE 


SUPER LEAGUE ROUND ONE 


i) 
: 


~ 
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Blacktown City 
Bankstown City 
Parramatta Eagles 
Macarthur Rams 
‘Canterbury Berries 
Leichhardt Tigers 
Bonnyrigg We 

St George Saints 
Central Coast 
Sutherland Shire 
Eastern Suburbs 
Ryde City Gunners 


ecoosco-Hococeclt 
Pe-rHeooococeoon 
LLooH-Hnn 
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Canterbury Berries 
Macarthur Rams 
Leichhardt Tigers 
Eastern Suburbs 
Parramatta Eagles 
Blacktown City 
Ryde City Gunners 
St George Saints 
Bankstown City 
Bonnyrigg We 
Sutherland Shire 
Central Coast 
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Leichhardt Tigers 
Ryde City Gunners 
Canterbury Berries 
Parramatta Eagles 
Eastern Suburbs 
Macarthur Rams 
Sutherland Shire 
Central Coast 
Blacktown City 
Bankstown City 

St George Saints 
Bonnyrigg WE 


eooooKr-ocooscy 
Boe NKNNoocHHENy 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION: 

SUPER LEAGUE 

FIRST GRADE 
Macarthur Rams 1 (Z Usljebrka 79) Bt Sutherland Sharks 0, 
Leichhardt Tigers 2 (J Buonavoglia 75 M Talcevski 90) 
Drew Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 (J Warburton 40 D Harding 
42), Parramatia Eagles 2 (S Petrovski 14,64) Bt St George 
Saints 1 (A Araujo 44), Blacktown City 2 (S Berry 82 J 
Angelucci 89) Bt Ryde City Gunners 0, Canterbury Berries 1 
(650g) Bt Central Coast 0, Bankstown City 2 (T Valeski 40 
R Issa 90) Bt Eastern Suburbs 0. 


UNDER 21 
Macarthur Rams 4 Bt Sutherland Sharks 1, Leichardt Tigers 
3 Bt Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1, Parramatta Eagles 2 Bt St 
George Saints 1, Blacktown City 1 Drew Ryde City Gunners 
1, Canterbury Berries 6 Bt Central Coast 1, Eastern Suburbs 
3 Bt Bankstown City 1, 


UNDER 18 
Macarthur Rams 2 Drew Sutherland Sharks 2, Leichardt 
Tigers 4 Bt Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2, Parramatta Eagles 1 
Bt St George Saints 0, Ryde City Gunners 2 Bt Blacktown 
City 1, Canterbury Berries 2 Bt Central Coast 1, Eastern 
Suburbs 1 Bt Bankstown City 0. 


DIVISION ONE 

FIRST GRADE 
Penrith Panthers 2 (K Davies 5,80) Bt Illawarra Lions 1 (M 
Borg 20 Pen), Fairfiled Bulls 1 (S Gilbert 19) Bt Belmore 
Hercules 0, Aurbum United 4 (David Orlando 6 G Tasdemir 
40 Daniel Orlando 53 T Touac 55) Drew Ac United 4 (A 
Borello 29,52 B Beddoni 65,81), Bathurst ‘75 0 Drew 
Moorebank Sports 0, Manly Warringah 5 (T Preston 29 T 
Mikulski 42p A Krislovic 65,82,82p) Bt Stanmore Hawks 2 
(E Briscoe 20,63p), Hurstville City 3 (D Femandez 47 G 
Zabetakis 49 P Papouthis 89) Bt Rockdale City Suns 1 (E 
Macdonald 35), Hills United 5 (50g D Moss 20 P Vesos 
55,73 A Linley 84) Bt Mt Pritchard 2 (G Baldock 10 A Hall 
65). 
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UNDER 21 
Penrith Panthers 1 Bt Mlawarra Lions 0, Fairfield Bulls 7 Bt 
Belmore Hercules 0, Auburn United 4 Bt Ac United 3, 
Moorebank Sports | Bt Bathurst “75 0, Stanmore Hawks 1 Bt 
Manly Warringah 0, Hurstville City 1 Bt Rockdale City Suns 
0, Hills United 2 Drew Mt Pritchard 2. 


UNDER 18 
Fairfield Bulls 2 Bt Belmore Hercules 1, Ac United 2 Bt 
Aurburn United 1, Bathurst *75 | Bt Moorebank Sports 0, 
Manly Warringah 2 Bt Stanmore Hawks 1, Hurstville City 2 
Drew Rockdale City Suns 2, Hills United 2 Bt Mt Pritchard 
1, Illawarra Lions 5 Bt Penrith Panthers 3. 


DIVISION TWO 

FIRST GRADE 
Greystanes 1 Bt Parramatta City 0, Alexander Warriors 2 
Bt Mt Druitt Town Rangers 1, Liverpool City 1 Bt 
Arncliffe Scots 0, Dulwich Hill 3 Bt Hurstville ZSC 0, 
Sydney District 3 Bt Gladesville Untied 1, Hadjuk 
Wanderers 4 Bt Uni NSW 1. 


UNDER 21 
Uni NSW 2 Bt Hadjuk Wanderers 0, Dulwich Hill 3 Bt 
Hurstville ZSC 2, Gladesville United 2 Bt Sydney District 1, 
Greystanes 5 Bt Parramatta City 0, Alexander Warriors 3 Bt 
Mt Druitt Town Rangers 2, Liverpool City 7 Bt Amcliffe 
Scots 0, 


UNDER 18 
Gladesville United 1 Drew Sydney District 1, Greystanes 2 
Bt Parramatta City 0, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 11 Bt 
Alexander Warriors 0, Liverpool City 4 Bt Amliffe Scots 0, 
Hurstville ZSC 1 Bt Dulwich Hill 0, Hadjuk Wanderers 3 Bt 
Uni NSW 1. 


FEDERATION DIVISION ONE 
ROUND 4 
IRST GRADE 
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Stanmore Hawks: 
Rockdale City Suns 
Hurstville City 
Penrith Panthers 
Bathurst ‘75 
Manly Warringah 
Fairfield Bulls 
Hills United 

Ac United 
Auburn United 
Belmore Hercules 
Mt Pritchard 
Moorebank Sports 
Mlawarra Lions 
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Hills United 
Fairfield Bulls 
Manly Warringah 
Hurstville City 
Penrith Panthers, 
Moorebank Sports 
Aubum United 
Ac United 

Mt Pritchard 
Bathurst ‘75 
Rockdale City Suns 
Stanmore Hawks 
Belmore Hercules 
Mlawarra Lions 
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Fairfield Bulls 
Manly Warringah 
Stanmore Hawks 
Ac United 
Bathurst “75 
Tilawarra Lions 
Moorebank Sports 
Penrith Panthers 
Castle Hill United 
Mt Pritchard 
Belmore Hercules 
Rockdale City Suns 
Hurstville City 
Auburn United 
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FEDERATION DIVISION TWO 
ROUND 2 
FIRST GRADE 


Dulwich Hill 
Sydney District 
Greystanes 
Hadjuk Wanderers 
Alexander Warriors 
Amliffe Scots 
Gladesville United 
Liverpool City 
Hurstville ZSC 

Mt Druitt Town 
Parramatta City 
Uni Of NSW 
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Dulwich Hill 

Uni OFNSW 
Gladesville United 
Liverpool City 


Greystanes 
Mt Druitt Town 
‘Alexander Warriors 
Hadjuk Wanderers 
Amcliffe Scots 
Parramatta City 
Sydney District 
Hurstville ZSC 
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Mt Druitt Town 
Liverpool City 
Sydney District 
Hadjuk Wanderers 
Gladesville United 
Hurstville ZSC 
Greystanes 
Dulwich Hill 
Parramatta City 
Ameliffe Scots 
Uni Of NSW 
Alexander Warriors 
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SUPER LEAGUE 


ROUND 2 
Sunday 22 March 


Blacktown City v Bonnyrigg WE 
Gabbie Stadium 3pm 
Central Coast v Sutherland Sharks 
Pluim Park 3pm 
St George Saints v Eastern Suburbs 
St George Stadium 3pm 
Bankstown City v Canberbury M/ville 
Jensen Park 3pm 
Parramatta Eagles v Leichhardt Tigers 
Melita Stadium 3.30pm 
Macarthur Rams v Ryde City 


Lynwood Park 6pm 


SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE — 0055 22885 
Max. call cost 75c/min — IDS = 
(Higher rate applies with mobile and public phones) 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
ROUND 1 
GB Git «Gis G6 
Blacktown City v Marconi Fairfield 
34 10 O4 0-1 
Wollongong City v Sutherland Shite 
Gio St. 16 Mit 
Sydney United v Eastern Suburbs 
04 AP 42D 
Manly Warringah y Macarthur Rams 
oo 00 OO 
Leichhardt Tigers v Sydney Olympic 
hea may Kline) 
ville Hornsby v Parramatta Eagles 
or 200 30 
Souther Districts v N'castle Breakers 
3 400 $110 
DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 
ROUND 1 

on dS GHG 
Rockdale City Suns v lawarra Lions 
03-322, 
1 George Saints v Southern Branch 
Wn 22> 32 OH 
CSI Scholfields v Bankstown Assoc 


5403 2 14 
bury Assoc v B'rigg White Eagles 
7 41308 
"Nepean Association v Peoith Panthers 
0 13 22 26 
‘AC United v Central Coast, 


Per 61 25 
Ryde City v Blacktown Association 
32 0 al roy 


SOCCER 
DERATION 


SOUTH 
AUSTRALIAN 
SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


(INC) 


Round 2 
MUTUAL COMMUNITY 
FEDERATION CUP 


West Adehide 4 ElizabethCity 2 
Adel Blue Eagles 3. Croydon Kings 2 
Cumberland Uid 2 CiownCity 0 
PeraHills 0 Raiders 4 
Modbury Jets (i) 1 Port Adel Lion 6 
WhiteCily 1 PPRedDevils 0 
E'eth Downs (a) 2. Adeluide Hills 1 
Salisbury Uid 1 WTBirkalla 6 


Round 2 
MUTUAL COMMUNITY 


UNDER 23 CUP 
Olympians 3: Port Adel Lion 0 
Modbury «3. C'town Clty 4 
Raiders 2 Noarlunga Uid 3 
BlzabethCiy 1 Enfield ity 3 
Adelaide Cobras 1 Croydon Kings, 6 
‘Adel Blue Eagles 0 SAS 6 
Cumberland Ud 2 WTBitkela 1 


Round 2 
BAILETTI 
UNDER 19 CUP 


Adelaide Cobris 0 Salisbury United 3 
Raiders 2 Cumberland Utd 1 
PortPire City 1 EnieldCity 5 
Port Adel Lion 2 CiownCiy 3 
Olympizns 0 Modbury 2 
White City 1 Adel Blue Eagles 2 
PeaHills 0 WT'Biskalls 4 
Croydon Kings 2 Adelaide ills 0 


fe ILLAWARRA INSIG 


By Phil Murphy 


HORSLEY A 
CLASS ACT 


‘ou have to wonder why 

Matt Horsley never 
wore the green and gold of 
Australia, 

Some of his performances 
this season have been 
outstanding. 

Against South Melbourne, 
with his team a man short 
after only 20 minutes, the 
Wolves captain had a blinder. 

He is a superb athlete and 
at times surprises even his 
own team-mates with his 
displays at wingback, 

Looking back at the recent 
internationals against Japan 
and South Korea, one or two 
of the players who were in the 
Australian squad should never 
have been there. 

Horsley has definitely been 

playing well enough this 
season to have made that 
squad. 
He has taken it all in his 
stride, noting that it would 
have been nice to have gained 
international recognition, 

“T made a training camp for 
a game against Colombia 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


CARLTON 


lhe Blues have switched 

their final two home 
games of the season away 
from Optus Oval to Olympic 
Park. 

Optus Oval is the home of 
AFL clubs Carlton and 
Western Bulldogs and the 
games haye been moyed to 
avoid a clash with AFL 
fixtures. 


‘The AFL season starts on 
March 27 and the: ground will 
host 17 games during the year. 


The games against 
Newcastle Breakers (round 
23) and Gippsland Falcons 
(round 25), will be played on 
Monday and Sunday nights 
respectively. 

Carlton apparently are keen 
for a switch for their home 
games next season away from 
Saturday.. 

‘Their only previous Sunday 
game was against South 
Melbourne where a crowd of 
‘over 10,000 turned out for one 
of the games of the year. 


under Thommo (former coach 
Eddie Thomson) a few years 
back,” Horsley said. 

“That was an interesting 
experience”. These days, my 
ambition is to be as successful 
‘as possible with the Wolves. 
“We have had a good 
season but it is vital we make 
the play-offs, 

“The boys are confident 
they can beat any team in the 
league and anything can 
happen when it comes down 
to the play-offs.” 


The Wolves have three of 
their last four league games: 
Adelaide Sharks, Perth and 
Sydney United, all at the 
cauldron of Brandon Park. 

Horsley felt the way the 
team have been playing at 
home suggests they will have 


MELBOURNE 
KNIGHTS 


drian Cervinski has 

been officially cleared to 
play for Carlton after the 
Knights lost a bid to 
overturn the decision by a 
Soccer Australia tribunal 
‘that he was a free agent. 

‘The Knights took their case 
to the Supreme Court, but 
could not get an injunction to 
stop Cervinski playing for 
Carlton, 

The striker had already 
made his debut for the Blues, 
as a substitute against 
Marconi, two weeks ago. 

‘The tribunal ruled that both 
Cervinski and goalkeeper 
Vilson Knezevic were free 
agents because the Knights 
hadn't paid the players 
particular money owing to 
them, 


Melbourne Knights were 
also ordered by the Supreme 
Court to pay Soccer 
Australia’s legal bills. 

The loss of Knezevic 
leaves the Knights with a 
problem. 

Regular keeper Joe 
Didulica will miss rounds 23 


acrack at the play-offs. 

“The fans have been great 
at home games this season, 
We want to make the top six 
for them. With the first games 
of the play-offs being home 
and away affairs I am sure we 
will get a record crowd no 
matter who we play first. 

kkk 


| use Naumovski was a 
surprise addition to the 
Wolves bench for the game 
against South Melbourne. 

Just 48 hours earlier 
Naumovski was signed from 
Mlawarra club Wollongong 
White Eagles, as a result of 
the long injury list at the 
club. 

Michael Reda, Neil 
Harlock and David Huxley are 
out for the season and 
dynamic Sonny Sevin recently 
‘underwent ankle surgery. 

With other players carrying 
niggling injuries, coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos needed 
some kind of insurance, and 
he opted for Naumovski. The 
former Varda midfielder has 
plenty of national league 
experience with the Wolves 
and Sydney United. 

Last season he played with 
Kemblawarra and helped 
them win promotion to the 


and 24 games against 
Adelaide City and Newcastle 
Breakers respectively. 
The Knights will either 
have to apply to Soccer 
Australia to sign a goalkeeper 
after the transfer deadline has 
expired, or use youth team 
keeper Andrew Belajich, who 
has not played a senior game. 
The Knights are in the 
running for a finals berth but 
the loss of Didulica and 
Zeljko Susa to the Olyroo 
squad plus the recent 
retirement of Alan Davidson 
will stretch what is already a 
threadbare squad. 


PREMIER 
LEAGUE 
COACHING 
CHANGES 


he annual coaching 

dramas have begun in 
the Premier League, with 
two coaches already looking 
for new jobs. 

Just seven rounds in and 
both Heidelberg United and 
Springvale White Eagles have 
parted company with their 
coaches, 

Heidelberg coach Angelo 
Koutos was sacked after a 
poor string of results. Six 
committeemen also left the 
club with Koutos and three or 
four players also likely to be 
transferred. 

Koutos’ assistant, Con 


ISA premier league. In the 
off-season he moved to the 
Eagles, 

Friday was the transfer 
deadline for Ericsson Cup 
clubs and Naumovski went to 
the Wolves on loan for a 
month. 


Michael Reda: one of a 
number of injured at 
Wollongong. 


UIC VOICE 


Pappas, is in charge for the 
moment, although he didn’t 
get off to a great start losing 
his first game in charge 5-1 at 
home to bottom side 
Moorabbin City. 


Dusan Kalezic resigned 
from his post at Springvale 
White Eagles, frustrated with 
the lack of players that the 
club had signed to replace the 
ones who had le! 

Danny Gnjidic, Anthony 
Burlak and Zlatko Mihajlovic 
had all left in the off season, 
only to be replaced with two 
players, Carlos Retre and 
Zoran Cyetkovski. 

‘On top of this, the White 
Eagles have lost Nick 
Kovacevie, George Uzelac 
and Predrag Mladenovic for 
the season with injuries. 

Kalezic’s assistants 
Zdravko Lujic and Aki 
Kotzamichalis are in charge 
for the time being. 

Let’s hope the club can sort 
out their problems real soon. 


By Dane Skafte 


ZANE READY FOR 
BRAZIL 


ig Breakers striker Clayton Zane has 

been named in a 20-man Olyroos squad 
to play Brazil’s U/23 side in Australia later 
this month, 

The 20-year-old has scored eight goals this 
season, but will face some tough opposition for 
a place in the squad from Leeds United’s star 
Socceroo and Golden Boy, Harry Kewell, who 
is reputedly flying home for the series. 


Samba Soccer? Zane is ready to make 
headlines against Brazil. 


‘The three-match series titled ‘The Olyroo 
Challenge’ starts in Sydney on Saturday March 
21 at Parramatta Stadium with the second 
match being played at the Hindmarsh stadium 
in Adelaide the following Tuesday. The final 
clash will be played in Perth on March 28 (Sat) 
at the W.A.C.A (see ads in this edition), 

Zane was extremely pleased about his 
selection and was looking forward to the 
challenge. 

“It should be a great series, I have been 
talking to Northern Spirit coach Graham 
Amold and he has put me on the right track for 
next season,” Zane said. 
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THOMAS’ BRIEF 
RETURN 


rmer Breakers midfielder Scott 

‘Thomas was was back on his old turf last 

Friday, not with the Breakers - but with 
new club Adelaide City Zebras, 

He has performed so well for the Zebras this 
season that coach John Nyskohus rates him as 
having one of the best workrates in his side. 

Thomas, 23, said: “It’s good to be back 
home again and I am pleased things are 
working out in Adelaide,” 

“Tt will be great to spend time with my 
parents and friends,” he added. 

Along with Scott Thomas, other players to 
have moved were Troy Halpin, to Perth Glory 
and possibly England later this year, and 
Clayton Zane is confirmed for Northern Spirit 
next year, proving once again the region's 
ability to produce quality footballers. 


kkk 


FREDDY THIS JOB IS 
BIG! 


he Newcastle Topper Breakers were 

urgently waiting for a clearance for new 
recruit Phouad ‘Freddy’ Umlil to play 
against Adelaide City last Friday night. 

‘The clearance was needed from the French 
Football Association, Umlil impressed coach 
John Kosmina and his team-mates in last 
week’s training and Kosmina believes he will 
be an asset to the side with his quick passes and 
his accurate heading ability. 

The Breakers have signed four players this 
year: Umlil, AIS defender Eddie Bosnar, 
midfielder Leo Langone and gun striker Reece 
Tollenaere. Pretty good recruting for a club on 
a tight budget, and we hope to bring you more 
information on this French player in the future. 


CITY INDEX 
SPORTS 


Asia-Pacific’s only Index Betting Company 
A Subsidiary of City Index London 


Offering index betting & fixed odds on all major sporting events 


SELECTED 


INDEX BETTING 


FIXED ODDS 


MATCHES 


Supremacy 


Total Goals 


To Win Draw 


Arsenal 0.8 
Sheffield Wed TA 


9-4 


Man United 0.8 
Wimbledon 141 


1-2 


6-1 9-4 


Total Goals — An index where you decide whether there will be more or less goals than we 
predict. If you believe there will be 3 or more goals, you buy at 2.9. If the result is 4-1 
(6 goals) you would win 2.1 (5 - 2.9) times your stakes. If you believe there will be 2 or less 
goals, you sell at 2.6 


Outside Australia — Phone +612 62072911 


= 1300 65 65 40 
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PAR 
EXCELLENCE 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 


AUSTRALIAN & 
Brinish Soccer 


Dear Mr J. Economos, 

I read your article on 
10/3/98 in the ABSW “Good 
Oil” on Mr David Hill, 

You used the words ‘par 
excellence’ which one hears 
mainly in French, according- 
ly, 1 will use a wise French 
proverb which is; “La critique 
est ais mais l'art est difficile”, 
meaning it is easy to criticise 
someone but when the criti- 
ciser finds himself in the 
same situation as the criti- 
cised, he may find out that he 
also can not do better. 

I prefer a person who, by 
trying to be sincere and prag- 
matic, risks to be considered 
conceited than one who dis- 
plays false modesty. 

I think we must accept 
three facts concerning Mr 
Hill, 

Firstly, after becoming 
Chairman of SA, gradually 
the number of people attend- 
ing soccer matches increased 
considerable. OF course as it 
was to expected after our 
failure to appear in the World 
Cup, the number decreased. 


iss 


Secondly, through his ini- 
tiative in engaging Mr 
Venables our world ranking 
changed from fifty second to 
thirty second, Many of our 
Socceroos praised his coach~ 
ing capacity and are still con- 
tinuing to do so even after our 
defeat to Iran. 

Third, and not least, during 
his chairmanship, the amount 
of crowd disturbances and 
fights on and especially off 
the field, which were pro- 
voked by people who were 
more interested in settling 
their historical, political and 
racial differences rather than 
watch the game, decreased 


David Hill 


considerably. This resulted in 
not only enabling people to 
enjoy football unintimidated, 
but started encouraging main- 
stream Australians to come to 
soccer matches which will 
eventually facilitate full-time 


professionalism. 

I’ also like to say I wish 
and hope that Mr Hill will 
stay with us at least for anoth- 
er six years. Soccer in 
Australia needs him now 
more than ever before, 

I know this opinion is 
shared by all those who are 
eager to enjoy the World 
Game per se. 

On the other hand, there 
are of course those who will 
disagree with me, who want 


soccer in Australia to become 
again the parochial game it 
used to be before Mr Hill’s 
time and who will be some- 
what unperturbed if our love~ 
ly country reverts back in the 
rankings to fifty second or 
close to it. 

1 am sure that many 
Australians, who want to see 
their country recognised as a 
world power in soccer, will 
agree that Mr Hill is the man 
to do it, because he is effi- 
ciency, progress and unity for 
soccer in Australia “par éxcel- 
lence.” 

Stephen Sassinis 
North Carlton, Victoria 


number for verification. 


WEEKLY 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. 


Dear Sir, 

Now that David Hill is positioning himself 
for a new career I am totally bemused by his 
claim that Oz Soccer cannot afford to lose him. 

When you cut away his trademark hollow 
rhetoric, glib statements and empty gestures, 
it’s very hard to see why Oz Soccer ever need- 
ed him in any capacity. 

Take the NSL. The gains made by the 
admission of Perth Glory have been more than 
negated by the 
league's failure else- 
where. 

Worse still, 
Soccer has not 
gained one iota of 
advantage from the 
Rugby League war 
(now over) but AFL 
did in a big way. 

The ‘Oz Tel’ 
adventure was, as I 
predicted from day 
one, a total disaster 
for Oz Soccer, with Venables being the only 
beneficiary in the end. SA paid Oz Tel mega- 
bucks on a part-time basis to get the Socceroos 
to France 98 and still failed. The Socceroos had 
the best selection of players and the easiest 
group qualification matches ever, yet under the 
brilliant stewardship of David Hill the 
Socceroos lost the unlosable opportunity. 

‘Yet there are some things David Hill is good 


at: 
1/ Clocking up frequent flier points and fre- 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


REFLECTIONS 


quent travelling overseas, 

2 Antagonising people and making enemies 
ata record rate, 

3/ Lining the pockets of the legal fraternity 
with the excessive amount of legal fees 
incurred by SA caused by his reckless action, 
which were avoidable; 

4/ Taking credit for things he had little or 
nothing to do with and blaming others for his 
many follies. : 

In conclusion, it’s 
very easy to see how 
David Hill has benefit- 
ed by his stay at SA 
but very hard to see 
how Oz Soccer has 
gained any tangible 
benefit from his pres- 
ence, 

Yours in Soccer 
R. Melor 
Bondi, NSW 

Editor's note: 

A rather cynical 
look at what has happened since the Hill regime 
took control of the governing body I feel. 

Quite apart from a few obvious additions to 
the sport, placing the name of Soccer (real foot- 
ball) into the Australian public’s thoughts can- 
not be swept aside like a leaf on a path, 
Hindsight is wonderful, but neither Hill nor 
Venables were on the pitch against Iran, 

‘Some you win, some you lose,” sadly, we 
lost this one, 


FORMAT THE LEAGUE 


Dear Sir, 

How is this for a new for- 
mat: take 14 teams, everyone 
plays each other once before 
Christmas (so we may get to 
see the real Socceroos, not 
just the best of the locals), 
and call this the “qualifying 
tournament’. 

After the New Year, we 
have phase two: take the top 
eight (call this the ‘champi- 
onship tournament’), who 
then play each other twice. 
The other six clubs are joined 
by the two successful appli- 
cants from the State Leagues 
who will also play each other 


Ss 


| HOW.......? 


With my help you’ll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 


At very competitive prices 


Accredit 


© 0419 


BRITISH S! 


Will come to you 


ILIAS ORFANIDIS 


9601 


ed Fitness Leader 


622 685 
1761 A.H. 


twice (the ‘relegation tourna- 
ment’). 

Then for the Finals: the top 
three in the ‘championship 
tournament’ go forward, 
fourth spot plays the winner 
of the ‘qualifying tourna- 
ment’ (unless they finish third 
or better) and fifth goes to the 
winner of the ‘relegation tour- 
nament’. 

‘The two clubs that are rele- 
gated are free to apply for the 
next ‘Relegation 
‘Tournament’. 

Finals are played the same 
way as the ‘Final Five’ series 
used by other football codes 


in the past. 
P. D. Blanco, 
Ashcroft, NSW 


Editor's note: 

This is definitely a differ- 
ent approach to the ‘end of 
season fiasco’, as many refer 
toil 

Sadly, I feel it would 
become too unwieldy to be of 
use when most supporters still 
struggle to understand the 
‘Top Six’ format (see centre 
pages for full details). Mind 
you, what do the readers 
think? 


tou 


IN RESPONSE 


Dear Sir, 

In answering your question 
in ABSW (Vol 19, No. 866): 
‘How many Italians, Greeks, 
Asians or Hungarians do you 
see.at Sydney United or, if it 
comes to that, any other 
matches?’ Well forget the 
Ttalians and Greeks, they have 
their own clubs, 

I don’t know about the 
others, but I stopped going 
to Ericsson Cup games 
because of the late kick- 
offs, It isn’t safe to travel on 
the trains in the evenings. 

Other reasons given 
to me for non-atten- 
dance are: 

1/ “Too late for 
the kids, they’re / 
sleeping,” ‘ 

2 My wife 
stays home 
with the 
children 
and I 
stay with 
her,” 

3/ “I have to get up for 
work at 5.00am (for Sunday 
matches).”” 

In winter 1 follow 
Blacktown City but, as I 
remember it, the idea of 
“Summer Soccer’ was to get 
more supporters to games, but 
it isn’t happening, so why 
persist with it? 

If the season was moved 
back to the winter months, 
during the close-season of 
June-July, we could have: 

1/ ALL of our overseas 
based players at home, 

2/ We could field 2-3 full 
teams of stars, 

3/ We could stage inter- 
national matches in FOUR 
capital cities, 

4/ With national or big 
name club sides coming out 
here for their pre-season 
matches, we would encourage 
the large attendances, 


‘The proof of what I'm say- 
ing lies with New York 
Cosmos, Argentina and Iran 


games attracting large 
crowds. 

R. Marton, 

St Marys, NSW 


Editor's note: 
The reason I posed the 
question to you in the first 
place was simply because you 
singled out one section of the 
community which, in your 
words, were the most ill-man- 
nered of all and those not 
attending matches are 

mainly to blame. 
Once again your 
theory falls down 
by suggesting that 
‘Italians and 
Greeks’ have 
their own 
clubs! 
‘Therein lies 
your prob- 
Jem, It is 
that very 
thinking that keeps many sup- 
porters away. 

Adelaide City, Marconi, 
Sydney Olympic, South 
Melbourne, Sydney United 
etc, would haye no qualms 
at all if their supporters 
were not of the ethnic com- 
munities you refer to, if it 
meant their crowds were up. 
And that is not to detract 
from those who do attend 
the games. 

In the main they are 
respectable, friendly, family 
people who go to watch 
football and enjoy them- 
selves, just as I and many 
thousands of others do. 

‘Inference’ is no proof of 
anything, be wary of unsub- 
stantiated attacks and gener- 
alised statements. Your 
opinion is recognised and 
gratefully received, 


RIGHT TO 
REPLY 


Dear Sir, 

Thanks for publishing my 
letter the other week. I've had 
a fair bit of feedback from it 
(mostly email). 

The general point of view 
is that I hit a nerve by describ- 
ing the overseas section as 
‘uninteresting’. 

The correspondence I've 
received indicates that readers 
are more interested in local 
noise and therefore entitled to 
more of its content and less 
overseas coverage, 

If a reader wants overseas 
news and info they will buy 
Foreign Language 
Publications. 

I think you underestimate 
the main interests and con- 
cerns of your readers. 

While I’m at it, how about 
doing away with photos on 
the back page and giving us a 
decent fixture list. 

And, indications are that 


you will soon be receiving 

some Webzines from their 

respective editors and T hope 

that you will be able to review 

them in due course. 

Keep up the good work. 

Geoff Coy, 
email letter 


Editor's note: 

Perhaps I didn’t make it 
clear the last 100 times? 

Correspondence received 
at ABSW Towers veers away 
from your opinion and, as for 
the fixtures list, I can only re- 
iterate that we would love to 
print it but for certain reasons 
we cannot at this time. 

I have absolutely NO 
intention of revealing why 
but, suffice to say, that is the 
official answer you will 
receive from us, however, I 
will ask John Economos to 
answer this question next 
time. 


By Roy Hay 


Southern Division 


League leader Melbourne Knights and the Victorian 
Institute of Sport played a high quality match at Knights 
Stadium, with excitement, controversy and plenty of skill from 
both teams before the home side got home by two goals to one. 
Mijo Trupkovic came closest to scoring for the Knights in the 
first-half, but was denied by some brilliant stops by Martin John 
in the VIS goal, Damon Collina had the ball in the net for the 
Knights but this was chalked off for offside. 

Trupkovic was substituted to sit on the bench for the seniors, 
and Steve Vugdelja took his place. In 63 minutes the Knights 
went ahead with a controversial goal. Martin John went up for a 
high cross under challenge but when he came down the ball 
squirmed from his grasp and, in the opinion of the assistant ref- 
eree, crossed the line before John hauled it back. On 72 minutes 
Mario Jurjevic pounded a free-kick against the VIS crossbar and 
when the ball rebounded John Kalabric poked it into the net. 
Straight from the kick-off the VIS ran down field and Fab 
Lettieri coolly beat his man and slotted the ball past Andrew 
Belaich, 

Substitute Bill Petroyski then tried to squeeze a shot under 
Belaich and Joey di Jorio had the ball in the net for what he 
thought was the equaliser only to be denied by yet another off- 
side flag. 

A last minute goal by Even Papadopoulos enabled South 
Melbourne to claim a victory over Albury Wodonga by two 
goals to one in'a match played at Myrtleford on Saturday. John 
Ritchie put Albury Wodonga on the board after 50 minutes and 
Tasso Tragakis equalised for South Melbourne, Ben Menzies in 
midfield and defender Neil Waddington held sway for Albury 
Wodonga and Robert Liparotti stood out for the Blues. Just 
when it seemed the match would end in a draw Papadopoulos 
broke through for the winner. 

Carlton kept up its chase of the Knights with a three-one win 
over Bentleigh Greens, Adam Pongho opened for Carlton in 41 
minutes but Con Papettas equalised three minutes later. An own 
goal on the stroke of half-time gave Carlton the advantage and 
Robert Trajkovski scored five minutes into the second-half to 
make certain of victory. 

Heidelberg United had a six-nil win over Altona Magic, 
largely thanks to a Nick Papoutsis hat-trick in 40, 65 and 86 
minutes. Ersan Yasan put the Bergers on the board on 35 min- 
utes and Tony Ouliaris and Peter Natsis added the other goals on 
59 and 70 minutes respectively. 


Northern Division 


League leader AIS was beaten by three goals to two by 
Newcastle Breakers at Topper Stadium on Friday. The 
Breakers led by a Peter Juchniewicz goal after eight minutes 
though Kevork Gulesserian equalised in 25 minutes. In the sec- 
ond-half, Gavin Vitullo scored his first of the season for the 
Breakers in 65 minutes only for the prolific Chris Tanchevski to 
reply for the AIS in 83 — Tanchevski scoring against the club 
from which he came to the Institute. David Hodgson bobbed up 
with the winner for the Breakers six minutes from time. 

UTS Olympic had a narrow two-one win over Marconi 
Fairfield Colts. Angelo Petratos and Kimon Taliadoros scored 
for Olympic and Leigh Gunn for the Colts. 

Marconi Fairfield had no trouble in beating Sydney United 
by four goals to one at Marconi Stadium on Saturday. Joe Bruni 
scored the first two goals in 16 and 29 minutes, taking his total 
for the season to thirteen, and Fernando Pellegrino completed 
the scoring in the first-half on 43 minutes. Nick Bosevski was on 
target for United but Luke Tomich restored Marconi’s three goal 
advantage 16 minutes from the ball. 

Wollongong City downed the New South Wales Institute of 
Sport by five goals to one, and the goals were shared around six 
players. Dylan McAllister scored for the home side, and Ray 
Younis, Kane Maccabei, Paul Reid, Victor Costabile and 
Sebastian Sinozic, making a welcome return to Australian 
action, for the Wolves, 

‘The QAS just managed to beat Sydney United Colts by two 
goals to one at the Sydney United Sports Centre. Gareth Dorey 
got a goal for Queensland but the Colts equalised through Marin 
Galic and it was very late in the game when coach Gary Phillips 
notched the winner, 

He had to take part because so many of his regulars had been 
called up by Frank Farina for the seniors. “You haven't lost your 
touch,” I queried: “You can’t lose what you never had,” the 
modest coach replied. 


Round 23 
Southern Division 


Wednesday 18 March 
Altona Magic v Bulleen Inter (7 pm, Paisley Park) 


Saturday 21 March 
VIS v Albury-Wodonga (4 pm, Kim Reserve) 
Heidelberg United v Cariton (3 pm, Olympic Village) 
(match brought forward from Round 24) 
Sunday 22 March 
South Melbourne v Gippsland Falcons (3.30 pm, Bob Jane Stadium) 
South Melbourne Rockets v Melbourne Knights (already played) 


Bye v Bentleigh Greens 


Northern Division 


Saturday 21 March 
UTS Olympic Colts v NSWIS (4.30 pm, St George Stadium) 


AIS v Sydney United Colts (7 pm, AIS Soccer Fields) 
QAS v ACTAS (4.30 pm, Suncorp Stadium) 


Sunday 22 March 
Sydney United v UTS Olympic (5 pm, Parramatta Stadium) 


Marconi Fairfield Colts v Newcastle Breakers (5 pm, Marconi Stadium) 


Wollongong City, Marconi Fairfield - Byes 


Leading Goalscorers 


Northern Division 


Mile Sterjovski AlS/Sydney United 25 
Mark Hagger Marconi Colts 20 
Joe Bruni Marconi Fairfield 13 
Chris Tanchevski Newcastle Breakers/AIS 11 
Azur Mujanovic Sydney United 10 
Jim Bakis UTS Olympic 10 
Nick Carle UTS Olympic 10 
Southern Division 
Adis Kablar Melbourne Knights 14 
John Kalabric Melbourne Knights 13 
Zoran Petrevski VIS 12 
Jovanco Novacevski Carlton 10 


Luke Cheney 


Gippsland Falcons 9 


Round 22 
Southern 
Division 


Albury Wodonga 1 South Melbourne 2 
Ritchie Tragakis, Papadopoulos 
Heidelberg United 6 Altona Magic 0 
Papoutsis 3, Yasan, Ouliaris, Natsis 


Melbourne K 2 VIS 1 
0g, Kalabric Lettieri 

Bentleigh Greens 1 Carlton 3 
Papettas Pongho, og, Trajkovski 


Bulleen Inter, South Melbourne Rockets, Gippsland 
Falcons - Bye 


Northern 
Division 


UTS Olympic 2 Marconi Colts 1 


Petratos, Taliadoros Gunn 
Newcastle B 3 AIS 2 
Juchniewicz, Vitullo, Gulesserian, Tanchevski 


Hodgson 


Marconi Fairfield 4 Sydney United 1 


Bruni 2, Pellegrino, Bosevski 
Tomich 
NSWIS 4 Wollongong City 5 
McAllister Younis, Maccabei, Reid, 
Costabile, Sinozic 
Sydney Utd Colts 1 QAS 2 
Galic Dorey, Phillips 
Monday 16 March 
ACTAS v UTS Olympic Colts 
Southern 
Division 
PwWwoOD L F A Pte 
Melb Knights 18 16 0 2 77 20 48 
Carlton 17:15 0 2 37 10 45 
G Falcons 17:12 2 3 42 17 38 
VIS 168 3 5 37 19 27 
Bulleen 16 8 2 6 26 21 26 
Bentleigh 18 7 2 9 26 33 23 
Heidelberg 176 2 9 25 40 20 
Albury 18 5 1 12 26 32 16 
Sth Melb 17 4 3 10 32 30 15 
Altona 7 3 2 12 19 66 11 
SM Rockets 7 1 «1 «15 13 72 4 
Northern 
= oes 
Division 
PWOD LF A Pts 
AIS 19 13 2 4 67 19 41 
W'gong City 20 11 4 5 43 36 37 
UTS Olympic 18 10 4 4 55 27 34 
QAS 19 9 4 6 40 24 31 
Syd Utd 18 8 6 4 50 33 30 
Marconi 19 9 2 8 38 36 29 
Newcastle 18 7 5 6 39 34 26 
Marconi Colts 19 7 3 9 30 43 24 
ACTAS 18 5 5 8 23 49 20 
SU Colts 18 4 3 11 23 50 15 
UTS Colts 18 3 3 12 27 62 12 
NSWIS 18 2 5 11 21 43 11 
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WOLVES WIN IN STYLE 


GIPPSLAND FALCON WOLLONGONG WOLVES. 


By Damian | Tripodi 


great performance by 

brilliant captain Matt 
Horsley led to the 3-2 win by 
Wollongong over the 
Gippsland Falcons at Falcons 
Park on Sunday. 

The win has taken the 
Wolves from fifth to fourth 
place on the ladder, whilst for 
the Gippslanders, the loss means 
that the dream of making the top 
six has almost come to an end. 

Nevertheless, to quote coach 
Frank Arok: “It’s not over until 
the fat lady sings.” 

It was evident that the 
Falcons, undermanned through 
injuries and suspensions, clearly 
missed the services of sweeper 
Tony Sekulic, consistent 
midfielder Will Hastie and the 


mercurial Joe Tricarico, 

The comparatively small 
Gippsland crowd of 2,450 truly 
got their money’s worth as the 
game was an entertaining, 
eventful contest characterised by 
end-to-end play. 

The Falcons began with 
devastating speed and almost 
got on the scoreboard when the 
game was only 15 seconds old 
— Brian MacNicol on the end 
of a beautiful Nick Tsaltas cross 
drove the ball towards the net, 
however Wolves keeper Brett 
Hughes miraculously manged to 
block the ball, 

The visitors took the lead in 
the 15th minute when Tony 
Perinich, unchallenged, ran 15- 
yards towards goal, passed to 
the unmarked Kosta Salapasidis, 
who scored the easiest of goals. 

The goal gave the visitors 


more ascendancy, however in 
the 24th minute Gippsland were 
level following a free-kick from 
Doug Marcina. The ball went 
past a number of players and 
finished in the bottom right hand 
comer of the net. 

In the dash for the ball on its 
way to the net, an unfortunate 
clash between the Wollongong 
keeper Brett Hughes and a 
Falcons player led to the keeper 
being unconscious on the 
ground and the game being 
stopped for more than five 
minutes whilst Hughes received 
medical attention, 

The Wolves keeper he 
bravely continued playing. 

Just before the half-time 
break, in a classy move, Scott 
Chipperfield sent a well 
calculated ball to Matt Horsley, 
who, with a spectacular header, 


BREAKERS’ REVIVAL GAINS MOMENTUM 


put the visitors ahead again, 

‘Their celebrations, however 
were short lived, as three 
minutes later, the Gippslanders 
again equalised through Brian 
MacNicol, who at the end of a 
Doug Marcina comer drove the 
balll into the net. 

Tn the second-half, although 
the pace appeared to slow a 
little, both teams continued with 
the high standard and played 
cohesively, They created 
chances, but neither could find 
‘an avenue towards goal. 

The winner for Wollongong 
care in the 66th minute, again 
through the combination of 
Chipperfield and dangerman 
Horsley, with the latter scoring 
his second and the Wolves’ 
third. 

Ina desperate move, Falcons 
coach Frank Arok made a triple 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS.......000000.0 


ADELAIDE CITY...cccssserssesesssenenes 


By Dane Skafte 


ewcastle Topper 
AN Breakers recorded their 
fourth consecutive game 
without a loss when they 
held Adelaide City to a 0-0 
draw in Friday night 
football at the Topper 
Stadium in Newcastle. 

The clash saw many 
chances created but only a 
mixture of _ brilliant 
goalkeeping by both keepers 
and poor finishing ensured the 
points were shared, 

An good crowd of just 
under 3,000 enjoyed the game 
played in humid conditions. 

‘The first real chance of the 
match arriyed in the third 
minute when a shot by City’s 
Michael Brooks, from 18 
yards, went centimetres over 
the upright. 


Newcastle’s best 


opportunity came midway 
through the first-half after a 
corner by scoring sensation 
Reece Tollenaere found New 
Zealand veteran Robbie 
Tronside, whose shot was 
parred away by Zebras’ 
excellent Socceroo keeper 
Jason Petkovic. 


LTT Ts 


Minutes later Swancott in 
the Breakers goal was called 
off his line to knock down a 
certain goal by Adelaide's 
prolific Damian Mori, who 
hammered a shot from 18- 
yards, after he beat several 
Newcastle defenders. 


The Zebras played the 
better football of the first-half, 
with Mori and Brooks missing 
several opportunities, but at 
the other end Newcastle 
striker Clayton Zane also 
missed three chances. 

Adelaide put a goal away in 
the first minute of the second 
stanza by Mori, but referee 
Matthew Breeze disallowed 
the goal — ajudged offside. 

With ten minutes remaining 
both sides were desperate to 
find the winning goal and 
Newcastle’s Olyroo striker 
Zane (preparing this week for 
the Brazil games) missed a 
point-blank shot from four 
metres out. 

Home side coach John 
Kosmina was extremely 
pleased with the effort of his 
young squad. 

“Everybody put in a big 
effort tonight, especially Brad 
(Swancott) who pulled off 


KNIGHTS GO MARCHING ON 


yAIDe 
ne 


creo 


several good — saves,” 
commented the happy coach. 

The Breakers have another 
stern test this Friday night 
when they play high-flying 
top-six side Melbourne 
Knights, however, the way 
they are playing they could 
probably beat any side in the 
league. 

Tt was an all-round top 
night for the club with the 
Breakers youth team scoring a 
convincing victory, beating 
‘competition leaders AIS 3-2, 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS .. 


BRISBANE STRIKERS. 


By John Rigas 


Miciowe: Knights 
continued to zoom 
further up the Ericsson Cup 
ladder with a 2-0 victory 
over an ordinary Brisbane 
Strikers outfit at Knights 
Stadium on Sunday, 

Melbourne have now won 
three games in succession 
and look a real threat for a 
berth in the Finals. 

The red shirts created the 
first chance of the game after 
twelve minutes when John 
Didulica layed the ball off to 
Zeljko Susa, whose first time 
shot flew over the crossbar. 


The Knights opened the 
scoring in the 25th minute 
after midfielder Ante Deak 
dribbled his way into the 
box, shooting from close- 
range Deak’s shot struck the 
upright, and striker Ivan 
Kelic followed through to 
hammer home his eighth 
goal of the season. 

Brisbane's Jeromy Harris 
tested Didulica in the 
Knights goal on three 
occasions from outside the 
area bringing the best out of 
the Olyroo keeper. 

Speedster Tom Pondeljak 
tormented the Strikers 
defence in the 36th minute 
but failed to score as he took 


too much time shooting at 
goal. 

‘The home team continued 
to display champagne 
football in the second-half 
and increased their lead in 
the 66th minute. 

Andrew Marth blasted in 
his second goal on the trot 
from close range after Susa 
and Deak combined to set- 
up their skipper. 

Brisbane substitute Rod 
Brown came close to scoring 
ten minutes later after his 
sliding shot struck the side 
netting, and Kelic produced 
an exciting acrobatic attempt 
in the dying minutes but his 
outstanding effort flew 


narrowly of the woodwork. 


Knights coach Ken 
Worden was a satisfied man 
after the game noting that 
his troops _ played 
“champagne” stuff. 

“Generally I think it was 
an overall good display, I'm 
really pleased with where 
we've come from and where 
we are now, it’s fantastic.” 

The Knights, however, 
will have to do without 
outstanding goalkeeper Joey 
Didulica for the next two 
games as he is on Olyroo 
duty, something that has 
upset Worden. 

“[ was hoping that Vilson 
(Knezevic) will play with 
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Match Reports 


substitution, clearly with intent 
on attack. Whilst no-one 
questions the tactics of the great 
man, the crowd showed its 
disapproval when Archie 
Thompson was substituted, as 
the young striker had been 
playing well. Nevertheless, the 


move worked to a certain extent, 
as the Wollongong goal was 
continuously peppered. The 
visitors, however, virtually shut 
the gate on the Falcons with 
strong defending, thus taking 
home three precious points, 


Robbie Ironside: Solid at the back for the imartig 
Breakers. 


the boys considering the 
circumstances.” 

Worden stated that it is 
becoming serious joke that 


his team is not going to have 
a quality goalkeeper for the 
next fortnight. 


Ante Deak: Showed his class once again. 


Hughes, 
Chipperfield Stanton, 
Connolly, Horstey, 
coe, Dimovski, 


yy 
Falcons; MacNicol 43, 


a 24, 
pe 


CROWD: 2,450, 


itt Horsley (WC) 
2, Doug Marcina (GF) 
1 Chipperfield (WC) 


BREAKERS; 
Swancott, Sprod, |: 
Pryce, McManus, 
Ironside, Ritchie 
(Wilson 89), Zane, 
Tollenaere, Bennett, 
Langone (Lowe 75), 
Bosnar, 


AD CITY: Petkovic, 


Armour (Mennillo 
88), Yates, Ivanovic, 


(oad 72), Thomas, 
LOWD: 2,837 


POY 
3. Swancott Ne 
2 Mori (AC) 


STRIKERS: Bolton, | 
Zaricich, Williams, 
S.Cranney, T.Cranney, 
Battistin, Brayshaw 
nyincible $0), Harris 
(Srhoj 75), Brownlie 
(Brown 67), Hi 
Blackford. 


SCORERS 


Knights: Kelic 25, 
Marth 66 


OWD: 3,902 
POY 
3 Deak (MK) 


2 Kovacevic (MK) 
i Nastevski (MK) 


Newcastle Breakers 
Marconi Fairfield 
Gippsland Falcons 


1.50 
4.50 
2.00 
2.00 
1.60 


0 Adelaide City 0 UTS Olympic 3 
1 Sydney United 0 Melbourne Knights 2 
2 Wollongong Wolves 3 Adelaide Sharks i! 


Brisbane Strikers 3.50 
South Melboume 3.60 
Wollongong Wolves — — 
Sydney United 3.50 
Perth Glory 3.25 
Adelaide City 3.50 


Cariton SC 3.50 


Canberra Cosmos v South Melbourne TBP 


Canberra Cosmos 
Gippsland Falcons 
Adelaide Sharks 
UTS Olympic 
Marconi Stallions 
Melbourne Knights 
Newcastle Breakers 


3.25 
4.50 
3.50 


SportOdds 
Bet on Soccer just by 
nicking up the phone. 


#3 132 946 ..that's 132 WIN! 


Deaud 25 


REHEEHt 


‘Sydney United v 
UTS Olympic 

United’s 3-0 away victory in 
Round 7 at the Sydney Football 
Stadium was, one of their best per- 
formances all season. Last season 
saw much tighter affairs with 
Olympic drawing 1-1 at home and 
losing 1-2 away. The Pumas have 
won five of their 11 home games 
this season whilst Olympic haye 
only won three of their away games. 
It may not be a high-scoring affair 
though — United scoring 15 at 
Parramatta Stadium and Olympic 
scoring just 14 on their travels. 

Prediction: Draw 


Carlton y 
Newcastle Breakers 
‘These two are yet to score a goal 


By Stuart Jones 


against each other despite having 
played in Newcastle in Round 7. 
Both teams have undergone some 
changes since then and each are 
more attack oriented, Newcastle 
picked up an away point on their last 
travel while Carton lost at home to 
Marconi. Those who handed the 
Breakers the wooden spoon are 
being proven wrong, but this is 
another ‘must-win’ for Carlton. 
Prediction: Carlton 


Brisbane Strikers 

Canberra Cosmos 
Canberra lost these fixtures 1-3 
(home) and 1-4 (away) last season 
but took revenge in Round 7 by win- 
ning 2-1 at Seffert Oval. Now it is 
time for Rale Rasic's boys to exact 
revenge, Canberra are still to notch 


up an away vietory this season, hav- 
ing picked up a mere four points 
from a possible 33. The Strikers 
have only scored 10 goals from 11 
home matches. 

Prediction: Brisbane 


Wollongong City v 
‘Adelaide Sharks 

Until last the home ganne against 
South Melbourne, Wollongong held 
the second best home record in the 
league. The Sharks hold the dubious 
honour of the league's worst tray- 
cllers. The Adelaide lads having put 
the ball into the net away from home 
just seven times. Wollongong have 
scored at Brandon Park/Win 
Stadium a total of 27 times. Last 
season the game finished 2-0 at 
Brandon Patk. 


‘This match attracted 17,582 last 
season and the visitors came home 
‘with a point after finishing 1-1. At 


Marconi that season, Perth won 2-1 
and managed to repeat that success 
this season with a vietory by a goal 
to nil. Strong in the Fairfielders’ 
‘memory will be their victory over 
Carlton in their last away game, 
whilst Perth have learnt how to win 
at home once more, defeating 
Gippsland 2-1 in Round 21. 
Marconi have only managed 10 
goals away from home whilst Glory 
have conceded 23. 
Prediction: 


Adelaide City v 
Melbourne Knights 

One of the games of the round. 
City only won by one goal last sea- 
son whilst the sides drew in 
Melbourne 0-0. In their recent 
deferred Round 7 encounter, the 
Knights came out on top 2-0, The 
Zebras’ home record is strong with 
seven wins and a draw from 11 
matches. The Knights have been a 
tough outfit on the road and have 
conceded only 15 goals in 10 away 
games. 


Carlton SC 2 
Brisbane Strikers 0 
Perth Glory 0 


“Prediction: Adelaide City 


South Melbourne ¥ 
Gippsland Faleons 

Gippsland’s away record reads 
four wins one draw and six defeats. 
‘Compare that to South Melbourne's 
home record of seven wins three 
draws and no losses and you can see 
why they are favourites in this 
game, And add this little rider to the 
equation: earlier this season the 
Falcons drew 1-1 with their 
Victorian rivals. Fear not South 
fans, last season they drew 0-0 away 
and then came out and defeated the 
Falcons 2-0 at home and the signs 
ae looking good fora repeat perfor- 


mance, 
Prediction: South Melbourne 


ERICSSON CUP TABLE 


PWOL’L EF A Pts 
South Melbourne 64 Les Ae ami ae, © ae 2 oat 
Sydney United 22 11 6 5 32 21 39 
Adelaide City Bit 4-7 37 
Wollongong Wolves 22 11 2 9 45 28 35 
Melbourne Knights 22 10 5 7 34 26 35 
Marconi Fairfield 22 10 5 7 25 24 35 
Carlton SC 22 16 ge 9 = SiO 22) 33, 
Perth Glory 23-9 “Ae S20 34°31 
UTS Olympic 22.9 3 10 31 39 30: 
Adelaide Sharks 22.8 4 10 27 31 28 
Gippsland Falcons 22 7 6 9 24 29 27 
Brisbane Strikers 22 6 3 13 20 33 21 
Newcastle Breakers 22 3 7 12 26 44 16 
CanberraCosmos 21 3 6 12 23 46 15 


ERICSSON CUP LEADING 
SCORERS 


Damian Mori _—_ Adelaide City 
Pablo Cardozo Adelaide Sharks 
Scott Chipperfield Wollongong City 
Norman Tome Sydney Olympic 
Tom Pondeljak Melbourne Knights 
Paul Trimboli South Melbourne 
Abbas Saad Sydney United 
Peter Buljan Canberra Cosmos 
John Anastasiadis South Melbourne 
Anthony Surjan —_ Wollongong City 
Clayton Zane Newcastle Breakers 


17 
13 
12 
12 
1 
10 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 John Markoyski Carlton 


B.0.B.S. SOCCER CLUB 


KU-RING-GAI DISTRICT SOCCER FEDERATION 


COACH 
WANTED 


CONTACT 
DAN HODGSON (02) 9925-6066 
MIKE SMITH (02) 9250-5595 


IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN COACHING 
A PREMIER 2 AND PREMIER 4 SQUAD 


HOME GROUND IN WAHROONGA 
ALSO LOOKING FOR PLAYERS 
OF A GOOD STANDARD 


STANMORE HAWKS SC 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION / 
DIVISION 2 


YOUTH LEAGUE (C3) 


Limited outfield positions now 
available with our U/14 and U/16 teams. 


GOALKEEPERS ALSO REQUIRED 
For U/15s AND U/16s. 


Interested players must attend 
Mondays and Wednesdays. 


Time: 6PM (SHARP) 


Venue: MAHONEY RESERVE 
MARRICKVILLE 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 


Leo — 0417 678 607 or sam 0413 872 808 
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ERS DO IT AGAIN 


3 


CARLTON 


BES crap EconmIes 


ydney Olympic’s belated 

surge for a spot in the 
top six play-offs gained 
momentum fast Friday night 
after they defeated Carlton 
3-2 at Belmore Sports 
Ground, 

‘The teenage Carle brothers 
(playmaker Leo and striker 
Nick) both scored goals as 
they did against the Perth 
Glory two weeks ago for yet 
another most precious win 

Striker Norman Tome 
opened the scoring as early as 
in the fifth minute when he 
sprayed a long pass wide to 
the right to find attacking 
midfielder Brett Emerton. 
With Emerton raiding up the 
right flank, Tome raced up in 
support to the back stick to tap 


into the target his well 
measured cross, 

Tn the 28th minute Nick 
Carle scored his third senior 
goal for Olympic this season 
when his captain and 
midfielder Peter Tsekenis 
fired in a flat cross into the 
box from the right, allowing 
Carle,16, to calmly control 
and then finish a great move 
by Olympic. 

Sydney Olympic was 
raging in the first session and 
had the Victorians under siege 
with Carlton striker Andy 
Vlahos threatening to score 
ten minutes before the break 
their only real chance. 

Vlahos from 20 metres 
exploded a lethal right-footed 
dipping drive that just 
skimmed behind the 
horizontal, But the dynamic 
Vlahos eventually did hit the 


target just eight minutes after 
the break. 

Right midfielder Con 
Anthopoulos crossed into 
Olympic’s box, Walter 
Ardone cleared his line with a 
header but the ball fell to 
central midfielder Mark 
Atkinson. 

From outside the box 
Atkinson blasted on target, but 
Viahos was able to deflect the 
trajectory of the shot into the 
opposite right comer and past 
Catlin. 

Carlton were now taking 
full control of the proceedings 
and ten minutes after coming 
on as a substitute Vlado 
Mirkovic equalised with an 
angled drive from the right 
after being intelligently fed by 
Vlahos. 

Olympic's giant custodian 
Bobby Catlin saved his side 


from dropping behind in the 
74th minute when he 
brilliantly denied Carlton 
striker Adrian Cervinski’s 
blast from right in front. 

Yet two minutes later 
disaster struck Carlton as 
Olympic’s substitute striker 
Derek Poimer crashed into 
goalkeeper Dean Anastasiadis 
for referee Greg Leverton to 
award a soft penalty. 

Very confidently the 17- 
year-old Leo Carle quickly 
grabbed the ball, placed it on 
the spot and coolly slotted it 
home, 

With less than five minutes 
left on the clock, the giant 
Catlin again saved Olympic 
when he again blocked a 
Viahos point-blank drive that 
surely would have given 
Carlton a well deserved draw. 

There was action aplenty 


ADELAIDE SHARKS u.cecssseesssees 


wet 


PERTH GLORY... 


oO 


By Val Migliaccio 


delaide Sharks kept 

their slim top six hopes 
burning with a 1-0 victory 
over the Perth Glory at 
Hindmarsh Stadium, 

The Sharks mathematically 
can still do it, especially with 
three out of their last four 
matches at home, with three 
games involving sides already 
in the six. 

‘The Sharks’ latest recruit, 
Alex Duric, sealed the victory 
in the fifth minute with a 
clinical header from four 
metres after some slack 
marking by the Glory defence 
from a Richie Alagich comer. 


But it was Sharks custodian 
David Miller was instrumental 
in keeping his defence intact 
after the Glory tried to force 
‘an equaliser. 

Perth started the match with 
midfield genius Ernie Tapai 
on the bench, meanwhile the 
Sharks were still without the 
injured Jim Tsekinis, and 
Corey Artone, starting from 
the bench nursing an injury. 

‘The home side were solid at 
the back with captain Con 
Kokkinoplitis outstanding 
until he had to come off 
injured, ably backed by 
sweeper Alex Kuzmanovic 
and a great all-round 
performance by Branko 


Milosevic. 

After the first goal, 12 
minutes later Perth's Samson 
Siasia had the ball in the back 
of the net from a 25 metre 
drive, but referee Brett Hugo 
pulled up play for a foul on 
Kokkinoplitis. 

Two minutes later Perth's 
Danny Hay relayed the ball to 
Troy Halpin who in turn 
crossed the ball for Paul 
Strudwick who just missed the 
target with his headed attempt. 

Kokkinoplitis was involved 
in an attacking foray in the 
28th minute which Milosevic 
failed to convert with his 
attempt just wide. 

Right on the stroke of half- 


MARCONI EDGE OUT PUMAS 


time Perth’s Scott Miller 
released Bobby Despotovski 
down the right and he fired in 
a cross which Sharks 
custodian Miller saved before 
Strudwick could connect. 

The second-half saw Perth 
come out with more 
conviction seeing Tapai 
coming on for Vas 
Kalogeracos, and he added the 
aggression which was lacking 
in the first-half. 

In the 57th minute 
Adelaide striker Andrew 
Borghetto fed the ball to Duric 
across the face of goal but he 
watched his effort sail over 
the top. 


Strudwick had = an 


SYDNEY UNITED.. 


Mrcez despite a 
powerhouse first-half 
display, struggled in the 
second-half to a 1-0 win over 
a much rejuvenated Sydney 
United last Saturday night 
at the Marconi Stadium, 

A 67th minute goal to left 
wingback Brendan Renaud 
(his second of the season) 
secured Marconi’s crucial 
victory — one that has 
enormously boosted his 
feam’s race into the Top Six. 

‘A cross from the right by 
substitute Luke Casserly saw 
Renaud slam a rebound into 
the target despite picking up a 
deflection on the way through. 

There was no better player 
on the pitch than the ‘born- 
again’ midfielder Vlado Zoric, 


10 


Not only did he cause 
immense havoc with his 
excellent visionary long 
passing that cut United's 
defence lines to pieces, but his 
rarely seen hard running 
sustained the pressure on 
Matconi’s opponent. 

United’s defence consisting 
of a back-five was totally 
vulnerable and on three 
occasions was caught flat- 
footed as Maloney, Babic and 
Smith steamed through easily. 

But in all honesty, 
Maloney’s first-half 
threatening raids stemmed 
almost entirely from a United 
midfielder totally failing to 
pick up Marconi’s flying 
skipper, and top goalscorer, 
from racing forward. 

‘As expected, United's 
astute coach David Mitchell 
rapidly rectified his defensive 


problems at the break, 
bringing on __ highly 
experienced warhorse Velimir 
Kupresak at centre-back, 
dispensed with a sweeper, and 
elected to battle on with an 
orthodox flat-four as his last 
line. 

On the hour mark United's 
lanky skipper Paul Bilokapic 
limped off with an injured 
thigh quad muscle, with his 
replacement, the teenager 
Jason Culina coming on to 
add much needed mobility to 
the middle-tine, 

These adjustments 
immediately added steel and 
stability to his back line. 

Marconi, blasting full of 
fire in the first session, could 
easily have gone in at the 
break leading by at least three 
goals (two to skipper Brad 
Maloney plus a golden chance 


to central marker Mike 
Smith), had it not been for 
some magnificent and heroic 
goalkeeping from United's 
custodian Andrew Crews. 

Ironically however, United 
could have stolen the lead just 
sixty seconds from the break 
as their twin strikers Abbas 
Saad and Mario Jerman 
threatened in the Marconi box 
but the home side's star South 
Korean international sweeper 
Pan-Keun Kim clinically 
cleaned up at the back. 

Renaud carried the ball 
upfield easily, but with striker 
Sean Babic unmarked on his 
right, elected to fire a shot that 
skimmed the horizontal in the 
63rd minute, two minutes 
before his match-winning 
goal. 

In the dying seconds of the 
match the by now unyielding 
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over the last 12 minutes as 
both sides threw men forward. 

Olympic skipper Tsekenis 
stood out with his most 
industrious work-rate in 
tackling and supporting 
attacks, whilst the ‘Carle- 
Connection’ plus Catlin were 
actually Olympic’s match- 
winners. 

Carlton were best served by 
striker Andy Vlahos, 
midfielder Mark Atkinson and 
young left-back Marco 
Bresciano, 

‘An annoyed Carlton coach 
Eddie Krncevic later stressed; 
“The penalty denied us was 
just as bad as the penalty 
awarded to Olympic against us 
which even their coach later 
apologised to me. I was far 
from happy. 

“Really it was a game of 
two halves with us not being 
hungry in the first, but we 
totally outplayed Olympic in 
the second half, We really 
pressed them hard in the 
second half.” 

Meanwhile a humble John 
Sentas, Olympic’s successful 
coach would only reflect later 


opportunity to equalise for the 
Glory in the 67th minute, but 
David Miller made sure his 
one-on-one effort was 
thwarted. 

Right on full-time Perth’s 
Vinko Buljabasic's effort from 
18 metres was well saved. 


in the Olympic dressing rooms 
that: “We should have won it 
in the first-half as a 2-0 lead is 
never enough, but to their 
credit they came back at us 
through a deflection. 

“Tome made a few more 
chances but we tired badly the 
last few minutes and it was 
only our substitutes that lifted 
us in the end.’ 


The outstanding Sydney 
Olympic skipper ... Peter 
Tsekenis. 


Shark Jim Tsekinis said 
later: “It was a great victory 
for us and although we are still 
seven points behind the top six 
contenders it was great to 
watch the boys perform well, 
anything can happen.” 


Branko Milosevic: A superb display by the Sharks 
midfielder. 


United came perilously close 
to again stealing a point. Giant 
central marker Mark Rudan, 
playing the last 10 minutes 
upfront, exploded a cracking 
low drive from the left that 
flashed narrowly wide of the 


base of the far post 


Besides the fabulous 
display from Zoric, Kim the 
free-back was ever so cool in 
the Marconi defence with his 
superb skills. Easily United’s 
best was goalkeeper Crews 
and in the second-half both 
substitutes Kupresak and 
Culina did much to lessen 
Marconi’s first-half 
dominance. 

A disappointed United 
coach David Mitchell, 
reflected after the match: “I 
suppose we were lucky to 
come off at half-time with the 
scoreline 0-0 as they 
dominated us, Marconi, as 
with all of the teams that 
Matic has coached, is starting 
jo come good at the right time. 
We had a bit of a go at them 
though in the second-half. 
From the time they scored 


they sat back a bit and we 
a couple of chances.’ 

But Marconi’s man, Zoran 
Matic, would only say: “Now 
we have a real chance of 
making the Top Six. We had 
many chances in the first-half 
especially, but managed to 
score just once. If we become 
a lot more clinical in front of 
goal then we won't have to 
work so extra hard to win.” 


28, L,Carle 76p 
Carlton: Viahos 53, 
Mirkovic 66 


CROWD: 3,000 


poy... 
3: Tsekenis (SO), 
2; Atkinson (C), 
1; Leo Carle (SO) 


SHARKS: Miller, Tibaldi, 
Kuzmanovic, Milosevic, 
Kokkonoplitis (Artone 46),| 
Alagich, Borghetto 
(landiorio 85), Pezos, 
Cutitlo, (Westeryeldt 90) 
Misailidis, Durie 


GLORY: Franken, 
Buljabasic, Naven, Miller, 
Strudwick, Despotovski, 
Siasia (S.Halpin 77), Hay, 
Carbone, T. Halpin, . 
Kalogeracos (Tapai 46) 


SCORER 


CROWD; 2,447 


(Sterjovski 71), 
Bilokapic (J. Culina 
60), Phillips, Saad, 
Jerman. 


SCORER 
Marconi: Renaud 67 


CROWD: 7,362 
PQ) 


3 Zoric (MF) 
2 Crews (SU) 
1 Kim (MF) 


Agee schoolboy from 
he central coast of 


NSW, we were told last 
week, has been offered a 
contract with Leeds United. 
He is some gifted young 
thing, apparently, and 
through the good offices of 
established Leeds star Harry | 
Kewell, who went to the | 
same school, the kid got an © 
apprenticeship in Yorkshire, 

T suppose I should be elated 
and proud but 1 am not. A 
least not elated. And I won’t 


mention the boy’s name 
because I am very angry about 
the whole thing. Angry not 
with him, He, like all young 
boys, has stars in his eyes and 
wants to emulate his older 
mate, Kewell, who of course 
is a pop star in Leeds and a 
legend with Australian fans. 
‘And earning a salary to match. 

But I am angry with the 
system. The system, as I have 


bemoaned before in these 
pages, that allows gifted 
footballers to fly away before 
they have set up a home nest, 
before we have had a chance 
to even see them. This young 
boy doesn’t even play for a 
club of any description, let 
alone one in the forefront of 
Australian soccer. And now 
he’s gone. Or almost gone. 

There is clearly something 
not right with the system if 
this keeps happening. 
Something wrong, something 
lacking, that allows the 
cultivation of the notion that 
the grass is always greener 
over there. 

‘The stupidity has so much 
got out of hand that some 
local players’ agents that I 
have spoken to in recent times 
are beginning to talk players 
out of going abroad too early. 

The Australian 
administrators are only partly 
to blame. But they are not 
innocent in all this. Neither 
the previous administration 
nor this has done a goddam 
thing, has lifted a solitary 
finger to halt the talent drain. 

Hands were thrown in the 
air, mutterings were made 
about freedom of opportunity, 
freedom of employment and 
not being able to stand in the 
way of young men pursuing 
their own careers. Thank you 
for the creative management. 

Meantime millions of 


taxpayers’ funds are being 
spent on various institutes, 
fashioning young footballers 
for the avaricious black hole 


recently published report on 
the finances of European 
football revealed some facts 
about the earning power of 


of European club football. I's European players. 

a national crime and begs a _In Holland for example, the 

government inquiry. highest paid players earns $1.7 
And mutterings also that — million a year. But the lowest 

Australia, with a small popular paid eas a meagre $40,000, 


and a small market, cannot 
sustain the financial demands 
of real talent. Then why do 
our players go to countries 
like Belgium and Holland 
with populations less than half 
ours? 

The established foreign- 
based stars are no help either, 
blabbering on as they do about 
how rosy the world of soccer 
is in Europe, what a religion it 
is over there, how poorly 
Australian soccer is in 
comparison, and how 
Australian soccer benefits 
anyway from the invaluable 
professional experience these 
players get by playing in 
Europe. Thank you. As if we 
didn’t know. 

Fact is much of it is a lie. 
Only the top end of European 
football enriches players. A 


Ps 


much lower than what many 
of our own players ear here. 
Similarly, in Belgium the 
highest paid gets $1.1 million. 
But there are players earning 
as little as $44,000. 

In France the best paid 
player is Marco Simone, Paris 
Saint Germain’s Italian 
import. He earns $3.8 million. 
But a first-team pro at the 


more modest Chateauroux 
sees just $30,000 a year. Even 
in the super-rich Serie A in 
Italy, there are wages that will 
boggle your mind. One player, 
a pro at Udinese called 
Massimiliano Caniato is 
contracted at a salary of 
$26,000 per year. 

Try and live on that, boys, 


. _ 
Marco Simone: $3.8 million per year. 


away from family and friends, name and a reputation, 
away from the sun and the whereby a decent contract 
beaches, in a country and overseas might be guaranteed? 
culture foreign and hostile to Of course you would. And 
your own, so should this young boy from 
Wouldn't you be better off the NSW central coast. I hope 
staying? At least for a while? he makes it and does a Harry 
Playing under the pressure of, Kewell at Leeds, But if he 
well, semi-pro football, doesn’t, he will fall with a 
learning to cope with ruthless, painful thud and wither away, 
expedient defenders, his gifts and talents tragically 
establishing yourself, earning — wasted. 
a representative shirt, getting a 


By Glenn Davis 


‘ewcomers Mt, Gravatt proved yet again 

they will be a thorn in the side of many 
XXXX League sides this season when they 
came from behind to snatch a 1-1 draw with 
Taringa Rovers at Jack Speare Park on 
Sunday, 

Taringa, one of the glamour and more 
experienced sides in the league, skipped to a 1- 
0 lead in the 10th minute when new recruit 
Clint McDermott drove home a free-kick from 
the edge of the 
area and through a 
defensive wall. 

The goal was 
one of the few 
first half high- 
lights played in 
oppressive heat, 
although Taringa 
were unfortunate 
not to extend their lead when Aaron Bakker 
grazed the crossbar with a powerful left-foot 
strike one minute after the game breaker. 

Unlike the first-half, which saw Taringa 
dominate proceedings with some skilful play 
and ability to maintain possession, the second- 
half saw a spirited fight back from the visitors. 

Mt Gravatt showed in their season opener 
they could not be underestimated when they 
were unlucky to go down 1-0 to premiership 
favourites Brisbane Lions, 

Mt Gravatt started the second-half slowly 
and could have trailed further inside the first ten 
minute had Bakker been on target. 

However, after weathering the early Taringa 
storm, Mt Gravatt fought back strongly with 
their first strike on goal when midfielder 
Anthony Roche hit the side netting 15 minutes 


after the 
BRISBANE CITY 


resumption. 

‘The close attempt 
lifted the visitors 
with youngster} 
Colin Bethall 
capitalising on a 
poor clearance 
attempt from a 
Taringa defender, 
and Steve Starr to 


tap in from close range. 

From that moment on Mt Gravatt grew in 
confidence and took the game to Taringa, who 
had lost all momentum and were struggling to 
find answers to 
the Mt Gravatt 
rejuvenation. 

Mt Gravatt 
striker Willie 
Carter missed 
putting his side 
ahead with a chip. 
attempt over 
Taringa keeper 
Scott Higgins in 
the 77th minute while Taringa also could have 
got to the lead six minutes later had Richard 
Hill finished off better. 

‘Taringa didn’t get back in to the match until 
the final ten minutes and overall were unlucky 
not to have walked off with full points. 

‘Taringa substitute Martin Matula missed an 
open goal when Mt Gravatt keeper Mark Blank 
‘was caught stranded out of position while Hilli 
hit a powerful strike onto the crossbar four 
minutes from normal-time. 

Tn a fortunate 
circumstance for 
Mt Gravatt, 
Hill’s rebound 
fell to their 
defender David 
Prior, whose 
attempt to clear 
also struck the 
crossbar while aoe 
Robbie Laslo, 
also who came on as a replacement, missed a 
simple chance wide to win the match eight 
minutes into time-on. 

Tn other results, Brisbane City and Brisbane 
Lions remain the only sides with maximum 
points following their respective wins while 
Gold Coast lost their unbeaten record going 
down 2-1 to Rochedale. 

Lions beat Bundaberg 3-1 at home while 
doubles from Chris Slater and Damien Waugh 
gave Brisbane City a 4-0 win over Ipswich 
Knights. 

In the only other match Wynnum earned 
their first win of the season with a 2-1 victory 
over Beenleigh at home. 


QUEENSLAND SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


Round 3 Scores 


Inala City 0 Toowoomba Utd 
Capalaba 4 Acacia Ridge 
Souths Utd 1 Rocklea Utd 


Toowoomba Utd 
Capalaba 
Rocklea Utd 
Olympic Utd 
Redlands Utd 
Acacia Ridge 
Souths Utd 
Slacks Creek 
Inala City 


erneocoHoscy 
RREQIUYNYND 


Round 3 Scores 
Newmarket 2 Eastern Subs: 2: 
Pine Rivers Utd 0 The Gap 1 
Uni of Qld 1 North Star 2 
Mitchelton 0 Albany Creek 0 

DIVISION SP DIV IN 

Pe Wap ages ss Ditt:Pts 
Mitchelton ee SY ee ee ea 
Eastern Subs eh SSR he ae ea 
The Gap De rae Un Oates eal 4b erG, 
Albany Creek zea Nea’. YY I) 
Newmarket Bl soil 4: 
North Star 31 SOS RS Ger eh 3: 
Pine Rivers Utd Si Opel te le eae ta) 
Uni of Qld mee 0 2-22.95. 13 0 
Grange Thistle ee O12 1h 52-80) 

Round 3 Scores 
Rochedale Roy 2 Gold Coast 1 
Wynnum 2 Beenleigh 1 
Brisbane Lions 3 B’Berg Waves 1 
Brisbane City 4 Ipsw Knights 0 
Taringa Rovers 1 MtGravatt 1 
DIVISION XXXX LEAGUE 

POWs Do Le SAT pitt Pts: 
Brisbane City 2 30, ORR Oiaer 9) 
Brisbane Lions a3. 10: 300 9223) om o. 
Gold Coast SES 2,10) 1 6nd Die 10) 
Rochedale Rov 35-20.) A eteatet 50 
‘Taringa Rovers 37° to i 1 
Wynnum 3.1 1 - eee ee 
Ipsw Knights Bee 1 <0 sha 10) 6 3 
Mt Gravatt = ocanh Siem Ain? east Pete) 
Beenleigh 3) OF 03 5) 21055 0) 
B'Berg Waves Ur 207 See A Baer 0! 
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_] ABSW. jibeihes you the ferusiadle of the domestic 
season at a glance. 

Who will win the Grand Final? 
Who will make the Top Six? 
The information is here, now is the time to get 
your bet’s on with SportOdds. 

See if you can pick the winner... 


ADELAIDE City 


Round 23 v 
Melbourne Knights 
(h) 

M creates Bi th ist Leg 
: “Round 25 Vv "A 2 Match Al 
Adelaide Sharks (h) vy : MAJOR SEMI 
Round 26 v > 
Gippsland Falcons 
(a) 


\MBeE, 
S © 


Round 23 v 
Wollongong Wolves 


(a) 
Round 24 v 
Carlton SC (h) 
Round 25 v 
Adelaide City (a) 3rd place 3rd place 
Round 26 v Vv —— Vv 
Brisbane Strikers (h) 6th place 6th place 


oe gee 


Round 23 v 
Canberra Cosmos 
(h) 

Round 24 v 
UTS Olympic (a) 
Round 25 v 
Marconi Fairfield 

(h) 
Round 26 v Adelaide Sharks (a) 


CANBERRA 


core —e 
a Ga 


LOSER ELIMINATED 


SER ELI 


Cosmos Round 23 v FALCONS FAIRFIELD 
CANg,- Round 23 v Newcastle Breakers (h) Round 23 v Round 23 v 
%5 Brisbane Strikers Round 24av South Melbourne Perth Glory (a) 
ea (a) Adelaide (a) Round 24 v 
Round 24 v Sharks (a) Round 24 v Adelaide City (h) 
Wollongong Wolves} Round 25 v Sydney United Round 25 v 
(h) Gippsland (h) Brisbane Strikers 
Round 25 v Falcons (h) Round 25 (a) 
Newcastle Breakers (a) Round 26 v v Carlton SC (a) Round 26 v 
Round 26 v Perth Glory (h) ~ South Melbourne (a) Round 26 v Adelaide City (h) Melbourne Knights (h) 
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ABSW brings you the remainder of the domestic 
season at a glance. 
Who will win the:Grand Final? 
Who will make the Top Six? 
The information is here, now is the time to get 
your bet’s on with SportOdds. 
See if you can pick the winner... 


Round 23 v 
Gippsland Falcons 
(h) 
Round 24 v 
Perth Glory (h) 
Round 25 v 
Sydney United (a) 
Round 26 v 
Carlton SC (h) 


Match F 


GRAND FINAL SYDNEY UNITED 
Round 23 v 
UTS Olympic (h 
Match E ieee 
PRELIMINARY Gippsland Falcons 


FINAL (a) 

Round 25 v 
South Melbourne 
(h) 

Round 26 v 
Wollongong Wolves 


(a) 


The Table (Prior to Round 22) 


D L 
South Melbourne 6 Bi 48° = 20. 49, L PIC 
Sydney United 6 4 32 20 39 UTS oO Y Vi 
Adelaide City 3 ie 389° 25 36 
Carlton SC 9 4 27. 20 «33 Round 23 v 
Wollongong City 2 9 42 26 32 i 
Melbourne Knights 21 9 5 7 32. 26 32 Sydney United (a) 
Marconi Fairfield 21° 9 5 7 24 24 32 Round 24 v 
Perth Glory i= 9) 4 8 296133) 431 Brisbane Strikers 
Gippsland Falcons 21 7 6 8 em oo eer, (h) 
UTS Olympic Zileee 8 3 Ose 28me 37-27 
Adelaide Sharks 21 7 4 10 26 31 25 Round 25 v 
Brisbane Strikers 21 6 3 2 20 31 21 Melbourne Knights 
Newcastle Breakers 21 3 6 12 26 44 #15 (a) 
Canberra Cosmos S36. 12 Round 26 v 
(Information supplied by Soccer Australia) Newcastle 


Breakers (h) 


ATED LOSER ELIMINATED 


- MELBOURNE NEWCASTLE | PERTH GLory| WOLLONGONG 
Round 23 v 
IXNIGHTS- BREAKERS Marconi Fairfield (h) 

Round 23 v Round 23 v Round 24 v Round 23 v 
Adelaide City (a) Carlton SC South Melbourne (a) Adelaide Sharks (h) 
_ Round 24 v (a) Round 25 v Round 24 v 
Newcastle Round 24 v Wollongong Wolves (a) Canberra Cosmos 
_ Breakers (a) Melbourne 2¥ (a) 
- Round 25 v Knights (h) Round 26 v Round 25 v 
UTS Olympic (h) Round 25 v Canberra Perth Glory (h) 

Round 26 v Canberra Cosmos (h) Cosmos (a) Round 26 v 


Marconi Fairfield (a) Round 26 v UTS Olympic (a) Sydney United (h) 
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PORT MELB 3 
HEIDELBERG 1 


By Dwyght Tufnell 


); Bee United 
slipped further into 
trouble with a 1-3 defeat to 
Port Melbourne Sharks on 
Friday night. 

Heidelberg, who lost 5-1 to 
Moorabbin City in the 
previous round, took an early 
lead but were thoroughly 
outclassed in the second-half. 

George Lenetis grabbed a 
goal for Heidelberg in the 
sixth minute, sweeping in a 
loose ball after Sharks keeper 
Sam Frangos had blocked a 
shot from Juan Nilo. 

Nilo came close himself 
shortly after, firing into the 
side-netting after he robbed 
Frangos of the ball. 

On loan striker Daniel 
Allsopp equalised for Port in 
the 15th minute, catching 
Heidelberg goalkeeper Nick 
Koletsas asleep with a shot 
from outside the area, 

Port had more chances 
before the break but they took 
the lead eight minutes into the 
second-half, 

Arthur Tsirtsakis’ cross 
found Allsopp just outside the 
six yard area and he poked the 
ball past Koletsas, 

‘The Sharks were all over 
Heidelberg by now and they 
added a third goal in the 69th 
minute, 

Kosta Caimakamis was the 
scorer after a terrific solo run 
that saw him beat three 
Heidelberg defenders and 
round Koletsas, 

Caimakami: 


LEADING SCORERS 


ind Allsopp 


Ware 


Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 
Lazareyski (Thomastown Zebras) 
Gnjidic (Bulleen Inter Kings) 
Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 
§.Rados (St Albans Saints) 
Papettas (Bentleigh Greens) 

4 Markovski (Preston Lions) 
Mezensof (South Dandenong) 
Lingurovski (Thomastown Zebras) 


missed further chances and it 
wasn’t until stoppage time that 
Heidelberg threatened again 
with efforts from George 


Svigos and Leigh 
‘Tsoumerkas. 

Sharks: Frangos, 
Tsirtsakis, Sonsini, Tsiakos, 
‘A.Vargas, R.Vargas, 
Latinopoulos _ (Heath), 
Efstathiou, Caimakamis, 
Knezevic, Allsopp 
(Giaccherini) 

United: Koletsas, G. 


Georgiadis, Makris, Nilo, 
Alexiou (Vatzakis), Jugovie 
(Stefanidis), Svigos, 
Medjedovic, P.Georgiadis, 
Lenetis, Tsoumerkas, 

Votes: 3- A.Vargas (PM), 
2- Caimakamis (PM), 1- 
R, Vargas (PM) 


MOORABBIN 1 
GREEN GULLY 2 


By George Koukeris 


espite not having a great 
start to the season, 

Moorabbin City showed just 
how much fighting spirit the 
club has in an unlucky 2-1 
loss to Green Gully 
Cavaliers on Saturday. 

Green Gully used the wind 
to their advantage to attack 
early in the game with Nick 
Papadopoulos and Jani Suric 
leading the team with some 
spectacular skill and pace. 

After numerous attempts 
Gully hit the lead in the 34th 
minute, Vlad Babic accurately 
headed a long cross by John 
Waddell which deflected from 
the fingertips of Bruce 
McLaren into the goal. 

Another Gully attack in the 


Fawkner Blues 

St Albans Saints 
Altona Magic 
Bentleigh Greens 
Bullen Inter Kings 
Sunshine Georgies 
Thomastown Zebras 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Port Melbourne Sharks 
Springvale White Eagles 
Preston Lions 
Heidelberg United 
Moorabbin City 

South Dandenong 


RH HewuLrrenonreand 
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last minute before half-time 
resulted in a second goal. 

Waddell was fouled outside 
the area and Pece Stojcevski 
lined up for the free-kick to 
blast smoothly past a wall of 
seven men and just wide of 
the keeper for a 2-0 buffer 
going into the break. 

Although the Cavaliers 
scored twice in the first-half, 
Moorabbin challenged the 
visitors with some skilful 
teamwork. 

David Colosimo and Chris 
Durand, along with an 
organised midfield, hit back in 
the 50th minute as Steve 
Marley intercepted a Gully 
defensive error to convert for 
his team. 

Moorabbin were given 
even more of a chance when 
Suris was sent-off in the 53rd 
minute. 

And a corner kick from 
Alex Jackson curved into the 
net just moments after, but 
referee Hakan Anaz caught 
Cameron Leopold obstructing 
John Dimitrelos. 

Green Gully in the end ran 
away with the three points 
along with aching pains to 
remind them of Moorabin 
City. 

City: McLaren, Marley, 
Armour, Graham (Fox), 
Davie, Costa, L.Caffrey 
(Jackson), Leopold, Colosimo, 
Durand, Scrobogna (Hanna). 

Cavaliers: Vella, Stafrace, 
Douglas, Mangos, Waddell, 
Stojcevski (Donev), Neceski 
(Spiteri), Papadopoulos, Suric, 
Babic, Dimitrelos. 


aaa 
pa ita) 
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TRY. 


Votes: 3- Papadopoulos 
(GG), 2- Colosimo (MC), 1- 
Leopold (MC) 


ALTONA 1 
ST ALBANS 2 


urprise team St Albans 
Saints stayed in second 
position with a well deserved 
2-1 win over reigning 
champions Altona Magic at 
Paisley Park on Saturday 


it. 

‘They had to do it coming 
from behind, Altona taking 
the lead with the first attack of 
the game in the first minute. 

Sava Rusmir’s cross was 
met with a first-time shot from 
Zoran Petreyski that beat 
Marjan Vunderl. 

‘The Saints responded with 
both Slavko Rados and Josip 
Kozic coming close. 

Kozic found the target 
though in the 16th minute 
when he beat Darren McGrath 
after being put through by Ilija 
Rados. 


Slavko Rados scored the 
winner in the 53rd minute 
with an outstanding volley 
from the edge of the box that 


caught McGrath off his line, 

Magic: McGrath, 
Vasilevski (Sapazovski), 
Tasevski, _ Velkovski, 
Miceyski, Markovski, Rusmir 
(Trpcevski), Fak, 
Becvinoyski, Madaroyski 
(Runje), Petrevski. 

Saints: Vunderl, Magdic, 
LRados, Cuze, Raspudic, 
S.Rados, J.Kozic, Razov, 
Pelja (Kirishian), Sianidis, 
Karl (Pondeljak). 

Votes: 3- J.Koric (StA), 2- 
Sianidis (StA), 1- Micevski 
(AM). 


By Zoran Milenkovski 


wkner Blues kept up 

their winning run with a 

1-0 win at Sunshine 
Georgies on Sunday. 

The Blues are the only 
unbeaten side in the 
competition and it was the 
league's leading scorer, Santo 
Emmanuele, who was the hero 
‘once again, 

Emmanuele scored the only 
goal of the game after 12 
minutes, firing a shot on the 
turn that was too good for 
Georgies keeper Steve 
Wardle. 

Fawkner however were 
reduced te ten men after half 
an hour when Josip Biskic 
‘was sent-off. 

Sunshine’s numerical 
advantage lasted only four 
minutes with Georgies 


midfielder Michael Branov 
also getting his marching 
orders in a game that 
produced eight yellow cards. 

Wardle saved from 
Emmanuele in the second-half 
and Anthony Magnacca had a 
good chance to equalise for 
Sunshine. 

Georgies: Wardle, Byrne 


(Stojilkovski), Krajacic, 
Komadina, Kanesoulis, De 
Bono, Branov, Field, 
Vassallo, Dragicevic, 
Magnacca. 

Blues: Gonzales, 
Tramontana, P.Ferrante, 
Schipano, Grimaud, 
V.Ferrante, Vassiliadis, 


Biskic, Emmanuele (Di 
Sauro), Duzel, K.Simsek 
(T.Simsek). 

Votes: 3- Field (SG), 2- 
Duzel (FB), 1- Dragicevic 
(SG) 


SPRINGVALE WE 1 
THOMASTOWN 1 


By Milan Ninovie 


last minute equaliser for 

‘Thomastown Zebras 
denied Springvale White 
Eagles what would have 
been a much needed victory 
at the Serbian Sports Centre 
on Sunday, 

The White Eagles were 
under new coach John 
Gardiner for the first time 
after Dusan Kalezic resigned 
during the week. 

Springvale had lost their 


“healthy Diet — “ny Ut" 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 


Round 7: 


Thomastown Zebras 2 (Cuculevski, Lingurovski) - Port Melbourne Sharks 2 (R.Vargas, Efstathiou) 
Heidelberg United 1 (Jugovic) - Moorabbin City 5 (Hanna 3, Costa, Durand) 


Green Gully Cavaliers 0 - Altona Magic 1 (Becvinovski) 
St Albans Saints 2 (Pelja 2) - Bulleen Inter Kings 0 


Round 8: 


Port Melbourne Sharks 3 (Allsopp 2, Caimakamis) - Heidelberg United 1 (Lenetis) 
South Dandenong 1 (Memeti) - Bentleigh Greens 3 (Papettas 2, Feehan) 
Moorabbin City 1 (Marley) - Green Gully Cavaliers 2 (Babic, Stojcevski) 


Altona Magic 1 (Petrevski) - St Albans Saints 2 (J,Kozic, S.Rados) 
Sunshine Georgies 0 - Fawkner Blues 1 (Emmanuele) 


Springvale White Eagles 1 (Gasparini og) - Thomastown Zebras 1 (Cuculevski) 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 


Kound 9 
ut March 22 


-St Albans Saints v Moorabbin City - Churchill Reserve - kick off 5.00pm 
Preston Lions v Altona Magic - Goodyear Stadium - kick off 5.00pm 


Bentleigh Greens v Bulleen Inter Kings - Kingston Heath Soccer Complex - kick off 5.00pm 


Fawkner Blues v South Dandenong - Smith Reserve - kick off 5.00pm 


Sunshine Georgies v Springvale White Eagles - Chaplin Reserve - kick off 5.00pm 


Monday March 23 


Heidelberg United v Thomastown Zebras - Olympic Village - kick off 8.30pm. 


Green Gully Cavaliers v Port Melbourne Sharks - Green Gully Reserve - kick off 8.15pm 


previous two games but were 
on top for most of this 
encounter, 

They took the lead in the 
36th minute. A promising 
White Eagles attack saw Sasa 
Nikolic in the area, he beat 
two men but before he could 
shoot, John Gasparini slid in 
and poked the ball into his 
‘own net, 

Saso Vodiloyski wasted a 
‘couple of good chances for the 
White Eagles before substitute 
Vince De La Plaza missed a 
golden opportunity in the 70th 
minute when he had just 
Maurice Raponi to beat. 

Thomastown had thought 
their chance to equalise had 
gone when Tony Lingurovski 
clipped the crossbar in the 
87th minate, 

But they did equalise two 
minute later when George 
Jolevski crossed to Nick 
Cuculevski (who appeared to 
be offside) to stab the ball in 
from close range. 

White Eagles: Brian, 
R.Marinkovic, M.Marinkovic, 
Cvetkovski, Mlinar 
(Kitanovski), Nikolic, 
Culibrk, Craciun, Vodilovski 
(Rikanovic), Styczen, Kozlica 
(V.De La Plaza), 

Zebras: Raponi, Lakovski, 
Gasparini (Cuteri), D.De 
Propertis, Boschini, Slifkas, 
Tacovitti (V.De Propertis), 
Jolevski, Lazarevski (Ardis), 
Cuculevski, Lingurovski. 

Votes: 3- Jolevski (T), 2- 
Craciun (SWE), —1- 
R.Marinkovic (SWE), 
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THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
405 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 05 9554 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR 


PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


@ 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 
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the latest footballing discovery to hit 
the top. A dynamic young talent who 
“has emerged from absolute obscurity to 
. now be offered a fulltime AIS scholarship 
as national coach Greg Brown’s newest 
member of the Australian squad. A 
surprise selection to some, but for anyone 
‘who has witnessed her rapid 
_ transformation, totally deserving. 
“T didn't believe it — it was a huge 


Si Australia’s Natalie Thomas is 


shock,” said Thomas of the moment she 
found out the news. “I was at work, and a 
"friend said to get home quick and phone her. 
“Personally I didn’t expect it, but others had 

said you might get lucky and make the train- 
on squad or something. 
 “Treally don’t know what to expect at the 
j moment - I've not thought much about that 
" yet,” added Thomas of the challenge ahead. 

“Just to get out there and improve, learn 
"more, I don’t know much about my position 
"and the game yet, These past twelve months 
_haye just been flying, compared to what T 

had been playing.” 

‘There is a unique and fascinating story 

“behind the success of the unassuming 19- 

year-old striker, born and bred in the 
country outpost of Broken Hill, in far far 

_ west NSW near the SA border, 

_ SASI coach Kevin McCormack and 

_ Assistant Wendy Carter discovered Thomas 
in 1996 competing in country carnivals in 

Whyalla and Broke Hill. 

Recognising the potential, she was 
selected for the State U/19s, and after 
" inviting her to Adelaide for a number of 
training sessions, was promptly promoted 
into the national league side, 

“T didn’t know anything, but I came to a 
couple of sessions, and was picked in the 
" first-team, just a few weeks before the start 
_ of the national league. They gave me the 

opportunity to go further — it was a big step 
_ up from Broken Hill.” 

‘Thomas is testament to the success of the 
ITC program and the Ansett Australia 
Summer Series, The rate of improvement 
displayed by her from the inaugural national 
league season to this one is immense. 
Although still very much a raw talent, she 
has shown a confidence and growing 
understanding, taking on defenders, working 
off the ball, with close skills and an element 


AIS INDUCTION 


he twenty athletes selected for the 
inaugural fulltime scholarships into 
the AIS in Canberra will assemble at the 
Institute this Sunday for a week’s 
induction training camp. 


— 


Lisa Casagran ‘Casa’ is one of the AIS scholarship 


holders 


NATALIE THOMAS 
THE BOLTER FROM BROKEN HILL 


of class in producing some stunning goals. 


A determination and cool head mixed with 
her speed and natural athleticism make for a 
fine raw material, 

“T was only slotted in late into the first 
national league team — thrown in at the deep 
end,” she reminisces. 

“My form is slowly getting better. I think 
more and get more involved than I did last 
year. Plus working alongside Sharon Black 
and Kristy Moore — the whole SA team have 
been terrific and supported me in every 
way.” 

Quality coaching and intense training has 

obviously played a major role in her 
development. “We 
would’ve trained once a 
week, if that, in Broken 
Hill, Now it’s three or 
four nights a week, but 
it’s great. Kevin's a 
good coach - he knows 
how to get what he 
wants out of each player. 
He talks to each player 
separately and knows 
just how to get the best 
‘out of them.” 
The young South 
Australian is so 
relatively new to the 
soccer scene that she 
readily admits she 
doesn’t know most of 
the Australian players’ 
names, “I only know the 
faces, which is pretty 
bad I guess.” 

This emerging star 
only took up soccer 
three or four years ago 
as a social sport. 

“There was a phone number in the 
newspaper, and I called it, just for 
something else to do,” she explains. 

Not that the teenager exactly needed 
anything else to do. Thomas played 
competitive golf, basketball, hockey and 
softball - and has achieved state team 
representation in each of those four sports, 

“My family at first didn’t like me starting 
up soccer, probably because I was playing 
so many other things. But since it’s got to be 
something bigger, they've really been 


supportive. And they’ve been to watch a few 
national league games, which is great.” 

Despite holding high aspirations in 
basketball and golf, she fortunately took the 
chance with soccer. The youngster made the 
big move to Adelaide during the first league 
season in January 1997, after completing her 
HSC at Willyama High. “I still had a lot of 
improvement to go in soccer, but I had the 
‘opportunity, so I went for it. It's difficult to 
get seen in the country, so when the 
‘opportunity comes along, you've got to 
make the decision.” 

“T never knew women’s soccer was so 
big,” she adds, also revealing she was also 


Rookie Natalie Thomas 
Ansett Summer Series. She has risen from obscurity to a place on the AIS 


scholarship list. 


unaware of it being an Olympic sport. 

She played for West, one of the total of 
four women’s teams in Broken Hill. “It's 
totally different to what I’m playing now, it 
was just running around the whole field and 
chasing the ball.” 

‘There must be something about the place, 
SASI team-mate Karin Prince is also from 
the mining town, and a former golfing mate 
of Thomas. 

Straight out of school, the move to the 
city was obviously not a huge hurdle for the 


FUTURE STAR PROFILE 
) 


young player. Settling in to her new soccer 
lifestyle, she also set out and landed a job 
for herself at Gamma Illumination, a 
lighting company. As a clerk, she gets 
involved in a bit of everything including 
orders and despatch. “They've been really 
good — they came to a few games in 
Adelaide, and they think it’s great.” 

SASI's national league Grand Final 
losses are probably the only low points of 
what has been a whirlwind year, 

“Tt was really bad, and especially it being 
the second time, it was quite devastating. 
After all that effort, we thought we were on 
top, but I guess you've got to get the ball in 
the net. The 
whole team just 
couldn't believe it 
— we though we 
had it in our 


grasp. 
Her highly 
creditable fifth 
placing in the 
league Player-of- 
the-Year votes 
was further proof 
of the impact 
Thomas has had 
throughout the 
season, the 
highest rated non- 
international 
player. “I was 
dumbfounded for 
ages about that ~ 
| even being in the 
euieuice first twelve after 
ury inlastyear’s the first rounds. 
This year has just 
been amazing.” 
This future star 
has an easy job now naming the highlight of 
her brief soccer career, and says ambitions 
were not previously foremost in her 
thoughts. “Definitely the highlight is making 
the squad. And now my ambition is the 
obvious one ~ to play for Australia. But 
definitely not this soon (was I aiming for 
this) - I still have a long way to go I think 
personally. I hadn't really thought about it, 1 
was just concentrating on each year, to take 
each step slowly.” 
Asked to name the best and worst 


NEWS UN BRIERoa, 


There they will be given the full rundown 


of the program and its people, the concept 
and the aims, and how the whole operation 
will work, both in terms of the soccer itself, 
as well as their lifestyle changes. 
Merged in with training and a couple 
of matches, the week will an intense 
ccomamey period, both 
physi-cally and 
mentally, with 
everyone really 
“4 Starting afresh in 
the move towards 
what is unknown 
territory. 
Hopefully this 
will produce the 
desired results 
for our future 
national teams. 


ne 
og 
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National coach Greg Brown: Scouring the country and keeping an eye on the 
talented players who will take us to World Cup glory? 
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features of her game, she responds: “My 
speed helps a lot. But I’m so critical of 
myself, that's the problem — so that would 
be my worst thing, I’ve been told off so 
many times about that.” 

She explains how her sporting 
background has helped her develop her 
soccer. “You can bring different aspects of 
other sports into the game, for instance 
rivalry play in basketball. You can 
anticipate what's going to happen, although 
it’s not always going to work, It’s also 
helpful having other co-ordination skills and 
knowing what your body is able to do.” 

Amidst all the excitement, she is very 
much aware that AIS selection is just the 
beginning of a hard road ahead — hard 
enough for the seasoned campaigner, let 
along the new kid on the block. 

“We'll just see what happens ~ I just 
hope I’m competitive at that level.” 

With her long record as an elite athlete, 
Natalie Thomas is obviously a dedicated and 
focussed young person, and together with 
her refreshing personality and somewhat 
amusing naivety, she will hopefully make 
this next transition as successfully as the 
last. 


NATALIE THOMAS 
SASI & OAP SQUAD 
FACT FILE 

‘Nat 


03 May 1978 
Broken Hill 


Nickname 

Date of Birth 
Birthplace 

Current team & 
previous clubs 
Occupation 
Brothers and sisters, 


SASI, West 

Clerk 

‘One younger brother 
Anissa Tann-Darby 
Michelle Timms 
Pasta 

‘Mad About You 

‘The Whitlams, Diana 
Ab Naid, all music 
The chip over the 
Keeper against QLD. 
More sport 
Definitely making the 
OAP Squad 

To play for Australia 


‘Most difficult opponent 


BROWN ON THE 
PROWL 


lowing the announcement of the AIS 

scholarships and OAP Squad, as well 
as the large train-on squad, national 
coach Greg Brown has spent the last 
week undertaking a whistlestop tour of 
the states. 

With numerous new players and the 
changes about to take place, it was 
important he talk to the players and coaches 
alike to explain how they will be affected in 
the scheme of things. 

‘And with the number of good players 
around (see story of Natalie Thomas above), 
no doubt this will be an interesting task for 
the coach charged with our World Cup 
‘campaign and Olympic 2000 dream. 
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14 43 Man City 38 5 4 10 22.22 5 5 9 20.24 39 ae ; thorpe 3 
173 3 Reading 377 4 8 25.27 3 5 1011 36 39 Cardiff City Doncaster 
mu 43 Stoke 3855 8 2230 3 8 9142737 Chester 0 Notts Cy ! 


“havel te Prauce with Marcout “havel and Journey “havc 


NSW PH: (02) 9728 1900 


DEPART 
9 JUNE 


10 JUNE 
UNTIL 
27 JUNE 


16 
NIGHTS 


world 
FRA 


‘FIRST ROUND' CHAMPIONSHIP - 


DATE MATCHES 
12/6/98 + PARAGUAY 
15/6/98 ENGLAND 
16/6/98 — SCOTLAND 
19/6/98 SPAIN 

22/6/98 ENGLAND vs 
29/6/98 SCOTLAND vs 
25/6/98 HOLLAND vs 


BULGARIA 
TUNISIA 
NORWAY 
ROMANIA 


MEXICO. 


PARAGUAY 


MOROCCO 


SA PH: (08) 8211 7866 


O0TBaL. @ 
if 


FOLLOWING ENGLAND & SCOTLAND 

‘PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 

‘= RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 

+7 FIRST ROUND TICKETS 

+18 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

* TRANSFERS TO 8 FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS & 
STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH. 

+ FULLY ESCORTED 


POER PERSON ve SUPERIOR 
(TWINSHARE) | _ TOURIST TOURIST 
CATEGORY 3 ‘$7,357.00 $7,997.00 

Singie Supplement | $1,280.00 $1/920.00 


® 


DEPART 
9 JUNE 


10 JUNE 
UNTIL 
13 JULY 


8 JULY 
UNTIL 
415 JULY 


ie 
NIGHTS 


32 
NIGHTS 


® 


DEPART 
TJULY 


‘FIRST & SECOND ROUND’ 


AS PER FIRST ROUND MATCH ITINERARY 
FOLLOWED BY THE SECOND ROUND 
MATCH ITINERARY. 


'FINAL' CHAMPIONSHIP 


MATCHES PLACE 
‘SEMLFINAL, PARIS-$O. 
SA4PLACEFINAL PARIS-PDP. 
FINAL PARIS-S.. 


‘PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 

‘“ RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES. 

‘= 15 STADIUM TICKETS INCLUDING, 10 FIRST & SECOND 
ROUND, 2 QUARTER FINALS, 1 SEMI FINAL, 3AD & 4TH 
PLAGE & FINAL 

‘+32 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

+ TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS 
& STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 

+ FULLY ESCORTED. 


KAGE PRICE 
PER PERSON 
(TWIN SHARE) 


‘#3 STADIUM TICKETS INCLUDING, 10 FIRST & SECOND. 
ROUND, 2 QUARTER FINALS, 1 SEMIFINAL, SRO & 4TH 
PLAGE & FINAL 

‘+7 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

* TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS 
{& STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 

= FULLY ESCORTED 


DEPART 
9 JUNE 


10 JUNE 
UNTIL 
27 JUNE 


16 
NIGHTS 


worl) UP FOOTE 


FRANCE (8 


‘FIRST ROUND' CHAMPIONSHIP 
- FOLLOWING ITALY 


DATE MATCHES 
19696 ITALY. CHILE 
1998 © SOUTH KOREA MEXICO. 
14698 = YUGOSLAVIA IRAN 
171698 ITALY ‘CAMEROON 
USA IRAN 
ITALY AUSTRIA 
GERMANY IRAN 


PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 


“+ RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 

‘+7 FIRST ROUND TICKETS 

‘+16 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

‘TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS & 
‘STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 

“FULLY ESCORTED. 


KAGE PRICE 
PER PERSON 


(TWIN SHARE) 


CATEGORY 3 
‘Single eo 


ee) 


DEPART 
9 JUNE 


10 JUNE 
UNTIL 
13 JULY 


DEPART 
26 JULY 


27 JULY 


UNTIL, 
13 JULY 


16 
NIGHTS: 


"FIRST & SECOND ROUND' 


AS PER FIRST ROUND MATCH ITINERARY 
FOLLOWED BY THE SECOND ROUND 
MATCH ITINERARY. 


‘SECOND ROUND' CHAMPIONSHIP 


DATE MATCHES PLACE 
SECOND ROUND MARSEILLE 
SECOND ROUND — MONTPELLIER 
SECOND ROUND — ST. ETTIENNE 
QUARTERFINAL —PARIS-SD. 
(QUARTER FINAL 
SEMI FINAL 
384 PLACE FINAL 
FINAL, 


‘PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 

* RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES. 

+15 STADIUM TICKETS INCLUDING, 10 FIRST & SECOND. 
ROUND, 2 QUARTER FINALS, 1 SEMI FINAL, SAD & 4TH 
PLACE & FINAL 

+32 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

“+ TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS. 
8 STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 

+ FULLY ESCORTED. 


* RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 

#8 STADIUM TICKETS INCLUDING, 3 SECOND ROUND, 
‘2QUARTER FINALS, 1 SEMI FINAL, RD & 4TH PLACE & 
FINAL, 

+16 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

‘TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS 
& STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 


‘Al packages are based ex Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Applicable addons for other capital cities. First Class, Business 
Class and Flound World options are available. Recommended Prices Only. Prices may vary due to Exchange Rates. 


‘All packages are based ex Syaney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Applicable addons for other capital cities. First Class, Business 
Class and Round World options are available. Recommended Prices Only. Prices may vary due to Exchange Rates. 


16 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 17, 1998 
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SXsSeevaserare 


Bese 


SRSPRRRZE => 


Henne 


Albion ® 


Berwick 2745 5 1921 4 45172033 Bevern 26 58 1323 40.23 
SCOTLAND Queen'sPE28 528 1926 3 6 41213 32 Molenbeck 265 4172768 19 
Cow'beath 28.51 8 12 21 5 0 9142431 Antwerp 26 4 6 1626 48 18 

Mouse 8338 5 213369 

DIVISION TWO Dumbarton 28.0.5 8 10 22 5 4 62527 4 CROATIA 

PWDL FAWDLP APs BELGIUM Croatia 3 0 
Clydebank 2665219107 5 1189 49 Hajduk eS tiene oe 
Livingsion 25.723 2215 4 6 31815 41 Eendrache Aalst 1 Lokeren 5S Samobor 5 Slaven Belupo 1 
Clydebank 276531912 75 1189 49  Haelbeke 0 Lierse 2 Rijeka 1 HrvDragovoljac 0 
Livingson 267.2 3 2215 5 6 32015 4 — ClubBruges 0 Standard Liege 0 —_‘Sibenik 1 Zadakomee 1 
Siranmaer 286.3 5 27.20 5 4 S17 18 40 Sin-Truiden 1 EMouseron 0—Osijek 1 0 

Queen'Sth 2775 2 2012 4 2.72325 40 Lommel 2 Charleroi 1 
Sien'mwir 28 6 4 4 23.21 4 3.71319 37 Anderlecht 4 Germinal Ekeren 0 LF APs 
Caledonian 28 5.6 3 27.17 4 3 7302536 Wester 0 Genk 2 Croatia 346 18 49 
Forfar 285 4 6 24 WA 4 4 52026 35 Antwerp 0 Ghent 0 Haj 536 20 43 
EastFife 27.626 23.29 4 2.712204 — Beveren 1 RWDMolenbeek 0 Zagreb 53523 41 
Cys 446 Lame 661525 08 Dra'volje 6 3118 36 
Brechin 2745 3 15 15 2 5 8 18 34 28 PWDLFA Osijek 8 29 26 2 
Bruges 26 21-4 1.60.21 67 Zadmere 1025 24 28 
DIVISION THREE Genk 2617 4 5572955 Rijeka 6 20 24 26 
Ekeren 26 14 5 748.36 47 Varieks 1024 32 24 
Aba 0 Cowdenbeath «)=—=S«Hatelbeke 26 12.9 5.43.25 45 Mladost ni7s B 
Nien eae 0 Anderiecht 26 12 6 84230 42 Belupo 1120.43.23 
Eas Siting orteee 1 Lokeren 26 13 1 1253 53 40 Samotor 22335 2 
‘Queen's Pe plese Age calee 25 11 6 94134 39 Sibenik B19 38.17 

Ross Cly ee tae 1 Lommel 26 10 6 1040 39 36 

Standard 2 8 9 93635 33 

St-Truiden 26 8 8 1024 29 32 FRANCE 

Abe Ghent 26 7 1 83536 32 
‘Aneah Charlewoi 26 8 6 123749 30 Nantes = boneals 2 
Ross Cty Westerlo 26.7 9 103843 30 Guingamp © — Chateauroux 0 
ESiiing Mouseron 26 77:122939 28 — Auxene 3 Nias 1 
Eendracht 26 -7-7:123748 28 LeHave as Cae 0 


FARE TO EUROPE 
MARCH 1 - MAY 31 
$1 5550 RETURN (PLUS TAXES) 


TICKETS MUST BE BOUGHT BEFORE MARCH 31 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


Montpellier 0 Mew 
Strasbourg : ee 
Toulouse 
Cologne 0 Hansa Rostock 
Wolfsburg 1 Karlsrube 
Hamburg 0 Stuttgart 
Bayer Munich 0 Bochum 
B Dortmund 3 Arminia Bielefeld 
Kaiserslautem 11860 Munich 
B Meladbach 0 Werder Bremen 
Duisburg 1 Leverkusen 
Hertha Berlin 1 Schalke 
PWDLFA 
Kaiserstautem 26 17 6 349.27 
Bayem % 14 6 6 49 30 
Leverkusen 26 12 10 4 52.30 
Schalke 2 WM 432-2 
Stuttgart % 18 74434 
Hansa Rostock 26 10 6 1037.33 
Dortmund 29 8 94541 
Duisburg % 9 8 93334 
Werder 2% 9 8 93240 
Hertha % 9 6 1131 2 
Bochum % 8 7113037 
Cologne 2% 9 4 134150 
Wolfsburg % 8 5 1393139 
Karlsruhe 2% 7 8 «113747 
1860 Munich 26 7 7 123245 
B Mgladbach 2% 6 9 1142 47 
Hamburg 6 6 9 112938 
ABiclefeld 2% 7 4 1533 43 


GREECE 


Olympiakos 4 Kavala 
Panionios 0 ARK 
Xanthi 1 Panathinaikos 
Patiliakos 2. On 
PAOK 3 onikos 
Proodeftiki 4 Iraklis 
Panahaiki 1 Bthnikos 
Veria 2 Kalamata 
PWDLFA 
Olympiakos 26 221 3.618 
Panathinsikos % 21 47121 
AEK 2% 18 5 3483 
PAOK 26 16 6 548 28 
lorikos 26 15 6 54121 
Iraklis 2% 13:7 64231 
Paniliakos 9 8 97H 
OFT 26 10 3 1334 46 
Xanthi 2% 9 5 1240.46 
Panionios % 9 3 1432373 
Apollon 5 8 5 33 
Veria 2% 8 5132937 
Panahaiki 2% 8.3 152245 
Proodeftiki % 6 5 1528 32 
Exhnikos 2% 7 1 182041 
Kalamata % 5 6 1518.37 
Athinaikos 25 5 5 151839 
Kavala 2% 4 5 172451 


HOLLAND 


Unrecht 3 
Waalwijk 0 wv 
Nijmegen 2 Maastricht 
Breda 1 Twente 
Ajax 6 Volendam 
Roda IC 0 Fortuna 
Heerenveen 1 Tilburg 
PWDLFA 
Ajax uu2i7u 
PSV. 15.8 16527 
Feyenoord 4136 5428 
Heerenveen 251395 74134 
Vitesse 2312 6 $5337 
Tilburg, 25 11 4 1042 39 
Fortuna 25 11 4 1035 40 
Breda 24 10 4 1030 28 
Nijmegen 25 10 1 1429 47 
Twente w79 822 
Utrecht 249 3 1245 51 
Graafschap 25 7 8 1033 28 
Sparta 25 7 8 1042 46 
Roda 7 6 123 
Groningen 2 6 8 1192.43 
Maastricht 25 6 4 152457 
Waalwijk 2 4 6 152753 
Volendam 25 3 6 1621 8 
Bologna 3 Vicenza 
Brescia 2 Milan 
Empoli 2 Parma 


Ps 


Ce este Pew Se Sot 


BB 


25 


Inter 4 Atalanta 0 
Juventus 2 Napoli 2 
Lecce 1 Fiorentina 1 
Roma 2 Bai 1 
Sampdoria 0 Lazio 4 
Piacenza P Udinese P 
PWDLF APs 
Juventus 25 19° 8 2152-29 53 
Lazio 2515 6 44617 SI 
Inter 25 18 5 545.21 50 
Roma 25 128 5.4530 44 
Pama 25 12 8 53925 44 
Udinese MDT 54429 43 
Fiorentina 25 10 10 5 46 28 40 
Milan 25 109 6 32 24 39 
Sampdoria 29-7 :9:3944 34 
Bologna 25.79 93635 30 
Vicenza 28 8 5 1227-47 29 
Bescia 28 7 6 1234 40 27 
Empoli 25 7 5 1336 43 26 
Bari 25.7 5 1323 36 26 
Piacenza 2M 4 12 B 18.28 24 
Atalanta 25 4 9 1219-38 21 
Lecce 25 35 1719 56 14 
Napoli 25 2 6 1717 54 12 
Belenenses 0 Camprtense 1 
Esuela 1 Academica 0 
Maritimo 1 Braga 1 
Salgueiros 4 Farense 1 
1 Setubal 3 
3 Chaves 1 
0 Goimaraes 1 
2 RioAve 0 
0 Sporting Lisbon 1 
LF APIs 
Ponto 253.24 59 
Benfica 443 2 49 
Guimaraes 73419 44 
Esuela 7 34.28 40 
Sporting 6 29 22 39 
Boavista 633 4 37 
Salgueiros 8 36 28 37 
Maritimo 829 26 37 
Rio Ave 8 3130 35 
Camp'rense 1037 39 33 
Leca 1224.36 
Farense 7:33} 
Brga 93 
Setubal 1127 30 28 
Vareim 1021 4 25 
Academica 11 18 30 24 
Chaves 1722.49 18 
Belenenses 1514 38 14 
Compostela 2 Atletico 1 
Real Madrid 2 Roving Samander 2 
Real Betis 2 Salamanca 1 
Celta Vigo 0 Tenerife 0 
Espanyol 0 Real Sociedad 3 
Merida 1 Deportivo 0 
Oviedo 2 Gijon 1 
Valladolid 1 Barcelona 2 
Zaragoza 0 Valencia A 
Playing Monday 
Athletic Bilbao v Mallorca 
PWODLF APs 
Barcelona 28 18 4 6 59.37 58 
R Madrid 2 14 9 65135 51 
Celta Vigo 2% 4 6 9:39:32 48 
Sociedad 29 12 IL 6 45 28 47 
Betis 2% 13:8 7403547 
Atl Madrid 29 12 10 7.5737 46 
Ath Bitbao 2 Ui 11 636 33 44 
Valencia WB 5 14433 44 
Mallorca 28 1 10 7:39.25 43 
Espanyol 29 9 12 8 35.26 39 
Zaragoza 29 10 9 1038 46 39 
Oviedo 29 8 13 83135 37 
Deportivo 29 8 12 93231 36 
Valladolid 29 10 6 1328 43 36 
Compostela 28 7 10 123949 34 
Santander 2 B 8 1334 44 32 
Salamanca 2 8 7 1425 34 31 
Merida 29°97 132843 31 
Tenerife 2 7 8 143148 29 
Gijon 1 4 2425 64 7 
FCZarich 0 Grasshoppers 2 
Servette 2 Sion 1 
‘Aarau 1 Laceme 1 
StGalien 0 Lausanne 0 
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SOUTH AMERICA 


— Compiled by Mario Erchart — 


LIBERTADORES CUP UPDATE 


MEXICAN NEW BOYS 
BEAT BRAZILIANS 


raguayan champions Olimpia 
defeated Chilean runners-up 
Universidad Catolica, Bolivian side 
Bolivar were victorious against 
Penarol of Uruguay while 
Barcelona of Ecuador beat 
Bucaramanga of Colombia. These 
were the highlights of the first 
qualifying games for the 1998 
Toyota Libertadores Cup, the 
major championship at club level 
in South America. 

In Group 1 newcomers 
Guadalajara of Mexico, in front of 
50, 000 excited fans, scored their first 
victory with a 1-0 win over Gremio 
of Brazil, at Guadalajara’s Jalisco 


stadium, 

Jesus Arellano took advantage of a 
defensive blunder from Gremio’s 
goalkeeper Danrely and netted the 
only goal in the 68th minute. 

In Group 3 Olimpia mantained a 
perfect record with a 2-0 win over 
Universidad Catolica, at Asuncion’s 
Defensores del Chaco stadium. 
Olimpia, coached by former 
Uruguayan international Luis 
Cubilla, dominated the initial 15 
minutes but, from then on, Catolica 
started to take control of the midfield 
and created some problems for the 
local defence. 

However after only 30 minutes, 
Cubilla made some positional 
changes with the inclusion of striker 
Juan Benitez, and Olimpia found 
more depth upfront. Benitez was 
instrumental in the first Paraguayan 
goal, sending a perfect long ball for 
Jorge Valdez who opened the 
account in the 44th minute, 

Olimpia consolidated its victory in 
the 54th minute when midfielder 
Nelson Zelaya connected with a 
perfect header via a cross from 
Gabriel Gonzalez. 

In the other match for Group 3, 
also played at the Defensores del 
Chaco Stadium, Cerro Porteno 
defeated Chilean champion Colo 
Colo 2-0, with goals courtesy of 


Hugo Ovelar in the 75th minute and 
Juan Paredes in the 90th. 

In the altitude of La Paz, the local 
outfit Bolivar defeated Uruguayan 
champion, Penarol by one goal to 
zero. 


18 


The only goal of the match was 
scored by Boliyar’s Brazilian striker 
Sergio Joao in the 70th minute. 

The Bolivian champion went on 
the attack from the start of the game, 
while Penarol played cautiously, 
trying to avoid the pressure from the 
local outfit and the altitude (3,600 
metres above sea level), and they 
hardly threatened the opposition 
defence. 

In their second match, against 
Bolivia’s Oriente Petrolero, 
Penarol scored a very valuable 0-0 
draw. 

In the same group, Oriente 
Petrolero scored is first three points 
with a 2-1 victory over Nacional of 
Uruguay, at Santa Cruz's Tahuichi 
Aguilera stadium. 

Nacional went ahead in the 37th 
minute through midfielder Danilo 
Baltierra, but Petrolero’s strikers 
Osvaldinho and Edu netted in the 
66th and 83rd minutes respectively, 
thus securing the important victory 

Meanwhile at a wet Quito's Isidro 
Romero stadium, in front of 20,000 
spectators, Ecuadorean side 
Barcelona defeated Bucaramanga of 
Colombia, 2-0, in a Group 1 game. 

Barcelona took the lead in the 11th 


minute; striker Fabian Arias with a 
powerful drive from the edge of the 
box, while Nicolas Ascencio added 
the second with a header in the 48th. 

Barcelona dominated for most of 
the match, while the Colombians, 
who rarely crossed the centre of the 
park in the initial period, only 
threatened the local goalkeeper with 
shots from long distance in the 
second-half. 


In another Group 1 encounter, 


four times Libertadores Cup runner- 
up, America of Colombia, defeated 
Deportivo Quito, at Quito’s 
Atahualpa stadium, in front of 15,000 
fans. 

Wilmer Obregon opened the 
account for America, with a header 
in the fifth minute, and Gerson 
Gonzalez added the second in the 
34th with a powerful shot from 25 
metres. Striker Ricardo Perez netted 
the fourth and the fifth for the 
Colombians in the 34th and 79th 
minutes. 


America (Colombia) 


RESULTS AND STANDINGS 
GROUP 1 


P w D 
2 


Barcelona (Ecuador) 2 
Deportivo Quito (Ecuador) 3 
Bucaramanga (Colombia) 3 


America 
Barcelona 
Deportivo Quito 
Barcelona 
Deportivo Quito 


RESULTS 
Bucaramanga 
Deportivo Quito 
Bucaramanga 
Bucaramanga 
America 


GROUP 2 


America (Mexico) 


Gremio 


Vasco d 


Guadalajara 


Gremio 


Guadalajara 1 


Olimpia 


(Brazil) 


1 
2 
Guadalajara (Mexico) 2 
1 


la Gama (Brazil) 


RESULTS 

i) America 

1 Vasco da Gama 
Gremio 


(Paraguay) 


Colo Colo (Chile) 
Cerro Porteno (Paraguay) 3 
Universidad Catolica (Chile)3 


Olimpia 


Universidad Catolica 
Cerro Porteno 


Olimpia 


Cerro Porteno 


Penarol 
Oriente 


RESULYS 
5 


Cerro Porteno 
1 Colo Colo 
0 Universidad Catolica 
2 Universidad Catolica 
2 Colo Colo 


P 
Bolivar (Bolivia) 2 
3 


(Uruguay) 
Petrolero (Bolivia) 3 


Nacional (Uruguay) 2 


Bolivar 
Penarol 
Oriente 
Bolivar 


Alianza 


RESULTS 
3 Oriente Petrolero 
Nacional 
Penarol 
Penarol 


GROUP 5 


Petrolero 


Lima (Peru) 


Colon (Argentina) 
Sporting Cristal (Peru) 


Alianza 
Coion 


QUARTER-FINALS 


P 
River Plate (Argentina) 1 
1 
1 
1 


RESULTS 


Lima il Sporting Cristal 
1 River Plate 


SEMI-FINALS 


12 & 16 JULY 


FINALS 


12 & 26 AUGUST 


15 & 29 APRIL 


6 & 25 MAY 


-upeg 


-oOCON 


ouuug 
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BILARDO FOR 
GUATEMALA! 


Argentine tactician Carlos Bilardo, who took Argentina to 
the 1986 World Cup in Mexico, where they won, and to the 
Final in Italia 90 against Germany, will be the new coach of 
the national team of Guatemala. 

Bilardo, who has also coached Spanish club Seville and 
Argentine giant Boca Juniors (without much success), accepted 
the terms offered by Guatemalan officials and will take charge 
of the Central American squad next month. 

Meanwhile his compatriot Miguel Angel Brindisi who, in the 
past has coached Guatemala, is one of the candidates to take the 
helm of the Salyadore national team. His rival for the position 
will be former Uruguayan international defender Juan Carlos 
Masnik. 


ZICO NEW ASSISTANT 
FOR ZAGALLO 


Former Brazi 


international star Arthur Antunes 
Coimbra, better known by his nickname of ‘Zico’, will be 
the techinical co-ordinator of the Brazilian national team 
defending their world title in France 98, He will be working 
very closely with national coach Mario Zagallo, 

It will be a position similar to the one that Zagallo held when 
Brazil won the 1994 World Cup in USA, when the coach was 
Carlos Alberto Parreira. 

Zico was one of the stars of the Brazilian national side’s 
three World Cup campaigns: Argentina 78, Spain 82 and 
Mexico 86. But he couldn't achieve his dream of winning the 
World Cup Final. 

Mario Zagallo won the World Cup in 1958 and 1962 as a 
player, in 1970 as a coach, and in 1994 as a technical 
coordinator. Quite a record. 


“s 


Zico: The legend is now Brazil's technical co- 


STORMING 
AHEAD 


Velez Sarsfield, who drew 0-0 with Platense, is the 
unbeaten leader of the Argentine league second phase after 
five rounds of competition, while defending champion River 
Plate thrashed Huracan 5-0. 

In the local derby, San Lorenzo scored their second 
consecutive win by beating Argentine giants Boca Juniors.t was 
Boca’s third defeat ina row. 

OTHER RESULTS: Gimnasia y Esgrima of Jujuy 2 Racing 
Club 0, Rosario Ceniral 1 Ferro Carril Oeste 2, Independiente 5 
Gimnasia y Tiro Salta 1, Lanus 3 Deportivo Espaniol 0, 
Estudiantes de La Plata 2 Union Santa Fe 1, Argentinos Juniors 
O Newells Old Boys 0 

STANDINGS: Velez Sarsfield 13 points; Gimnasia Jujuy 12; 
Lanus and Independiente 11; River Plate 10; Platense 9; Ferro 
Carril Oeste 8; Estudiantes, Racing and Rosario Central 7; 
Boca Juniuors and San Lorenzo 6; Newell’s Old Boys 5, 
Union 4; Colon and Argentinos Juniors 3; Huracan 2; Gimnasia 
y Tiro Salta and Espanol 1. 
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LAZIO 
MARCH ON 
AS INTER 
STUMBLE 


fter leading the Serie A 

adder for most of the 
season, it now appears that 
the wheels have fallen off 
Inter, Their recent form has 
been patchy at best in 
comparison to the cracking 
pace they set earlier in the 
year. 

Lazio, on the other hand, 
keep rolling on and have 
surprised many critics after 
their indifferent start to the 
season. With the arrival of 
_ Marcela Salas next year it will 
be an even more formidable 


outfit, 


Since January Inter have 
lost to Bari, Bologna, Lazio 
and Parma, and they have 
drawn with Empoli and 
Fiorentina. Hardly impressive 
stuff and not the form of a 
team that can win ‘Lo 
Scudetto’. 

A few weeks ago club 
president Massimo Moratti 
assured everyone that coach 
Gigi Simoni will be there next 
year and even extended his 
contract, However, there is an 
old saying that when you get 
the vote of confidence ... 

Meanwhile Lazio are going 
great guns and at this stage 
appear to be the only team 
that can possibly challenge 
and be a threat to Juventus” 
title ambitions, 


FEWER 
FOREIGNERS 
IN SERIE A? 


Ti Deputy Prime 
Minister of Italy, Walter 


Veltroni, has recently stated 
that there are far too many 
foreigners playing in the 
Serie A. His idea is to limit 
each team to only five, 


) irrespective of whether they 
are from European Union 
He was scheduled to have a 


countries or not, 

meeting in Brussels with the 
relevant powers that be about 
his idea. One glance at some 
of the Serie A line-ups may 
help shed some light on 
Veltroni’s idea. 

For instance, Inter have 
foreign players Ronaldo, 
Djorkaeff, Cavet, Kanu, 
Simeon, Ze Elias and Zanetti 
on their books. Their rivals 
AC Milan have Weah, 
Kluivert, Ziege, Boban, 
Savicevic, Desailly, Ba and 
Cruz to name just a few. 

The only Serie A team with 


absolutely no foreigners is 
Piacenza. They refuse to buy 
them, preferring to give local 
talent a go. 

For many years the Serie A 
was a closed shop as far as 
foreigners were concerned. 
‘The argument went that it was 
detrimental to the national 
team, 


Paul Okon: one of the 
many overseas players 
in Serie A 


Then, in 1980, Italy 
allowed one foreigner per 
team, it was increased to two 
in 1982, then it become three 
and so forth up until it became 
three and so forth to the point 
it is today. 

Many would reminisce 
about when Juventus had only 
Liam Brady or when they had 
only Michel Platini and Zibi 
Boniek, 

Furthermore in the late 80s 
and early 90s, when the cap 
was set at three foreigners, 
Inter had three quality 
Germans in Klinsmann, 
Matthaeus and Brehme and 
AC Milan had the brilliant 
Dutch triumvirate of Gullit, 
Van Basten and Rijkaard. 
Most definitely three of the 
best Dutch players to have 
ever played in Italy (and the 
results indicated that). 

Tt may be a case of longing 
for the past or, even better, the 
desire to help the national 
team, but whatever it is, 
Veltroni’s proposal after all 
may not be as silly as it first 
sounds, 

You can’t tell me that the 
present day AC Milan is 
better than the version of a 
few years back when they had 
the three Dutchmen? Or that 


Inter championship winners in 
1989, with their three 
Germans, is worse than the 
present day squad that 
includes amongst others 
Ronaldo, FIFA’s Player of the 
Year? 


CASIRAGHI 
TO JOIN 
CHELSEA? 


talian striker Pierluigi 

Casiraghi is set to join 
Chelsea and be re-united 
with his former Juventus 
team- mate Gianluca Vialli. 
Casiraghi is currently 
playing with Lazio and has 
been with the club since 
1993. 

Casiraghi is one of three 
quality strikers currently at 
Lazio, along with Alen Boksic 
and Roberto Mancini. He is 
not guaranteed a place in the 
starting lineup and when 
Marcelo Salas arrives next 
season it will be even harder 
for him. 

Tt would be an excellent 
move for Casiraghi and I'm 
sure it would be equally 
valuable for the London club 


to have him. 


Vialli 


SERIE B 

COACHING 

CHANGES 

R: nna are the latest 

erie B club to sack 
their coach this season. They 
have replaced Mauro 
Sandreani, who was 
appointed in the close- 
season, with Sergio 
Santarini. 

Santarini, 50, will best be 
remembered by AS Roma 
fans as a staunch defender 
with the club from 1968 to 
1981. 

Other Serie B clubs to have 
sacked their coach this season 
include: Torino, Genoa, 
Regpiana, Pescara, Foggia, 
Perugia and Monza. The latter 
two have actually managed to 
sack two coaches! 

Who said coaching was a 
secure profession? 


REFEREES IN 
THE LINE OF 
FIRE 


Ress in Italy have 
come under fire more so 
it seems this season than any 
other in the past. Some 
matches have ended with 
almost farcical scenes with a 
couple of players and the 
‘odd coach or two being sent- 
off. 

Some of the errors are 
glaring but in the heat of the 
battle they are either missed 
totally or misinterpreted by 
the man in the middle, 

Coaches in their post-match 
interviews have been 
jutely livid in their 
Tt may be a 
reflection of the ever 
increasing pressures on them, 
but blaming the referee has 
become almost.compulsory. 

The man who appoints 
referees to their games in 
Serie A is Fabio Baldas, a 
former leading referee 
himself. However he, in turn, 
has taken out his frustrations 
on the Italian media for 
highlighting every refereeing 
error. 

Af the media is to accurately 
report on games, then surely it 
must point out such failures, 

Someone should tell Mr 
Boldas that covering up a 
problem is not a solution. 


ROUND 26 
PREVIEW 


AC Milan - Inter at the 
San Siro is without any 
doubt the fiercest derby in 
the Serie A. For the 
Milanese it is an institution 
and the rivalry in the city of 
Milan virtually divides it 
into two. 

Inter need to win to keep 
pace with the leaders, while 
AC Milan must win to grab a 
UEFA Cup place for next 
season. 

Parma-Juventus at the 
Tardini is another game not to 
be missed. Juve, Serie A 
leaders, against a leading club 
with a very parochial home 
following. 

Coach Carlo Ancelotti will 
have his team well prepared 
for the Tum giants, who may 
be jaded by their mid-week 
Champions’ league match 
away in Kiev against Dynamo 
Kiev. 


OTHER 
GAMES 


Fiorentina - Bologna 
Udinese - Brescia 


Atalanta - Empoli 
Napoli - Lecce 
Lazio - Piacenza 
Vicenza - Roma 
Bari - Sampdoria 


reek News 


By Andrew Akratos 


DABIZAS 
JOINS TOON 
ARMY 


lemuri Ketsbaia, 

Newcastle’s recent 
signing from AEK Athens, 
continues to impress and 
last weekend scored his first 
goal for the club, a 16th 
minute effort that opened 
the scoring for Newcastle in 
their 3-1 home in the FA 
Cup Quarter Finals against 
Barnsley, 

Ketsbaia is only one of 
many to have left the 
Mediterranean league in 
recent times to try their hand 
in the misty, rain drenched 
playing fields of England, and 
with the transfer of Nikos 
Cabizas to Newcastle during 
the week, the total of Greek 
players plying their trade 
abroad is nudging the even 
dozen mark, 

On Tuesday Greek 
international Nikos Dabizas 
joined English Premier 
League side Newcastle from 
Olympiakos for $3.3 million. 
Dabizas, 24, signed a four- 
year contract with Kenny 
Dalglish's side and was 
eligible to make his debut in 
Saturday's league game 
against Coventry at St James’ 
Park. 

According to Dalglish, 
Newcastle swooped for 
Dabizas because, “he's a 
centreback who can play in 
midfield, he's comfortable on 
the ball and he’s scored a few 
goals. It’s an opportunity for 
us to strengthen the squad. 
Niko is a Greek international, 
he’s got experience in the 
Champions’ League and he 
has been playing for the 
number one side in his 
country. He’s got the right 
pedigree and will be a good 
asset for us.” 

The arrival of Dabizas 
takes Dalglish’s spending to 
12 million pounds ($19.6 
million) in the last six weeks, 
following the signings of 
Andreas Andersson, Andy 
Griffin and Gary Speed. 

It also ends Dalglish's long 
search for an imposing central 
defender after attempts to sign 
Germany's Markus Babbel 
floundered after the Bayern 
Munich star's excessive wage 
demands. 

Dabizas, who has more 
than 20 caps for Greece, faces 
considerable competition for a 
first-team place. Darren 
Peacock, Steve Howey, Stuart 
Pearce, Alessandro Pistone, 
Steve Watson, Philippe Albert 
and Aaron Hughes have all 
played in the centre of 
defence this season. 

But he does have the 
chance to assert himself 
before Newcastle's first FA 
Cup semi-final appearance for 
24 years, when they play 
either Coventry or Sheffield 
United. 

As part of the deal, United 
are set to play Olympiakos in 
a friendly match, with the date 
to be announced later. 

The story of Georgios 
Donis at Blackburn Rovers. 


was a mixed success, Under 
Ray Harford he enjoyed 
regular first-team outings but, 
with the arrival of Tony 
Parkes, his days were 
numbered. Donis is plying his 
trade with AEK these days but 
will always be remembered as 
the first Greek-bom player to 
grace the Premier League. 
And he won't be the last 
either as seven of the last 11 
transfers abroad have been to 
English clubs... 

1. Georgios Donis 
(Blackburn Rovers). Enjoyed 
a year in England (1996/97 — 
97/98) before returning to the 
Greek First Division. An 
international who plays on the 
right wing, Donis was the 
fastest player in the Premier 
League but out of place in the 
traditional 4-4-2 system. Has 
played for Panathinaikos and 
AEK. 

2. Vasili Borbokis 
(Sheffield United). Borbokis 
started the player drain at 
AEK when former owner 
George Trohanas allowed 
Howard Kendall to take him 
away to Brammall Lane, A 
great crosser of the ball Levas 
been a regular first-teamer 
under Nigel Spackman and 
has attracted attention from 
Arsenal and Newcastle, 

3. Troy Dellas (Sheffield 
United): Playing. with 
Borbokis, Dellas is from Aris 
and has had a roller coaster 
time — a guaranteed first- 
team regular when fit but has 
spent more time on the 
treatment table (a chronic 
back problem) then on the 
field and has only recently 
returned to the paddock. 

4. Dimitris Markos 
(Sheffield United); After 
being involved in a confused 
transfer deal between PAO 
and AEK (that never 
eventuated), Markos made a 
hasty move to United as PAO 
no longer wanted him. Never 
quite gelled in England and 
has since returned to Greece 
with Kalamata. 

5. Theodoros Zagorakis 
(Leicester City): Bought by 
Martin O'Neil from PAOK to 
boost an ailing defence and to 
help City’s push for a UEFA 
place, Zagorakis, an 
accomplished 
defender/sweeper, has had 
first-team football but is 
having off-field problems (ie. 
language, accommodation 
etc.) but seems set for a long 
career if he stays free of 
injury. 

6, Michael Vlahos 
(Portsmouth): Considered too 
old by AEK at 31, Vlahos has 
found a new lease of life at 
Portsmouth where the team, 
under the guidance of World 
Cup hero Alan Ball, is playing 
its way out of the relegation 
zone. The player is having a 
great season and has been 
offered a two-year extension 
on his original one-year 
contract by Ball. 

7. Nikos Dabizas 
(Newcastle): The most high- 
profile transfer of a Greek 
international yet. Kenny 
Dalglish was impressed by his 
efforts in the national shirt in 
Greece’s unlucky World Cup 
qualifiers and will be 
partnering Alan Shearer up- 


front, Temuri Keisbaia 
(formerly of ABK) is starting 
to establish himself at the club 
in crisis (13th in a league of 
20) and the arrival of Dalizas 
will hopefully spark a revival 
for the great club, 


SAD LOSS 


i recent weeks AEE haye 
suffered a shocking injury 
toll and with the tra: of 
players such as Ketsbaia to 
Newcastle, their title hopes 
have started to fade. 

But, in true underdo; 
fashion, they rose two Ww 
ago to beat title rivals 
Panathinaikos 1-0 to reignite 
their hopes once again. 

However all the good work 
was undone in the midweek 
game against minnows 
Paneliakos, who stunned fans 
and AEK alike with a 
workmanlike 1-2 away win, 
Four days earlier Olympiakos 
had won 0-4 away to 
Kalamata and are looking 
more and more like 
champions for the second year 
running. 


IN BRIEF... 


Greece maintains cighth 
position in the UEP 
rankings based on club 
performances in Europe on 
28.750, points. Leading, the 
way is Italy on 55.917 points 
followed by Germany and 
Spain with England in sixth 
Traklis_ midfielder Eli 
Sapanis will be out of action 
for at least a month after re- 
aggravating an old hamstring 
injury ... For the trivia bufis, 
the last non-Greek national 
team coach was Billy 
Bingham (of Northem Ireland 
fame) whose reign went {rom 
1971-73, with a record that 
read 2 wins, 3 draws and 7 
losses... The (Greek) 
Women’s national team 
scored a 3-2 win over their 
Turkish counterparts after 
leading 1-0 and then falling 
behind 1-2 .., Angry fans 
abused AEK players after the 
team’s home loss to 
Paneliakos recently, leaving 
the club eight points behind 
leaders Olympiakos ,. An 
outstanding account of $3,000 
has resulted in the Water 
Board cutting off the water 
supply to the ground of 
Apollon Kalamarias and 
causing the cancellation of at 
least one game ... Panonios 
player Theo Alexis is lucky to 
be alive after swallowing his 
tongue in a freak accident 
during training. Only 
goalkeeper Fotis Strakosia 
noticed Alexis convulsiag on 
the ground after banging his 
head trying for a header, and 
only the keeper's immediate 
first aid kept the player 
breathing till the club doctor 
arrived ..> AEK owners, 
ENIC are outraged that 
manager Dumitru Dumitriu, 
publicly declared his intent to 
abandon the club 
“immediately”, if offered the 
Romanian national job and 
have decided not to terminate 
his contract till he has given 
an account of his attitude after 
the game against Lokomotiv 
Moscow on Wednesday ... 
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the League's lower divisions were changed before 

this season had kicked off. The tyranny of 

distance was seen as less of a problem so the FA 
decided to combine the two division threes and split 
the combined teams, based on performance, from the 
previous season rather than on geography. 

From now on the ‘two-up-wo-down’ system of 
promotion and relegation would be adopted through al the 
divisions although those who finished bottom of Division 
Four had to seek re-election. There were no new sides in 
the league, although one did slighty change their name 
with Scunthorpe dropping the ‘And Lindsey’ part of their 
name, 

Wolverhampton outlasted a resurgent Manchester 
United in the chase for tha te of 1959, Wolves finished six 
points clear of United with Arsenal and Bolton thd and 
fourth respectively, both on 50 points, five behind United. 
Wolves captain Ron Flowers saw his side score 110 goals 
and concede only 49 in 42 games, 

At the bottom of Division One Portsmouth had a 
clsastous season, gaining only 21 points trom their full 42 
match program. On April 25 Leicester defeated 
Manchester United 2-1 at home whilst Manchester City 
‘were being held toa goalless draw at home to Aston Vila, 
Four days later Man City conquered Leicester by three 
{goal 10 one. The combination of these results meant that 
‘Aston Vila had a slight chance of avoiding relegation if 
they could defeat West Brom at The Hawlhoms, A 1-1 
result was not enough and Vila were relagated by a point, 
‘A\ the top a Birmingham club had beaten a Manchester 
Club to first place, at the bottom a Manchester club 
survived the drop at the expense of a Birmingham team! 

Division Two champions were Sheltisld Wednesday 

finished a win clear of Fulham. Brentford missed out 
‘on promotion by four points, At the bottom, four teams. 
Were involved in the scrap to avoid relegation. Bamsley’s 
home loss to Leyton Orient lft them bottom and relegated, 
and with Rotherham and Lincoln both losing their final 
matches the opportunity for Grimsby to avoid relegation 
was there, yet their 0-4 loss away at Stoke Cily left them, 
down and out, 

In the new Division Three, Plymouth were champions 
with Hull City runners-up but after their inal few results it 
looked as if nether wanted to go up a division, Plymouth 
drow their last two games 1-1 whilst Hull lest their final 
game 1-5 away at Wrexham, At the bottom Rochdale 
finished with the Wooden spoon while the once mighty 
Notts County were relegated to Division Four for the very 
frst timate finishing just one place and one point infront 
of Rochdale, four points shy of safety, 

Port Vale were the champions ofthe new Division Four. 
They vate our pons cero he wo Ciys — Coven 

1 York. That battle was a close affair with York having to 
‘win 4-0 in their final game to go up, and they did win, at 
home to Gateshead, but could only manage a solitary goa, 
0 Coventry won promotion by having a two goal better Yor 
and against’, 

‘Av the bottom were Southport, and they, along with 
Barrow Who finished second last, had to undergo the re- 
election process (both sides being successful in this most 
controversial of processes), 

‘The FA Cup brought about many more surprises and of 
the teams who made ito the semifinal stage, three were 
from the lower half ofthe First Division and one was from 
Division Three. Luton Town drew 1-1 with Third Division 
‘Nonvich but the replay saw the boys from the top fight go 
through to the Final (the final score being 1-0), the other 
semifinal saw Nottingham Forest add more misery to 
‘Aston Vila's season by scoring the only goal of the game 
{o send Villa tumbling out. The Final was played at 
Wembley infront of a packed house. Roy Dwight scored a 
goal before breaking his log but ten-man (thore were sil 
‘io substitutes allowed) Forest battled on to a famous 2-1 
Victory (Wilson also scored for Forest, whilst Luton's goal 
went to Pacey). Roy Dwight isthe cousin of Sir Etton John 
(real name, Reggie Dwight). 

‘nv season of change the Southern League was also 
changed wit the aim to bring about a Premier League and 
Division One format, however, in the interim the 
‘competion Was divided for one season into a north-west 


and south-east zona, The two champions from each zone 
‘would play-off for the Souther League overall champions 
tile, Enlry into the folowing season's Premier League was 
‘based on performance in these two leagues. The league 
Jooked as if it would have 40 members, a huge expansion, 
however four teams from Kent, and one team from Wales 
(anelly) were not allowed to enter by their local league (in 
the case of Kent) and the Welsh FA (the later side). As 
there were reduced games an inter-zone competition was 
‘set up and the Southem League Cup was also continued. 

Herelord United finished on 49 points in the North-West 
section, two points clear of runners-up Kettering, third was 
Boston United on 44 points the best perlormance of any 
‘new league side). At the bottom were Burton Albion with 
just nine points. 

Bedford Town were champions ofthe South-East, while 
former Corinthian League team Yiewsley finished bottom 
with 13 points, Hereford’s home ground of Edgar Street 
hosted the championship dacider but it was the local fans 
‘who were left disappoinled as Badtord took the lead 2-1 in 
the final moments ofthe match and held on to be crowned 
Southern League champions. 

Hae’ ganed sof sla i making the Fina of ho 
Souther League Cup against Bath City. Alter the firs-leg 
in Bath Hereford found themselves down by 2-1 but by ul 
time of the second:eg the scores were locked at 3-3. The 
cextractime at rain soaked Edgar Street was all the home 
tdi Herelord scored three goals to lift 


There were two other cup exploits that must be noted 
when talking of Southem League clubs. Both ofthese took 
place in the FA Cup. Yeovil Town drew with Southend 
United before defeating them in the replay (a great 
‘achievement for a side building quite an FA Cup giant 
Kling record, and one which continues to this day), The 
‘other result was Worcester City, who made it fo the fourth 
round of the FA Cup thanks to a 2-1 win at St George's 
Lane in Round Three, What made this result so amazing 
‘were their opponents were none other than Liverpool FC! 

Unlike England's football, Scotiand did not change theit 
league format for this season. As if to prove their stability, 
Rangers once more took the Division One crown. They 
finished two points clear of Hearts, with Motherwell third. At 
the bottom, Queen of South won only six games and 
gained only 18 points to finish last. The other relegation 
‘spot was up in the ai right until the final day, There were 
five teams fighting to avoid the drop and Aberdeen looked. 
to be facing the hardest obstacle by having to take on 
Rangers away. By inflicting Rangers’ ith loss of the 
season Aberdeen pulled clear of the last relegation 
position. Clyde looked fairly safe but a 1-4 loss al 
Kilmarnock in thelr final game meant they needed other 
results going their way, which they did, so Clyde were safe, 
Dunfermline emphatically gained safety by beating Partick 
Tis 10-4. hone. That lot wo tens: al and 

alin. 

Raith played away at Falkirk and the home side had to 
win. A 2-2 result left the home supporters contemplating 
Visits to Cowdenbeath instead of Rangers the following 
season. Perhaps the biggest surprise of this batle was 
Stiting Albion's ‘non participation’, the team now leaming 
ofthe benefits of idtable 

Division Two was a more clear cut afar wth Ayr United 
champions by nine points, with Arbroath also winning 
promotion five points clear of thir-placed Stenhousemuir. 
‘At the bottom, Montrose managed an average o! a point 
every two games, collecting only 18, 

{nthe Scottish League Cup Hearts put Partick Thistle 
‘away inthe Final the lopsided affair finished 5-1. 

The Scotish FA Cup semi-finals saw Aberdeen draw 1- 
4 with Third Lanark and Celtic losing 0-4 to St Mirren. 
Aberdeen won he reply at rox by asl goal hereby 
‘Winning the right to face the ‘Buddies in the Final, 

That game, played as ever at Hampden Park, saw St 
Mirren come out on top with the scoreline reading: 
‘Aberdeen 1 St Mirren 3. For the Buddies it was the second 
time they had taken the Scottish FA Cup, they previously 
litte the trophy in 1928, 

‘They would have to wait until the 1980s for futher SFA 
Cup success. 
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DIVISION THREE 


Plymouth Argyle 62, Hull City 61, Brentford 57, Norwich 
ICity 57, Colchester United 52, Reading 50, Tranmere Rovers 
|50, Southhend United 50, Halifax Town 50, Bury 50, Bradford 
ICity 47, Bournemouth 46, QPR 46, Southampton 45, Swindon 
|Town 45, Chesterfield 44, Newport County 43, Wrexham 42, 
|Accrington Stanley 52, Mansfield Town 41, Stockport County 
36, Doncaster Rovers 33, Notts County 29, Rochdale 28. 


DIVISION FOUR 


Port Vale 64, Coventry City 60, York City 60 Shrewsbury| 
Town 58, Exeter City 57, Walsall 52, Crystal Palace 52,| 
Northampton Town 51, Milwall 50, Carlisle United 50,} 
Gillingham 49, Torquay United 44, Chester, 44 Bradford 43,] 
Watford 42, Darlington 42, Workington 41, Crewe Alexandra} 
40, Harilepools United 40, Gateshead 40, Oldham Athletic 36, 
Aldershot 35, Barrow 28, Southport 26. 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE N/W 


Hereford United 49, Kettering Town 47, Boston United 44, 
Cheltenham Town 44, Worcester City 42, Bath City 39, 
Wellington Town 39, Nuneaton Borough 39, Wisbech Town| 
37, Headington United 35, Barry Town 35, Merthyr Tydfil 35, 
Gloucester City 30, Corby Town 28 Lovells Athletic 23, Rugby| 
Town 20, Kidderminster Harriers 17, Burton Albion 9. 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE S/E 


Bedford Town 48, Gravesend & Northfleet 44, Dartford 43, 
Yeovil Town 42, Weymouth 37, Chelmsford City 36, King’s] 
Lynn 33, Poole Town 32, Cambridge City 31, Hastings United| 
31, Tonbridge 31, Cambridge City 30, Trowbridge Town 28, 
Exeter City (Res) 26, Guildford City 20, Clacton Town 19,] 
Yiewsley 13. 


SCOTLAND 


DIVISION 1 


Rangers 
Hearts 
Motherwell 
Dundee 
Airdrie 
Celtic 

St Mirren 
Kilmarnock 
Patrick T 
Hibernian 
T Lanark 
Stirling A 
Aberdeen 
RaithR 
Clyde 
Dunfermline 
Falkirk 
Queen Sth 
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DIVISION 2 


PW 
Ayr Utd 36 28 
Arbroath 38 23 
Stenhousemuir 36 20 
Dumbarton 36 19 
Brechin 36 16 
St Johnstone 36 15 
Hamilton Fj 36 15 
East Fife 15 
Berwick R 16 
AlbionR 14 
Morton 13 
Forfar A 12 
Alloa 12 
Cowdenbeath 13 
E Stirling 10 
Stranraer 8 
Dundee U 9 
Queen's Park 36 9 
Montrose 6 
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Compiled by Micky Brock 
SCOTLAND YOUTH 
LEADING WAY 


‘he Scotland youth squad will be trail- 

blazers this week for the World Cup 
campaign, The teenagers will be in 
France for two vital preparation matches 
in the build-up for next month’s 
European U/16 championship finals. 

But the squad will stay in the hotel in 
Avignon which will be the home of the 
Scotland international squad during their 
World Cup campaign in June, Manager 
Craig Brown will be present (0 assess the 
situation and the SFA security adviser 
Willie McDougall will also be on hand. 

Youth coach Ross Mathie said: “This will 
be an ideal opportunity for everyone and 
will enable Craig and the other SFA offi- 
cials on hand to work with the hotel staff so 
that everything goes smoothly in June.” 

Meanwhile the U/16 team took another 
important step in their preparations with a 
second meeting with Denmark. After the 
goalless draw the young Scots, with Paul 
McHale of Rangers and Steve 
McConologue of Dundee United on target, 
beat the Danes 2-1 in a closed door clash at 
Love Street. 

Mathie said: “It has been a busy week but 
things have been going well.” 


DURRANT BOOST 


A™ McLaren hopes to play for 
angers again — thanks to Tan 
Durrant, The 26-year-old, who is expect- 
ed to quit the game due to a serious knee 
injury, spoke last week of his desire to 
pull on the famous light-blue jersey one 
‘more time, 

‘Team-mate Durrant, who also suffered a 
serious knee injury in 1988, has given 
McLaren that chance by asking him to 
appear in his testimonial game on the 28th 
of next month, McLaren said; “Running out 
to a full Ibrox stadium would give me a 
great deal of satisfaction and I would really 
like to play again, 


Reap 


“Of course, the testimonial carries a great 
deal of importance to lan but physically it is 
Tot quite as demanding as other games, 

“And that is why I’m quietly hopeful of 
taking part. I wouldn’t like to go out there 
and make a fool of myself so I know I have 
to be fit for the game, The match is sched- 
uuled for the end of April, so that gives me 
around five weeks to prepare. I would say 
my fitness is rather low but I’m working on 
that, 

“To be honest, the simple fact of just 
pulling a jersey on again would do me. I'm 
really grateful to Ian for asking and J just 
hope there will be no problems in the next 
month,” 

McLaren, speaking in the Rangers News, 
admits his long-term future, however, is not 
looking rosy. He said: “My future is defi- 
nitely looking bleak, in footballing terms at 
least. But T just have to keep on going and 
see what happens.” 


MCALLISTER — 
FURTHER 
SURGERY 


(Sly captain Gary McAllister is 
expected to undergo an operation on 
his injured right knee this week knowing 
his World Cup dream is over. 

But the Coventry midfielder will certain- 


ly be heartened by messages of support 
from his international colleagues. 

Coventry midfielder McAllister limped 
out of a reserve match against Notts County 
with a recurrence of the knee problem that 
has sidelined him for the last three months. 

He was “very upset” immediately after 
the incident, but is now trying to be positive 
about his injury. 

Mcallister visited a specialist and is 
expected to have an operation on the torn 
cruciate ligament soon. 

He anticipates being out of action for 
eight months, which means he will miss the 
opening European Championship qualifying 
matches as well as the World Cup. 

McAllister said: “I was aware when I had 
my cartilage operation eight weeks ago that 
it would be a gamble to try and support the 
Knee by building up the muscles, 

“I felt I had to go down that road, 
although always knew it was a gamble. 
Getting fit and training all went well, but the 
acid test was always going to be the first 
‘competitive match. The fact I broke down 
with nobody near me shows the knee wasn’t 
right and gave me a definite answer. I just 
turned, reached for a ball and my right knee 
buckled under me.” 


ZOLA BACK ON 
TOP 


C= Zola believes his dazzling 
return to form against Crystal 
Palace last week has put him back on 
course for the World Cup Finals, 

The Chelsea striker, dropped from the 
last Italy squad, scored his first goal for 
three months as Palace were beaten 6-2 at 
Stamford Bridge. 


Now he predicts the confidence he gained 
from that display will help him retum to the 
standards that made him ‘Footballer of the 
Year’ last season and book his place in 
France this summer. 

“If I keep playing as I did against Palace 
there won't be any problems,” he said. 

“But I was a bit worried before this game 
because I know that there are at least six 
strikers in Italy who have been doing well. 

“Playing in another country means it is 
not so easy for the coach to follow me, 
unless he can see from the tapes and news- 
papers that I am still playing well. 
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“Tn the last few months I was not giving 
him what he expects from me. But I am 
lucky that Cesare Maldini trusts me to give 
him something back when he shows faith in 
me, and I know he will be pleased now that 
Tam feeling good about my game again.” 

Zola admitted he was starting to wonder 
whether his recent slump would ever end. It 
even got to the point where he was short- 
tempered with his wife and children. 

“Thave to say a big thank you to my fam- 
ily because I know I am not easy to stand 
beside when things are not going well. I 
become a little bit too electric,” he said. 
“But all my family were fantastic for putting 
up with me.” 

Zola also received sympathy from both 
Ruud Gullit and his successor as player- 
manager, Gianluca Vialli. 

“Tt cannot have been easy for them when 


I was playing so badly in the past two or 
three months. But like me they know that 
sometimes we can all have bad periods in 
football. 

“T tried to train harder and harder to fight 
against my problems. You cannot see it at 
the time but maybe that is the worse thing 
you can do, because you stop enjoying your- 
self. I lost all my confidence and I was 
afraid to make mistakes. For me that is not 
tight, because the way I play I have to take 


Zola continued: “When I am too far away 
from the goal some of the good things I do 
are not nearly so effective. This is what I 
have always said about my game and my 
best position all through my career.” 


IRISH EYES ON 
DELE 


awrie McMenemy will present his 

first discovery for Northern Ireland 
when he sends Birmingham’s free-scoring 
Dele Adebola into action against Slovakia 
at Windsor Park on March 25, 

Extensive research by McMenemty since 
he took over as manager last month has 
been rewarded with the recruitment of the 
22-year-old Adebola, born in Lagos, 
Nigeria, raised in Liverpool, broken in by 
Crewe and now impressively among the 
goals for Birmingham after a $2 million 
transfer. 

McMenemy said: “I noticed Dele’s good 
record and made some inquiries. I was told 
at first he was born in Liverpool, but then 
found out he was born in Lagos, which 
meant he was eligible for any of the home 
countries.” 

Adebola said: “Nigeria haven't 
approached me. If they did obviously I'd 
have to think about it. If I enjoy my football 
with Northern Ireland I will probably opt for 
them.” 

McMenemy has included Keith Gillespie, 
at the centre of recent controversy with 
Newcastle: “I pick players on ability and 
Keith has quality, is a Premiership regular 
and a talent Northern Ireland need,” 
McMenemy concluded. 

The Squad: Wright (Man C), Fettis 
(Blackburn), Hughes (Newcastle), Morrow 
(QPR), Patterson (Luton), Rowland (QPR), 
Hill (Northampton), Whitley (Man C), 
Lomas (W Ham), Lennon (Leicester), 
Magilton (Sheff Wed), Gillespie 
(Newcastle), Hughes (Wimbledon), 
McCarthy (Birmingham), Mulryne (Man 
U), O’Boyle (St Johnstone), Quinn (WBA), 
Dowie (QPR), McMahon (St Johnstone), 
Adebola (Birmingham). 


SOUTHALL JOINS 
STOKE 


eville Southall ended his 17-year stay 
Everton by joining First Division 
Stoke as player-coach on a free transfer, 
The club are currently bottom. 


HI-TECH 
TURNSTILES 


eicester City are to introduce a swipe- 
card system for season ticket holders 

next season. 

The cards will gain the fans automatic 
entry at computer-operated turnstiles. 

And Martin O'Neill, Leicester's manag- 
er, has recalled striker Steve Claridge from 
his loan spell at Portsmouth, 


KENNEDY BLOW 


ark Kennedy’s bid to resurrect his 
iverpool career has been dashed 
by a freak accident. 
The 21-year-old transfer-listed winger 
missed the trip to Tottenham after snapping 
a finger tendon during training. 


IPSWICH/CLAPHAM 
DEAL 


rE completed the signing of Spurs 
utility player Jamie Clapham for 
$700,000 while Crystal Palace are making 
a new bid to obtain a work permit that 
will enable them to sign Aston Villa’s 
misfit midfielder Sasa Curcic. 


GOODMAN FOR 
BOLTON 


‘olton want to sign Wolves’ FA Cup 
hero Don Goodman in a determined 
attempt to beat the Premiership drop — 
and are ready to swap midfielder Jamie 
Pollock in a $3 million deal. 
Goodman’s contract is up in the summer, 
he has so far turned down terms and can 
leave as a free agent this summer, 


S 


INSULTED TOO 
MUCH 


ike McDonald could put up with the 

ies, the innuendo and the insults 
that went with being chairman of 
Sheffield United. He finally drew the line 
the night that somebody spat in his face, 

Graham Taylor knows how McDonald 
feels. The former England boss suffered the 
same disgusting behaviour at Bramall Lane 
as Wolves manager and was criticised for 
trying to apprehend the culprit. 

Three years on, the victim chose to walk 
away. After facing the angry supporters who 
gathered after the 1-0 home defeat by 
Ipswich, United owner and chairman 
McDonald left the club he had vowed to 
make a force in the land. 

‘The self-confessed Manchester City fan, 
who heads a substantial engineering group, 
has ploughed more than $10 million into 
Sheffield United. But his fears for his fami- 
ly's safety were matched by his family's 
fears for McDonald's health, and today — 
as chairman of Sheffield United plc but no 
longer on the football board — he takes 
stock of the turmoil that drove him out. 

He recalls: “I took over at United when 
they were struggling to pay the tea ladies. 
Now they are looking at a play-off place in 
the First Division and they're in the quarter- 
finals of the FA Cup. 

“T'm accused of interfering on the play- 
ing side but, on my honour, I never did. I 
gave final approval when the manager rec- 
ommended we sign a player, that’s the nor- 
mal way of things. I even persuaded Brian 
Deane to join us when we were between 
managers and he was going to Feyenoord. 

“Maybe I shouldn’t have. I took so much 
stick when he left to earn a fortune with 
Benfica. People keep on about the six play- 
ers we sold and conveniently ignore the 15 
we've signed. 


YOU CAN NOW BET ON | 
ALL THE ENGLISH GAMIES. | 
SEE AD ON PAGE 5 : 


“Somebody described me as a jumped-up 
scrap-metal dealer. Well, I'm proud of my 
background and of having been president of 
the British Metal Federation. If it wasn’t for 
my roots, United would still be playing in a 
three-sided ground.” 

McDonald calculates that the impressive 
John Street Stand that will remain as his 
monument cost in the region of $12m to 
complete following his protracted acquisi- 
tion of Reg Brealey’s majority shareholding 
in late 1995, 

But it was outside the Cherry Street 
Stand - built on the proceeds of Tony 
Currie’s controversial transfer to Leeds — 
that McDonald's night of fear and loathing 
convinced him to follow in the footsteps of 
Nigel Spackman, who had quit as manager, 
and Willie Donachie, who had rejoined Joe 
Royle at Manchester City. 

He confronted some of the fans after that 
Ipswich defeat. He said: “I had my grand- 
daughter with me; she’s nine and was fright- 
ened to death, We came out to go home and 
there were people snarling. I told them to 
calm down and somebody spat in my face. 

“T don’t need that, I'm big enough to take 
most things in my stride. I'd always said 
that, if the fans tumed on me, I wouldn't try 
to hang on, 

“My wife, Pauline, and the rest of my 
family were telling me it was madness to 
stay on. They were worried I'd have a heart 
attack if things went on as they were,” 

McDonald admitted his vow never to 
enter Bramall Lane’s portals again was 
made in the heat of the moment and not 
only does he remain as the non-executive 
(and unsalaried) ple chairman but he actual- 
ly intends to increase his shareholding in the 
club. 

He insisted: “The club has enormous 
potential and there are some lovely people 
at United. I put my heart and soul into the 
place and I'm happy to have set the ball 
rolling towards success.” 

United's caretaker boss, Steve 
Thompson, hoped to sign Birmingham 
winger Paul Devlin and a fee of $400,000 
has been agreed. He is also lining up a move 
for Southampton midfielder Kevin 
Richardson. 


BOOK REVEW 


Kicking In The Wind - Derick Allsop 
By Micky Brock 


This book is a ‘fly on the wall’ account in 
the life of Rochdale FC during the 96/97 
season. 

Warts and all, it relates the differences 
between the ‘glamour’ clubs and those who 
struggle for a living. 

Quite superbly written, Allsopp takes the 
unheard step of obtaining access to all areas 
of the club at any time, a thing many teams 
would refuse out of hand for obvious rea- 
sons. Published by Headline books, this 
publication is very highly recommended by 
this reader. 

ISBN No, 0-7472-5641-1 

Do yourselves a favour, order it at your 
local bookstore today! 


KIDKING 
THE WIND 


The real if 
small-town 


drama of 4 
>utball club 
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sngiisn Premier League 


Manchester United 0 


Arsenal 1 
Overmars 79 


Ae Wenger, sporting the impish 
grin of a cat who had well and truly 
licked the cream, invited a heartfelt vote 
of thanks from Blackburn, Liverpool and 
Chelsea in recognition of the sterling 
effort of his mighty impressive Arsenal. 

Suddenly it all seems such a long, long 
time since the timid challenge to 
Manchester United’s awesome domination 
of the English game caused all three clubs 
— along with Wenger himself it must be 
said — to raise the white flag of premature 
surrender in the failing fight to block a fifth 
championship triumph in six years for Old 
Trafford, 

Indeed the bookmakers slammed closed 
the nationwide account on the diminished 
title stakes a couple of weeks ago. Local 
bookie Fred Done was so convinced the 
chase was ended that he elected to pay out 
Somewhere in the region of $120,000 to 
delighted United punters. 

Alas, it is unlikely that even the hapless 
Mr Done could match right now the present 
downcast misery of United chief Alex 
Ferguson, 

After all, a championship that was all but 
won has been plunged unceremoniously 
back into the melting pot. And with his 
playing resources whittled down to the bare 
bones through a rapidly mounting sequence 
of injuries, Fergie is faced with the even 
more serious prospect of ruination of his 
most precious desire for European glory 
when Monaco arrive tomorrow (Wed) to 
contest a quarter-final return, 


In stark contrast it seems that Arsenal are 
currently conditioned to go from strength to 


strength. 


Mare Overmars 


Tt may have been the slight figure of 
Marc Overmars who expertly settled this 
particular contest in the 80th minute, but the 
thoroughly merited triumph was fashioned 
‘out of muscular authority and a fiercely- 
spirited commitment which brooked no 
resistance, 


Match Oj The Day 


Tony Adams and Martin Keown stood 
firm at the centre of their defences with 
Patrick Vieira and Emmanuel Petit 
dominating totally the vital midfield battle 
ground. 


Martin Keown Tony Adams 


The subtleties of Overmars and his Dutch 
compatriot Dennis Bergkamp were never 
counted as Arsenal succeeded time and 
again in getting in behind the back of 
United's defences, 

It was a particularly uncomfortable 
encounter for 19-year-old John Curtis, 
pressed into service to combat the pace, 
vision and considerable abilities on the ball 
of Overmars. 

After being run dizzy by the Dutchman 
for 40 minutes, manager Ferguson was 
forced into taking Curtis out of harm's way 
in swapping roles with Phil Neville on the 
left side of midfield. 

But not before both United and the 
youngster had somehow escaped the 
retribution of a penalty decision when Curtis 
clipped the heels of the disappearing 
Overmars in the 23rd minute. 

It seemed an open and shut case to the 
uncommitted observer, but much to the 
chagrin of Arsenal, referee Alan Wilkie 
could discern no fault. 

Arsenal's primary concern at the interval 
was that, despite dominating the play, they 


had been unable to establish a significant 
advantage. Surely, United would prove to be 
a anny different proposition in the second 


fe no; a delightful chip from Petit in the 
62nd minute put in Overmars for a scoring 
opportunity, yet with goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeichel committed to a reckless 
advance, the Dutchman succeeded in lifting 
the ball over his giant frame only to see it 
bounce agonisingly wide of the target. 


Peter Schmeichel 


United, damaged by additional injuries to 
Ronnie Johnsen and Phil Neville, reshuffled 
their pack so many times that it was 
impossible to discern for more than a 
minute at a time which player was supposed 
to be filling which position, The result was 
that their forward momentum was sporadic 
at best and with precious little evidence that 
Arsenal could be undone in a calculated 
manner. 

Ferguson's claim was that because his 
depleted ranks failed to regroup quickly 
enough following the substitutions of Ole 
Solskjaer for Neville, and David May for 
Johnsen, the route opened up for Arsenal's 
victory strike, 

In truth, the entire momentum of the 


Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
game had suggested much earlier that the 
Gunners were lining up a blast for victory. 

The goal was straightforward enough, 
coming from a long ball forward by Martin 
Keown that was helped on by Bergkamp 
and then substitute Nicholas Anelka for 
Overmars to produce a now familiar darting 
run, which was finished by a precision shot 
into the far corner. 

United’s woes were just about completed 
when goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel badly 
damaged a hamstring in the closing stages 
in a mad dash back to his goal after 
imposing his presence in the Arsenal 
penalty area in the vain attempt to execute 
an equaliser from a United corner. 

“This was a big satisfaction for us 
because we looked like a real team,” purred 
the delighted Wenger. 

“We are really together and technically 
we have found the right balance. We are 
solid and difficult to beat. 

“The title is on for us now and we have 
helped other believe that they too can do it,” 

Arsenal — with just one defeat in 18 
games — are undoubtedly a team unsung 
and with three games in hand on United, and 
a mere six points behind, they haye wrested 
pole position for the final push to their own 
first taste of championship glory since 1991. 
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JOHANSSON V 
BLATTER 


‘The build-up to the vote for the FIFA 
presidency intensified when UEFA presi- 
dent Lennart Johansson criticised FIFA 
general secretary Sepp Blatter over his 
reluctance to reveal whether he is stand- 
ing for the position or not. 

In an interview with German sports 
agency SID, the 68-year-old Swede, a FIFA 
vice-president and the only man so far to 
declare his candidature, says Blatter should 
stop dithering and announce his intentions. 

Johansson’s remarks came the day before 
FIFA’s Executive Committee — of which 
Johansson is a member — convened for an 
extraordinary meeting at the Dolder Grand 
Hotel in Zurich, 

The meeting was convened by FIFA 
president Joao Havelange after 13 members 
of the 24-man committee said they wanted 
to discuss the issue of Blatter’s intentions. 

Bight of those were from Europe, four 
from Africa and one from Oceania. 

And there is only one topic on the agen- 
da; “The position of the General Secretary 
in connection with the election of the FIFA 
president.” 

Johansson added: “No federation has 
nominated Mr Blatter so far and nobody can 
decide on his own to become a candidate, 

“Mr Blatter said that he is a candidate, 
then that he is not and on he then thinks it 
over again,” the UEFA President said. 

“Mr Blatter is a highly paid FIFA 
employee and he should use his time and his 
travel costs to carry out his own work, not 
his personal election campaign,” Johansson 
added. 

Havelange, 82, steps down as President 
after 24 years in office in June, but candi- 
dates do not have to declare themselves 
until April 7, 

The vote for the vacant presidency will 
be taken at the FIFA Congress in Paris on 
June 8. 

When the issue of Blatter’s possible can- 
didature arose in January, the European 
members of FIFA’s Executive Committee, 
who are also on UEFA’s Executive 
Committee, sent a letter to Blatter asking 
him to declare his plans then. 

‘The letter, signed by FIFA senior vice- 
president Antonio Mataresse of Italy, failed 
to elicit a definitive answer from Blatter. 

In the interview with SID, Johansson 
repeated his often-stated views about outgo- 
ing president Havelange. 

“He commands FIFA like a dictator. He 
was the right man at the right time and in 
the right place. He has done a lot for the 
football world but times have changed. His 
behaviour today is unacceptable. At the end 
of his career, he should show stature rather 
than endangering a life’s work.” 


BRAZIL FACES 
SHAKE-UP 


Brazil’s world champion team will 


undergo a managerial shake-up in the 
next few days, but much-criticised coach 
Mario Zagallo will remain in the job for 
this year’s World Cup, the head of 
Brazilian soccer said. 

Ricardo Teixeira, President of the 
Brazilian Soccer Confederation (CBF), said 
he would appoint a ‘technical co-ordinator’ 
to act as Zagallo’s number two. 

“Tt will have to be someone with a lot of 
experience and who has lived in the game 
for a long time,” Teixeira told a packed 
news conference in the CBF's headquarters. 

Zagallo has long rejected suggestions he 
work with an assistant, the role he had in 
Brazil’s successful 1994 World Cup cam- 
paign under then coach Carlos Alberto 
Parreira. 

He also won the World Cup twice a8 a 
player in 1958 and 1962 and was coach of 


the victorious 1970 team. 

But dismal performances in February's 
CONCACAF Gold Cup, when Brazil drew 
with Jamaica and Guatemala and were elim- 
inated by hosts United States, have put the 
CBF under intense pressure to make 
changes. 

Teixeira said he was considering more 
new faces for the coaching staff and said 
former international goalkeeper Gilmar 
would be appointed to observe Scotland, 
Norway and Morocco, the teams Brazil will 
face in the first round of the World Cup. 

“The technical committee has to be more 
consistent and, in my opinion, bigger,” 
Teixeira said. 

He also said the CBF would hold weekly 
meetings with Zagallo and his staff to check 
up on progress ahead of the World Cup. 


PARTIZANI COACH 
IN SHOOTING 


Perlat Musta, coach of First Division 
club Partizani Tirana, was in a coma last 
week after he was shot and seriously 
wounded, the Albanian interior ministry 
said. 

Musta, 40, a former international goal- 
keeper, was shot with a semi-automatic rifle 
by a neighbour who later admitted to the 
crime for “personal reasons.” 

Interior ministry spokesman, Artan 
Bizhga, said Musta was not in a life-threat- 
ening condition. Hospital sources said the 
coach was still in a coma. 

Earlier in the week, second-placed 
Partizani said they would boycott the First 
Division championship because of repeated 
attacks on players and referees in stadiums. 

Albanian soccer federation president 
Mico Papadhopulli told a news conference 
that local police and organisers were to 
blame for the violence. 

“The incidents did not all happen on the 
pitch and that is why it is the responsibility 
of police and organisers,” said Papdhopulli, 

He said Partizani was the fifth club to 
threaten with boycott. In 11 cases this sea- 
son home clubs have been sentenced to play 
matches in neutral stadiums because of vio- 
lence. 

He went further and stated that the feder- 
ation would increase pressure on the gov- 
‘ernment to ensure more security in stadi- 
ums. 

“All these incidents are also connected 
with the general political, economic and 
social situation in the country following the 
civil unrest last year,” he said. 

Partizani threatened with boycott after a 
February 28 match when referees were beat- 
en up in the changing room at half-time by 
Elbasani supporters. 

Elbasani, who won that match 1-0, were 
fined 50,000 leks ($300) and had to play 
two home matches in neutral stadiums. 

Partizani, who will continue to boycott 
until the soccer federation and government 
can assure them the violence will be 
stamped out, could be relegated to the 
Second Division if they stick by their deci- 
sion. 


MARADONA FINED 
$30,000 


‘An Argentine judge fined Diego 
Maradona $30,000 for yelling insults at a 
referee in 1994. 

Maradona, then coach of struggling First 
Division side Mandiyu, rushed onto the 
pitch to abuse Angel Sanchez after his team 
lost 2-1 to Independiente. 

In a post-match news conference, a furi- 
ous Maradona referred to Sanchez as “the 
mafioso.” 

Judge Carlos Frontera told the state-run 
Telam news agency: “The defendant used 
injurious terms, not only immediately after 
the end of the match, but also in his declara- 
tions to the press afterwards.” 

Sanchez had sued for $120,000 but the 


judge ruled the referee had suffered only 
emotional and not professional damage 
from Maradona’s attacks, 

‘The former midfielder's disastrous stint 
at unfashionable — and since dissolved — 
Mandiyu came soon after a temporary ban 
from international soccer. 

This was imposed after he tested positive 
for a banned stimulant following 
Argentina's first-round victory over Nigeria 
in the 1994 World Cup finals. 

Maradona, 37, has had many brushes 
with the law. A court case, brought by jour- 
nalists he shot at with an air rifle soon after 
returning to Argentina in disgrace after USA 
94, is ongoing. 

‘Argentina’s victorious 1986 World Cup 
captain announced his retirement from top- 
class soccer last year after another dru 
scandal which further clouded memories of 
his genius. 

He later announced he may try making 
his ‘SEVENTH’ comeback in the near 
future? (See South American stories on page 


18). 


TOP WOMEN IN 
GOODWILL GAMES 


Women’s soccer powers China, 
Norway, Denmark and the United States 
will compete in a medals showdown at the 
1998 Goodwill Games this summer, 
organisers announced. 

The Olympic champion US team will 
meet Denmark, while Atlanta Games silver 
medallists China play bronze medal winners 
Norway in semi-finals on July 25. The win- 
ners advance to a gold medal match July 27, 
while the losers play for the bronze. 

‘The US Women’s Soccer Team, led by 
Mia Hamm, was named 1997 US Olympic 
Committee Team-of-the-Year after posting 
a 16-2-0 record in full international match- 


es. 

The 1998 Goodwill Games will showcase 
some 1,500 athletes from more than 60 
countries competing in 15 sports. 
Competitors will be vying for $5 million in 
prize money and world record/performance 
incentives. 


NIGERIAN 
PLAYERS’ PAY RISE 


Nigeria’s World Cup squad have been 
promised a pay rise but the increase has 
not been agreed yet. 

‘The players want more than the $5,000 
match fee they received at USA 94, 
Nigerian Football Association (NFA) assis- 
tant secretary Charles Ojugbana stated, 

“The NFA agreed with the players but we 
are yet to arrive at any specific figure,” he 
said. 

He said the trio of players involved in the 
discussions, including Nigeria captain Uche 
Okechukwu, would consult other team 
members before resuming talks with the 
NFA. 

Payment disputes between Nigeria's 
national squad and the NFA are not uncom- 
mon. 


KIRIN SPONSOR 
JAPAN 


Kirin Brewery Co Ltd will be the 
exclusive sponsor of Japan’s World Cup- 
bound national team, an official of the 
Japan Football Association said. 

‘The brewer will hold a news conference 
in Tokyo regarding the agreement, making 
Kirin official sponsor of the national team, 
and about its Kirin Cup commitments. 

Kirin, Japan's top brewery, is also sole 
sponsor of the Kirin Cup, an annual three- 
nation tournament held in Japan. 

Japan will play in the World Cup this 
year in France.and will co-host the 2002 
‘World Cup with South Korea. 


“1 COULD MAKE 
BRAZIL 
UNBEATABLE” 


Norwegian soccer coach Egil Olsen 
reckons Brazil could be unbeatable ... if 
he were the coach. 

Olsen led Norway to a shock 4-2 victory 
over Brazil in 1997, the South Americans’ 
first defeat since they won the World Cup in 
1994. 

“With me as coach, and with my soccer 
philosophy, Brazil would be unbeatable. 
Now they are merely almost unbeatable,” 
Olsen, never known for modesty, told the 
daily Verdens Gang. 

Under Olsen, Norway qualified for the 
World Cup Finals in 1998 and 1994 after a 
break stretching back to before World War 
Two, 

Norway face Brazil again in the first 
phase of this year's World Cup, in a group 
also comprising Scotland and Morocco. 

(Brazil: current Confederations Cup win- 
ners; current World Champions...this has to 
be seen as a really tough call surely? Ed.), 


US DOUBLE 
HEADER 


In one of their final games before 
World Cup 1998, the United States 
national team will play at Spartan 
Stadium for the first time on May 16, in a 
double header that also will feature the 
an MLS game. 

The US will play Macedonia in the sec- 
ond-half of a double-header that starts with 
San Jose’s Major League match against 
Miami. Macedonia was selected specifically 
as an opponent because US national team 
coach Steve Sampson wanted to play a team 
with a style similar to that of Yugoslavia, 
one of the US team’s first-round opponents 
in France, 

Eric Wynalda, all-time leading scorer on 
the U.S. team, may play in both matches. 
The game could mark Wynalda’s 100th 
international appearance, having made 97 
international appearances going into the 
game against Paraguay at the weekend in 
San Diego, and the US has two more match- 
es to play. 

Ticket buyers of the clubs involved will 
have the option of purchasing tickets to the 
MLS and US-Macedonia double-header at 
season-ticket prices. 


GINOLA TO PL 
FOR BBC 


David Ginola will be going to the 
World Cup Finals after all — even if he is 
not a member of the French squad. 

‘The 31-year-old Tottenham winger, who 
has been out of favour with French national 
coach Aime Jacquet for the last two-and-a- 
half years, will join the BBC's World Cup 
television commentary team at the Finals in 
France this summer. Ginola’s decision 
would appear to end his bid to return to 


international duty in time to make Jacquet’s 
squad. 

He said; “I’m delighted to join the BBC 
for the World Cup in France, I’m looking 
forward to a month of great football and 
enjoying my television debut.” 


HAVELANGE 
SUPPORTS ENGLAND 


German officials said they were not 
surprised FIFA chief Joao Havelange had 
backed England’s rival bid for the 2006 
World Cup because he often changed his 
mind on the subject. 

German soccer federation (DFB) 
spokesman Wolfgang Niersbach said 
Havelange, who said he backed England 
after a meeting with British prime minister 
Tony Blair, tended to say the right thing in 
the right country, 

“I am not surprised by the statement 
because I said before the meeting that at the 
end Havelange would say it being England,” 
Niersbach told BBC’s Five Live radio sta- 
tion. 

“In 1993 he announced absolutely it 
would be Germany and then in January that 
year he announced it would be South 
Africa.” 

In the last year Germany has been 
involved in what has sometimes been a bit- 
ter row with England over their rival 
European bids. 

DEB officials, who announced Germany 
was bidding for the Finals several-years 
before England, originally thought they had 
the support of the English as the only candi- 
date from Europe. 

England, Germany and South Africa are 
the only three countries definitely bidding 
for them, 

But other nations, including Morocco and 
Egypt, are said to be considering hosting the 
tournament and joint bids are believed to be 
under consideration from Argentina, Brazil, 
Peru and Ecuador. 

Candidates have until September 1999 to 
submit a bid, with FIFA’s executive com- 
mittee announcing its decision in June 2000. 


HOOLIGANS 
BLAME SECURITY 


Real Madrid's notorious hooligan 
gang, the Ultras Sur, have tried to put the 
blame for the arrest of more than 150 
Spanish fans in Germany last week on the 
club’s security chief. 

‘The fans were arrested before their side's 
Champions’ League match between Real 
Madrid and Bayer Leverkusen. 

Ina statement issued to Spanish newspa- 
pers, the Ultras said Agustin Gonzalez 
Coronado had not warmed them that it was 
illegal to shout right-wing slogans and wear 
Nazi paraphernalia in Germany. 

The group also said the club official had 
been in the stadium when they were making 
Nazi gestures and waving Nazi symbols, 
and said nothing about this. Real Madrid 
were not available for comment over the 
potentially embarrassing matter. 


Fy) MEDIA PRESS rin 


5-43 GARNERS AVENUE, NSW 2204 (02) 9562 0500 - Fax (02) 9550 9332 


= NEWSPAPERS — MAGAZINES BOOKLETS — INSERTS — 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES 

* WEBB OFFSET PRINTERS. 

* GENERAL COMMERCIAL and COLOUR PRINTERS 

* TYPESETTING — TRANSLATIONS AVAILABLE 

* SADDLE STITCHING 

* PERFECT BINDING 

* DISTRIBUTION — CIRCULATION AVAILABLE 


(oz) 9562 050 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 17, 1998 23 


RIVKIN ENTERTAINMENT & NATE PONOTINS 


Present 


ry 


AUSTRALIA 


Raul Blanco 


SYDNEY ADELAIDE 
Sat 21 March Tue 24 March 
Parramatta Hindmarsh 

Stadium — _ Stadium 
K.0. — 7.30pm | | K.0. — 7.30pm 


'. Tickets from . Tickets from : 
TICKETEK - = VENUE’ TIX ~ 


Ph (02) 9266 4800 | | Ph (08) 8223 7788. 


PERTH | 
Sat 28 March 
The WACA 

‘FINAL’ 


K.0. — 7.00pm 


Tickets from — . 


‘RED TICKETS ||] 


Ph (08) 948 1222 


In conjunction with SBS Television & SOCCER AUSTRALIA 


